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Welcome State Titleholders, 

On behalf of the Ms. Wheelchair America Inc. Board of Directors, I would like to welcome you to Ms. 

Wheelchair America 2018, here in beautiful Erie, Pennsylvania.  Are you ready for an amazing week?  

Are you ready to learn and share?  I hope so.  You will be challenged and changed. 

Dr. Philip K. Wood saw challenge.  He had devoted his career to rehabilitation, helping people use their 

talents, capabilities, and determination to be productive members of society.  In 1972, he established 

Ms. Wheelchair America as a forum for change, a simple way for promoting the achievements and 

accomplishments of women who utilized wheelchairs for mobility.   This year, as we crown the 46th Ms. 

Wheelchair America it is important we take a moment to thank Dr. Wood for his commitment.   

This organization has challenged and changed countless people, including you.  I want to congratulate 

you for all you have achieved to get here.  You truly represent what Ms. Wheelchair America is all about.  

You will have the opportunity to show your talents, capabilities, determination and share your platform. 

Behind the scenes of this amazing organization are the state coordinators.  They keep this program 

running at the state level, without their time and commitment, you would not be here.  Please help me 

thank them for their hard work and dedication, as well as, challenge them to continue the work started 

by Dr. Wood. 

A very special thank you to Megan Abrams, the Ms. Wheelchair Pennsylvania organization and the 

amazing volunteers that have worked to make this week happen!  Follow their example and  continue to 

educate and advocate. 

Finally, thanks to all of you for being here and helping us recognize and celebrate an amazing group of 

women! 

Shelly Loose 

President, Ms. Wheelchair America, Inc.  

 



Welcome to Erie! 

Advocacy is a long and difficult journey, but it is so worthwhile. 

All of you chose to continue, or even begin, your journey as an advocate when you 
entered your state pageant. This week will be filled with workshops and experiences 
that will teach you how to be a stronger, more effective advocate for whichever cause is 
lucky enough to garner your support. Talk with the other amazing and talented 
titleholders and Board members here about your advocacy journey. Ask them about 
their journeys, personal or professional. I can guarantee that each one will have 
something to offer that you hadn’t thought of before.  

Planning this experience for you has taught me a lot about my own journey. I’ve found 
myself talking to people I never would have, asking for more help than I’m comfortable 
asking for and doing things I never thought I could do. I’ve learned that it’s not a bad 
thing to ask for help and that it’s perfectly fine to delegate responsibility. There are just 
some things you can’t do all by yourself.  

My amazing family and friends deserve all the thanks in the world. They have really 
helped me to pull this all together. Many of them are the volunteers you’ll see running 
around here this week, helping to keep things running smoothly so that all of you 
beautiful ladies will have the best experience possible.  

Only one person will wear the crown home at the end of the week, but you are all 
winners. You’ve accomplished so much to get where you are today and there is so 
much more advocating left to be done.  

Don’t let your journey end here! 

Sincerely, 

Megan Abrams
Ms. Wheelchair Pennsylvania State Coordinator 



2017 Board of Directors 

President  Shelly Loose  

Vice President  Mary Zendejas 

Secretary Megan Abrams  

Treasurer  Carrie Greenwood 

Member At-Large  Pam Garner  

Executive Director Stephanie Deible 

 

2017 State Coordinators  

Alabama  Michele Miller 

Arizona Jolene De Tiege 

Arkansas Pamela Garner    

California  Susan Rotchy  

Colorado Zara Kruska Vargues  

Florida Shari Wilson 

Illinois  Kim Brown 

Iowa Judy Hoit  

Kansas Carrie Greenwood 

Kentucky Pat O’Bryant  

Maryland Robert Watson 

Massachusetts  Megan Mamaty 

Michigan Shelly Loose 

Minnesota Jenn Kennedy 

Mississippi Lauren Compere 

Nevada Yvonne Manriquez 

New York Shameka Andrews  

North Carolina Brandee Ponder  

Oklahoma Cailan Fry 

Pennsylvania Megan Abrams 

Tennessee  Bliss Welch 

Texas Amanda Hall 

Utah Kim Belliston 

Virginia Emily McGrail 

Washington  Julie Broadwell 

Wisconsin Carol Banks 

Delegate Mentor  Mary Zendejas  

 

2017 Independent Delegates 

Connecticut  Shannon Mazurick 

Indiana LesaMarie Hacker 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Wheelchair America Titleholders  

1973   Patricia Nevins Michigan   1996 Amy Baxter-Ley      Texas 

1974   Caryl Jane Robinson Texas   1997 Elaine Stefanowicz   Washington 

1975   Diana Kenderian New Jersey            1998 Terri Cecil    Kentucky 

1976   Dixie Lee Etheridge Mississippi  1999 Christina Gilmore  Wisconsin  

1977   Beverly Chapman Florida   2000 Tracy Charlton-O’Connor South Dakota                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

1978   Margie Sloan Georgia   2001 Nicki Ard   South Carolina 

1979   Marge Chmielewski Michigan  2002 Candy Marsh   Colorado 

1980   Nancy Pudvin Georgia   2003 Catherine Gugala  Wisconsin 

1981   Vivienne Thompson  Massachusetts  2004 Cinda Hughes   Oklahoma 

1982   Marian Schooling-Vessels Maryland  2005 Juliette Rizzo   Maryland 

1983   Barbara Crozier Alabama  2006 Kristen Connors   Rhode Island 

1984   Gaynell Colburn Maryland  2007 Autumn Grant   Massachusetts 

1985   Lori Cottam Utah   2008 Kristen McCosh   Massachusetts  

1986   Donna Cline Nevada   2009 Michelle Colvard  Texas 

1987   Sandra Honbaier North Carolina  2010 Erika Bogan   North Carolina 

1988   Peggy Simpson Alabama  2011  Alexandra McArthur  North Carolina 

1989   Jewell Massey Georgia   2012 Josie Badger   Pennsylvania 

1990   Kathy Garcia Farnsworth Utah   2013 Mariah Kilbourne  Texas   

1991   Mercedes Rodriguez-Fowler Florida                2014 Jennifer Adams   Washington                                                                                                   

1992   Deanna VanHook Texas                2015 Samantha Schroth   Wisconsin 

1993   Kim Mensi Alabama               2016 Alette Coble-Temple  California                                                                                                                        

1994   Dawn Blodgett California               2017      Eliza McIntosh-Stauffer                Utah 

1995   Wendy Petzold       Wisconsin 

 



History  

In 1972 Dr. Phillip K. Wood of Columbus, Ohio had devoted his career to treating and rehabilitating 

persons with functional impairments.  During his practice, he became aware of the talents, capabilities, 

determination, and courage of persons with disabilities.  As a result, he established Ms. Wheelchair 

America as a forum for promoting the achievements and accomplishments of women who utilize 

wheelchairs for mobility, as well as the needs of all persons with mobility challenges.  

The mission of Ms. Wheelchair America is to provide an opportunity of achievement for women who 

happen to be wheelchair users to successfully educate and advocate for the more than 56 million 

Americans living with disabilities.  The Ms. Wheelchair America Program is in no way a traditional beauty 

contest. 

Purpose and Goals 

Each year the Ms. Wheelchair America Program holds a competition to select the most accomplished, 

articulate spokeswoman for people with disabilities.  The titleholder must be able to communicate and 

educate the public, business community, and lawmakers regarding the dignity, productiveness, and 

basic value of people of with disabilities.  Ms. Wheelchair America continues to eliminate the 

architectural and attitudinal barriers that prevent people with disabilities from assuming their rightful 

place in society. 

Ms. Wheelchair America has numerous duties.  During her reign she has the opportunity to travel, visit 

advocacy groups, make public appearances, and conduct interviews.  Ms. Wheelchair America promotes 

her chosen platform in a variety of settings.  She serves as a positive role model for the next generation 

of Americans with disabilities, inspiring them to leave their own legacy.  Her commitment and personal 

example serves to further the mission of Ms. Wheelchair America. 

This pageant is made up of a multitude of activities.  These activities allow the judging panel time with 

the state titleholders, while enabling the competitors an opportunity to share with each other and 

develop friendships.  They become stronger advocates throughout the week because of the variety of 

interesting workshops that strengthen them.  The workshops develop skills that heighten awareness on 

issues within the community, and are designed to open a dialogue between the women about their 

thoughts, ideas, values, and experiences. 

 Ms. Wheelchair America, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, is staffed and coordinated solely by 

volunteers from many different community organizations, businesses, private citizens, and previous 

titleholders.  It is through the monetary and in-kind support of many sponsors that the national 

titleholder is able to fulfill her duties throughout the year and travel across the country with her 

message of empowerment for people with disabilities.  The Ms. Wheelchair America Program is actively 

seeking volunteers and sponsors and would appreciate any support that is offered. 



MS. WHEELCHAIR AMERICA CREED 

As Ms. Wheelchair America, I promise to do my best 

to promote public awareness of people with disabilities, 

to use my time and efforts to this purpose, 

to strive to achieve the best that is within me, 

to offer my hand in friendship to everyone I meet, 

to be cheerful, honest and loving, 

to give hope to the less fortunate, 

to set an example by my attitude, 

and to do all this with grace, warmth and dignity. 



 

I grew up with a disability, but I never knew it was supposed to stop or define me. I 

knew it got me stares from adults, and curiosity from kids. I knew people noticed me 

from a distance, or the second I got into the room. When I was younger, that really 

bothered me. I wanted to be seen first, instead of my wheelchair. My mother called me 

out on it. She said it was silly to be depressed about something that would happen my 

whole life. She said I had a choice. I could 

either let it stop me, or not. I could hate the 

attention my wheelchair brought, or I could 

use it. There was no guidebook for how to do 

it, no magical moment where I was suddenly 

totally comfortable and knew exactly what to 

say. That’s not how activism works. Being an 

activist isn’t a job you sign up for. It’s a 

decision you make every single day. It’s 

deciding to use the opportunities that come 

your way. It’s about choosing to speak up and 

speak out about a passion. It’s about using 

your differences to better the world. 

Entering Ms Wheelchair Utah was a 

completely new experience for me. I’d never 

even considered being in a pageant. I grew up 

playing chess and sports, not playing with 

makeup or dresses. All I knew about was the 

frou frou stuff I’d seen in movies and that felt 

nothing like me. What I was interested in, 

however, was politics and advocacy. In 2015, I 

was chosen to be on a Zoos, Arts and Parks 

Committee. I got to work with five mayors 

and many State department heads on approving new facilities and projects for the 

county. I was the youngest on the Committee by over two decades and yet, because of 

my disability, I had an opportunity for leadership. Because of my life experience as a 

wheelchair user, and basic knowledge of ADA regulations, I was suddenly, and 

unexpectedly a voice of authority in government proceedings. It was bizarre and 

exhilarating. I was an advocate, even though I never intended to be. I was an advocate 

because of my differences. I was an advocate, because I showed up. This was a new 

A farewell message from Eliza McIntosh-Stauffer, Ms. Wheelchair America 2017 



concept to me, a new opportunity. So I capitalized 

on it. I became a delegate in my state, so I’d have an 

opportunity to talk to politicians about better 

accessibility. I signed up for Ms. Wheelchair Utah, 

because I figured I might meet others who were 

doing the same thing. Even if not, I figured that if I 

won, maybe I could get a few more doors to open 

for the issues I cared most about. I thought I knew 

what I was signing up for. I didn’t. 

I had no idea the opportunities that would come my 

way once I gave myself the excuse to commit myself 

to advocacy. I had no idea about the sisterhood that 

I was joining, or the power there was behind them. 

I’m just a 22-year-old college girl. I have no formal 

training in disability advocacy. The only advocacy 

network I have is the one I gained by going to the 

National Pageant. I traveled to 15 states, and three 

countries during my reign, and stayed on people’s 

couches, spare beds or donated hotel rooms every 

time except for once. Most of the time, the first 

time I met them was when they picked me up from 

the airport. We didn’t know each other, but we 

were bonded by the same drive for advocacy and 

the same dreams, and that was enough. The 

advocates I met in all of the states I visited were 

passionate people, using their differences and 

strengths to make the world a better place, with or 

without a crown. 

This pageant is not about who wins. It’s about 

coming together as advocates and working as a 

sisterhood to see real progress in our states. To pool resources and think tank our way 

to solving problems. Only one woman wheels away with a crown, but everyone receives 

training on how to advocate. This pageant will be what you make it. You can use the 

opportunities that come with it… or not. 

 



Ms. Wheelchair Alabama 2017 

Whitney Ford 

Whitney lives in Huntsville, Alabama and is a student at Calhoun 

Community College.  She will receive her Associate Degree at Calhoun 

Community College in 2018.  Whitney enjoys writing poetry, singing, and 

creating things.  She has Spina Bifida.  Whitney describes herself as 

creative, confident, and ambitious. 

 

 

  

                         Ms. Wheelchair Arizona 2017 

                                                  Josette Ulibarri 

Josette lives in Phoenix, Arizona and is a telecommunications 

consultant at Telecom National.  She obtained her Life Coach 

Certification from Life Impact LLC.  Josette enjoys traveling, swimming, 

and skydiving.  She has Tetraphocomelia.  Josette describes herself as 

unlimited, brave, and determined. 

 

                                                                                                                                          

 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Arkansas 2017 

Tiffany Allen   

Tiffany lives in Mt. Ida, Arkansas and volunteers as an aid at Mt. Ida 

Middle School in the fifth and sixth grade English classes.  She has studied 

at National Park Community College.  Tiffany enjoys her two beautiful 

children, Bryce and Ollie Briar, and music.  She has a spinal cord injury.  

Tiffany describes herself as passionate, debonair, and an achiever. 

 

 

 

 



Ms. Wheelchair California 2017 

Tayloure Richardson 

Tayloure lives in Palmdale, California and works at, Operation 

Confidence, a non-profit organization that provides services and support 

for disabled veterans and those with disabilities. She obtained her 

Bachelor of Arts in Sociology at California State University, Northridge.  

Tayloure enjoys shopping, volunteering, and being around family.  She 

has Osteogenesis Imperfecta.  Tayloure describes herself as tenacious, 

outspoken, and compassionate. 

 

  

                       Ms. Wheelchair Colorado 2017 

                                             Jordanne Menzies 

Jordanne lives in Grand Junction, Colorado and is a business owner and 

volunteer with Girl Scouts.  She received her Associate of Arts in Early 

Childhood Education at Colorado Mesa University.  Jordanne enjoys 

watching television, listening to music, and playing board games.  She 

has a spinal cord injury.  Jordanne describes herself as compassionate, 

strong, and ambitious. 

 

                                                                                                                                          

 

Ms. Wheelchair Connecticut 2017 

Shannon Mazurick 

Shannon lives in Avon, Connecticut and is the proud author of six different 

books as well as an artist.  She obtained her Master of Science in 

Interactive Media at Quinnipiac University.  Shannon enjoys artwork, 

writing, and staying active.  She has Cerebral Palsy.  Shannon describes 

herself as creative, determined, and hard-working. 

 

 

 

 



Ms. Wheelchair Florida 2017 

Katherine Magnoli 

Katherine lives in Sunny Isles Beach, Florida and is a published children's 

book author of The Adventures of KatGirl, a public speaker, and a co-host 

for the online radio show Brain Matters.  She received her Associate of 

Arts degree for Exceptional Student Education at Miami Dade College.  

Katherine enjoys writing, surfing, and arts and crafts.  She has Spina Bifida.  

Katherine describes herself as determined, enthusiastic, and helpful. 

 

 

  

                         Ms. Wheelchair Illinois 2017 

                                            Shannon Webster 

Shannon lives in Naperville, Illinois and works as a Recruiting 

Programs Specialist at Exelon in Chicago.  She obtained her degree in 

Communications at Marquette University.  Shannon enjoys spending 

time with her friends, family and fiancé Matt, scrapbooking, and 

watching movies.  She has Cerebral Palsy.  Shannon describes herself 

as hard-working, passionate, and joyful. 

 

                                                                                                                                          

 

Ms. Wheelchair Indiana 2017 

Lesamarie Hacker 

Lesamarie lives in Bloomington, Indiana and volunteers at Indiana 

University Health Hospital.  Lesamarie enjoys giving to others, spending 

time with family, and church fellowship.  She has had two separate 

cerebrovascular accidents and, as a result, is unable to walk.  Lesamarie 

describes herself as steadfast, compassionate, and outgoing. 

 

 

 

 



Ms. Wheelchair Iowa 2017 

Hannah Soyer 

Hannah lives in Iowa City, Iowa and works for The Daily Iowan.  She 

received her degrees in Journalism and English at the University of Iowa.  

Hannah enjoys writing, laughing, and advocating for the rights of her 

fellow Americans.  She has Spinal Muscular Atrophy.  Hannah describes 

herself as compassionate, creative, and determined. 

 

 

  

                                   

                        Ms. Wheelchair Kansas 2017 

                                                       Deb Young 

Deb lives in Lawrence, Kansas and volunteers at two elementary 

schools.  She obtained several degrees in the fields of Education and 

Educational Leadership at Truman State, Emporia State, Pittsburg 

State, and Kansas University.   Deb enjoys people, watching sports, 

and working with children.  She was in a car accident and is now a 

triple amputee. Deb describes herself as strong willed, 

compassionate, and independent. 

                                                   

 

Ms. Wheelchair Kentucky 2017 

Beth Bryant 

Beth lives in Louisville, Kentucky and volunteers at the Spina Bifida 

Association.  She studied at Jefferson Community College.  Beth enjoys 

volunteering, playing wheelchair basketball, and crafting jewelry.  She has 

Spina Bifida.  Beth describes herself as willing, determined, and stubborn. 

 

 

 

 



Ms. Wheelchair Maryland 2017 

Keyonna Mayo 

Keyonna lives in Baltimore, Maryland and is peer mentor in the community 

as well as the creator of her own clothing line named Keyonna’s Unique 

Designs, and the creator and CEO of an entertainment business named 

Royal Crush Entertainment. She obtained her Bachelor of Science in 

Human Ecology with an emphasis in Child Development.  Keyonna enjoys 

hanging out with friends, reading, and teaching classes for newly injured 

people.  She has a spinal cord injury.  Keyonna describes herself as open-

minded, hard-working, and outgoing. 

                                                                                                                                     

                              

                      Ms. Wheelchair Michigan 2017 

                                            Andrenia Wright 

Andrenia lives in Goodells, Michigan and is involved with Team Access 

of St. Clair County, which helps ensure that public places are 

accessible.  She studied Psychology at Lacrosse University.  Andrenia 

enjoys singing, playing piano, and helping others.  She has respiratory 

insufficiency, spinal stenosis and inflammatory arthritis.  Andrenia 

describes herself as patient, empathetic, and ambitious. 

 

 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Minnesota 2017 

Sheri Melander-Smith 

Sheri lives in Chanhassen, Minnesota and serves as a volunteer in the 

community helping individuals with disabilities live their best life.  She 

earned her Master of Business Administration at the University of St. 

Thomas.  Sheri enjoys spending time with her son Oliver, painting, and 

reading.  She has a spinal cord injury.  Sheri describes herself as happy, 

creative, and fun-loving. 

 

 

  



Ms. Wheelchair Mississippi 2017 

Rebecca Sentell 

Rebecca lives in Madison, Mississippi and works at the Mississippi 

Department of Rehabilitation Services as a Supported Employment 

Counselor.  She received her Master of Science in Addiction Counseling at 

Mississippi College.  Rebecca enjoys going to church, spending time with 

her family and friends, and playing with her three fur-babies.  She has 

Spina Bifida.  Rebecca describes herself as resilient, positive, and 

compassionate.     

                                                                                                                                        

         

                         Ms. Wheelchair Nevada 2017 

                                            Tammy Townsend 

Tammy lives in Las Vegas, Nevada and has volunteered with Easter 

Seals, United Cerebral Palsy of Southern Nevada, the Nevada 

Association for the Handicapped, and the New Vista Ranch.  She 

studied Spanish and Computer Skills at the Community College of 

Southern Nevada.  Tammy enjoys crafts, music, and eating out.  She 

has Cerebral Palsy.  Tammy describes herself as caring, outgoing, and 

stubborn. 

            

 

Ms. Wheelchair North Carolina 2017 

Deja Barber 

Deja lives in Raleigh, North Carolina and works at the YMCA of the 

Triangle as an afterschool tutor.  She received her degree in Education 

Studies at William Peace University.  Deja enjoys sports, coloring, and 

reading.  She has Cerebral Palsy.  Deja describes herself as focused, 

driven, and outgoing. 

                                                                                                                                          

 

 

                             



Ms. Wheelchair Oklahoma 2017 

Rose Ann Bolin  

Rose Ann lives in Tulsa, Oklahoma and volunteers at the Tulsa Cancer 

Institute of America.  She obtained her Practical Theology Degree at Christ 

for the Nations Institute in Dallas, Texas.  Rose Ann enjoys water sports, 

crafts, and baking.  She has Cerebral Palsy.  Rose Ann describes herself as 

faithful, determined, and adventurous. 

 

 

 

                         

             Ms. Wheelchair Pennsylvania 2017 

                                                    Claire Senita 

Claire lives in Gibsonia, Pennsylvania and works with Journey 

Forward Pittsburgh.  She obtained her Bachelor of Arts in Business 

Management and Finance at Curry College.  Claire enjoys singing, 

painting, and playing wheelchair rugby.  She has a spinal cord injury.  

Claire describes herself as dedicated, inquisitive, and silly. 

 

 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Tennessee 2017 

Andrea Klein  

Andrea lives in Cleveland, Tennessee and works with Life Care Centers of 

America, Inc.  She obtained her Bachelor of Science in English and 

Journalism at Tennessee Technological University.  Andrea enjoys 

photography, cooking, and shopping.  She has Muscular Dystrophy.    

Andrea describes herself as detail-oriented, determined, and talkative.  

 

 

                                                               

                                                                



Ms. Wheelchair Texas 2017 

Kendra Willis 

Kendra lives in Houston, Texas and is a substitute teacher at Galena Park 

and Pasadena Intermediate School District.  She has studied Education at 

Texas Southern University.  Kendra enjoys fundraising, traveling, and 

baking.  She has a spinal cord injury.  Kendra describes herself as hard 

working, direct, and fun. 

 

 

 

                      Ms. Wheelchair Virginia 2017 

                                                   Allyson Hart 

Allyson lives in Roanoke, Virginia and volunteers at Fellowship 

Community Church.  She is studying General Studies at Virginia 

Western Community College.  Allyson enjoys yoga, arts and crafts, 

and writing.  She has Spastic Quadriplegia Hypertension. Allyson 

describes herself as strong, loving, and independent. 

 

                                                                                                                                        

 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Washington 2017 

Kyann Flint 

Kyann lives in Blaine, Washington and volunteers at The Max Higbee 

Center.  She earned her Bachelor of Arts in Humanities at Western 

Washington University.  Kyann enjoys traveling, the outdoors, and 

spending time with friends.  She has Hereditary Spastic Paraplegia, 

Hereditary Neuropathy with Liability to Pressure Palsy, and legal 

blindness.  Kyann describes herself as witty, attentive, and ethical. 

 

 

 



Ms. Wheelchair Wisconsin 2017 

Myranda Gereau 

Myranda lives in Plymouth, Wisconsin and volunteers at Sharon 

Richardson Hospice.  She is studying Human Services at University of 

Wisconsin – Sheboygan.  Myranda enjoys cooking, drawing, and hanging 

out with her sister.  She has Bethlem Myopathy.  Myranda describes 

herself as outgoing, determined, and humorous.  

 

 

  

                           

 

 

 

"The best way 

to predict your 

future is to 

create it." 

- Abraham 

Lincoln 



Awards  

                                                                                                          
Ms. Wheelchair America 2018 
Ms. Wheelchair America 2018 is chosen by the judging panel.  The contestant that earns the 
highest total score during the judging sessions will become Ms. Wheelchair America 2018.    
 

Lifetime Achievement Award 
The Lifetime Achievement Award is chosen by the judges and given to the contestant that they 
believe has made the largest contribution and significant impact for people with disabilities.  
 

Nicki Ard Achievement Award 
The Nicki Ard Achievement Award recipient is chosen by the judges and awarded to the woman 
who exemplifies the philosophy of Nicki Ard, which is to “always exhibit a positive attitude and 
be willing to serve others.”  The delegate receiving this award will have made an outstanding 
contribution to the disability community through her talents, her efforts, and her example. 
 

The Outstanding Speech Award 
The Outstanding Speech Award is chosen by those in attendance on speech night.  Each 
individual attending receives one vote to cast for the contestant that feel delivered the most 
memorable speech of the evening.  
 

The People’s Choice Award 
The People’s Choice Award is presented to the contestant who receives the most votes. Votes 
cost $1.00 each and can be purchased during the week of the pageant.  Forty percent of the 
funds raised will be distributed to the award recipient’s Ms. Wheelchair State Program while 
the remaining funds will go into a Ms. Wheelchair America 2018 Companion Travel Fund.  
 

The Congeniality Award 
The Congeniality Award is chosen by the contestants.  Each contestant cast one vote for the 
person that they feel was kindest, friendliest, most helpful, and caring throughout the week.    
 

The Business Award 
The Business Award is chosen by the various businesses that present workshops, attend events, 
or interact with the contestants.  This award will be given to the contestant that the businesses 
feel was able to communicate on a variety of topics. 
 



Judges 

Head Judge – Carl Daughtery 

Carl E. Daughtery is a native of North Little Rock, Arkansas.  He earned 

his Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology from Philander Smith College in 

Little Rock, and earned a Master’s Degree in Public Administration in 

2001 from Webster University in Jacksonville, Arkansas.  He also 

graduated from the University of Arkansas Currents Leadership Institute 

in 2005. Mr. Daughtery is a 20-year employee for the state of Arkansas.  

In addition to his education, Mr. Daughtery has an exemplary 

background in business and public relation.  Before being appointed to his present position of Chief of Field 

Service in August 2009, Mr. Daughtery served as the Interim Chief of Field Services.  He previously served as 

District Manager for five years in the Vocational Rehabilitation Field Services Program covering North Little 

Rock, Conway, Russellville, and Lonoke field offices. Mr. Daughtery has over 6 years’ experience of judging 

Ms. Wheelchair Arkansas in the natural state. He also was a judge for Ms. Wheelchair America 2012. Mr. 

Daughtery is on the core curriculum board for Vocational Rehabilitation Education for University of 

Arkansas Little Rock and Arkansas Tech University. Mr. Daughtery is member of the Workforce Innovation 

Opportunity Core Planning Team. He leads the Transition Committee and is a member of the Policy, Core 

Measures, and Sector Strategies Committee. Mr. Daughtery is a core member of National Technical 

Assistance Center of Transition.  He is a 13-year member of the National Rehabilitation Association, 

Arkansas Rehabilitation Association and National Association of Multicultural Rehabilitation Concerns. He is 

a current member of the Arkansas Advisory Council for the Education of Children with Disabilities.             

Mr. Daughtery and his wife, Cynthia, have one son, Carl Jr., and one daughter, Gecara.  He plays a very 

active role as husband and father.  As Chief of Field Services, he is committed to providing leadership and 

guidance to Arkansas Rehabilitation Services and advocating for people with disabilities to become 

independent and employed.  

Josie Badger 

Dr. Josie Badger received her Bachelor’s degree from Geneva College in 

Disability Law and Advocacy, a Master’s from the University of Pittsburgh 

in Rehabilitation Counseling, and a Doctorate from Duquesne University 

in Healthcare Ethics.  In 2014 Josie founded J Badger Consulting Inc. Josie 

works at the PEAL Center as the Youth Development Director, assisting 

youth in transition and leadership development.  She is the Co-Director 

of the national RSA- Parent Training and Information Center technical 

assistance center (RAISE). She is also the campaign manager of the 

#IWantToWork Campaign, to improve employment of youth with 

disabilities.  In 2012, Dr. Badger was crowned Ms. Wheelchair America.  Previously, at the national level, 

she worked with the Center for Disease Control and Prevention as an author for the book Launching into 

Adulthood and she served as president and vice president of the National Youth Leadership Network.  On 

the state level, Josie was a founding member and president of the Pennsylvania Youth Leadership Network 

(PYLN) and the Children’s Hospital Advisory Network for Guidance and Empowerment (CHANGE). 



Judges  

Denise DiNoto  

Denise DiNoto is a licensed speech-language pathologist, writer and 

disability advocate.   She is employed as the Communications and 

Outreach Specialist at Consumer Directed Choices (Albany, NY) and 

spends her work days promoting self-direction and independence for 

people with disabilities.  

In 2000, Denise read an article about then current Ms. Wheelchair 

America, Nicki Ard and applied to become an Independent Delegate from 

her home state, New York.   She was named First Runner Up at Ms. 

Wheelchair America 2002. This began her involvement with MWA.  Denise has served the organization as 

State Coordinator of New York (2002-2013); Secretary (2003-2005; 2007-2009; 2010-2011); Vice President 

(2009-2010); and Executive Director (2005-2007).  She is honored to be serving as a judge, one of the few 

jobs she has never performed at a national pageant. 

A former Rotary Youth Exchange Student, Denise is now a proud Rotarian and is President of the Colonie-

Guilderland Rotary Club.  She is also a member of the Stratton VA Toastmasters and Past President of The 

College of Saint Rose Alumni Association.  Denise shares her writing on her blog: 

www.deescribesblog.wordpress.org. 

 

Robert Mecca 

Robert Mecca is the Executive Director for Life and Independence for 
Today (LIFT).  LIFT is a Center for Independent Living in St. Marys, 
Pennsylvania that aims to empower people with disabilities. Along with 28 
years of experience empowering people with disabilities and working in 
the field of Independent Living, Robert has also managed to build 
connections in the disability community through his role as a wheelchair 
basketball player.  
 
After earning his degree in accounting from the Hiram G. Andrews Center, 

Robert returned to his hometown and began searching for activities that individuals with disabilities could 
participate in.  His drive to stay active in the community led him to create The Alleghany Mountain Rollin’ 
Thunder Wheelchair Basketball team, which thrived in Pennsylvania for 17 years. Today, Robert is happily 
married to his wife Dawn and says, “I am living the dream, I just do it sitting down!” 

 

 

 

 



Judges  

Christina Thomas  

Christina Thomas is of Northern Paiute, Western Shoshone, and Hopi 
descent. Her given Hopi name is Dawa Kutsmana, meaning Sweet Corn 
Young Woman. She grew up on the Pyramid Lake Paiute Indian Reservation 
in Wadsworth, Nevada and is an enrolled member of the Reno-Sparks 
Indian Colony. Christina taught Northern Paiute for the Washoe County 
School District from 2010-2015. She now works at the Reno-Sparks Indian 
Colony as a Paiute Language Instructor working with children teaching 
language and culture. 
 

Christina keeps busy with numerous organizations and volunteers her time in her community. Besides 
volunteering much of her time and being an Ambassador of her people, Christina has also been on the 
pageant scene. In 2009 she ran for Miss Indian World where she was a standout for her public speaking and 
singing. In 2010 she ran for Miss Indian Nations where she placed 1st Runner-Up and received the Tribal 
Chairman’s Choice Award. Christina also decided to try her luck in a mainstream pageant. In October 2012 
she became the person to represent the USA at the Miss Humanity International Pageant. She came home 
with the coveted Beauty on a Mission Award and Continental Queen of the Americas. 
 
After taking some time off from school to travel, volunteer, and compete in pageants, Christina decided it 
was time to return to her studies. Once she had her son Jace in January 2016 Christina returned to the 
University of Nevada, Reno to finish her degrees. She is majoring in both Biology and Music. She plans to go 
to dental school and is being trained classically in Voice. 
 
Besides being a teacher of her language Christina is also an accomplished traditional singer and dancer. She 
has performed for the former First Lady Michele Obama, Joe Biden, Senator Harry Reid, and Governor 
Sandoval along with numerous Nevada representatives.  

 

 

"Focus on the journey, not the 

destination. Joy is found not in 

finishing an activity but in doing it.”                                                                 

- Greg Anderson 





 

Ms. Wheelchair Alabama 

Chick-fil-A: University Drive 

Jamila E. Gomez Paparazzi 

Mellow Mushroom Providence 

Myishia Ford 

Freeman Knoxx 

Rebelled Premium Extensions 

Natasha Tubbs 

Lee 

Brittany Ford 

Cassidy Geborkoff 

Rosie Ford 

William Fearn 

Hope Leslie 

Jewlon 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Arizona 

John & Debra Knoepker, Owners of 

Hotel Cleaning Services 

inspireHER, inspirehernow.com 

Kingdom Leadership, 

kingdomleadershipllc.com 

Church for the Nations 

MLash by Obed Montes 

Life Under New Management 

Telecom National 

Fathers & Families Coalition of 

America 

Freedom is Mine 

Victoria Janashvili, ChicCartel 

Evolve Dance & Fitness 

Life Impact LLC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Arkansas 

Kokamo’s Parts & Service, Inc. 

Shangri-La Resort 

Pittman’s Excavation, Inc. 

Gwinn’s Boat Repair & Sales, Inc. 

Marilyn’s RV Park & Old Country 

Store 

Mt. Ida Service Center & Wrecker 

Service 

Ronnie L. Faulkner, DDS, PA 

Action Realty 

William McKimm, Attorney at Law 

Mike Tannehill, O.D. 

Jim & Shirley Lawrence 

Thornton Funeral Service, LLC 

S & P Insurance Partners, LLC 

Lake Quachita One Stop 

MWG & Associates, Inc. 

Polished Salon 

Bob's Food City  

Dairyette 

Double T Diner  

United Country Arkansas 

Properties 

Ouachita River Haven Resort 

Wal-Mart 

Mountain Harbor Resort and Spa  

Windows USA  

Ouachita Explorer, Inc  

Hair and all that Jazz  

Montgomery County News Paper  

Bear State Bank  

Community Outreach Ministry  

Magic Springs and Crystal Falls  

True-Value 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Wheelchair California 

Beryl Goss and Associates 

Mark Richardson Sr. 

Mark Richardson II 

Aliyon Richardson 

Gerald Blockmon 

Dr. Alette Coble-Temple 

Rosie Humphrey 

Consuela Mackey  

Operation Confidence 

Stephanie Marshall 

Melany Mulvey 

Jeri Deveraux & The Princess Project 

Samantha Ortega 

Linda Botti 

Eric Ward 

Markeese Tillman 

Barbara Goodman 

Kathleen Barajas 

Kamelia Reed 

Torry Norrell 

Jessica Pedraja 

Chelsea Becker 

Bridget Goss and Family 

Mary Zendejas 

Imperial Courts Long Beach 

Payton and Annie Amicker 

The Free Mason Los Angeles 

Chapter 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Colorado  

United Access 

Grand Mesa Medical 

Chuck’s Marine 

Brumbaugh Family 

J Lock and Key, Alarms & Cameras 

The Palisade Winery 

Many Other Family & Friends 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 Titleholder Sponsors 

“I think a hero is any person 

really intent on making this a 

better place for all people.” 

- Maya Angelou 
 
 



 

Ms. Wheelchair Connecticut 

Judy Mazurick & Erik Mazurick 

Chapter 126 -  Sports and Fitness: 

An Oak Hill Center 

Kelly Boscarino 

Lisa Barbati 

The Rourke's 

Helen Johnson & Kathleen Johnson 

The Rotondo Family 

The Harvell Family 

The Petrakis Family 

The Christensen Family 

The Buchanan Family 

The Boyle Family 

The Neumann Family 

The Barker Family 

The Ferrari Family 

Physical Therapy Center of Rocky 

Hill 

The Halliday Family 

The Walter Family 

James Zipadelli 

The Shopis Family 

The Harrison Family 

Paul Hammons 

Samantha Dzierlatka 

The Eisenberg Family 

The Bobenski Family 

The Williams Family 

Lisa & Bob Pagliaro 

Diane Lieberfarb 

The Karabin Family 

Debi Auger 

Lois Silver 

Cheryl MacInnis 

The Stote Family 

And Many Others 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Florida 

National Center for Accessibility 

Florida Disability Advocates Law 

Firm 

 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Illinois 

Phigenics 

The Maher Family 

Matt Maher 

Chipotle 

The Diamondaire 

The Hildebrant Family 

Bull Valley Ford 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Indiana  

House of Prayer Church 

Jeff Ellington, State Representative 

Hope Ellington 

Toni & Danny Lady 

Rita Barrow, Van Buren Trustee 

Marty Hawk, Monroe Co. District 11 

Bob Taylor & Taylor Paving 

Veryleana McArtor 

Justin Fox 

Bob Lagarde 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Iowa 

Michelle & Richard Soyer 

Patrick & Michelle Soyer 

Clara Stults 

Kelli and Paul Soyer 

Shirley Buelow 

Sherry Slater 

Shellie Smaha 

Louise Rosenberg 

Jerri Scott 

Mary St. Onge 

Norm & Sue Repplinger 

Shelby Shull 

Lindsay & Sam Soyer 

Kevin & Vicki Sanders 

Diane Baker 

Cheryl DeFranceschi 

Allissa Buelow 

Kyle Soyer 

Johnston Family Dentistry 

National Seating and Mobility 

 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Kansas 

Independence Inc. 

Prairie Band Pottawatomie Nation 

Individual Contributors from 

GoFundMe 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Kentucky  

Frazier Rehabilitation Foundation 

Superior Van and Mobility 

Beechland Baptist Church 

Diane & Jim Sampson 

Leigh Lancia 

Kathy & Joe LaGreek 

Joe O'Bryan 

Women on Mission 

Live Wires 

Kathy Darby 

Adults with Disabilities Game Night 

The Seekers 

Bob Powers 

Tracy & Lorne Prewitt 

Todd & Jenny Buckman 

Kathy & Bill Summers 

Brenda Smith 

Hazel Smothers 

Cory Young 

Brooke Burrows 

Chuch & Raquel Love 

Demmer Bryant 

Nanny "B"'s Boutique 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 Titleholder Sponsors 

“Kind words can 
be short and easy to 

speak, but their 
echoes are truly 

endless.”  
― Mother Teresa 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/838305.Mother_Teresa


 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Maryland  

Robert Watson 

The Ms. Wheelchair Maryland 

State Program 

Shannon Minnick   

The Ms. Wheelchair Maryland 

Assistant Coordinator 

The League for People with 

Disabilities  

David A. Greenberg, C.E.O. 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Michigan 

James Wright 

Adrian Wright 

Chase Stearns 

Pilgrim Baptist Church 

Alethea Simmons 

George & Laurie Washington 

Marrions Studios 

Marciles Dress Shop 

Pollock Randall Funeral Home 

Smith Family Funeral Homes 

Goodells Market 

Print Shop 

Arvilla & Walter Williams 

Lisa Cathey 

Lynch's Lawn & Garden 

Grondins Hair Salon 

GNS Medical Supply 

Terri MacIntosh 

Corie Painter 

Michelle Coon 

Kellie & Greg Pierson 

Right Entertainment 

James Trost 

Suzanne's Fashions 

Kevin & Tonya Watkins 

Victoria Simmons 

B&D Service 

Mark Washington 

Goodwill 

Ms. Wheelchair Michigan, Inc. 

 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Minnesota  

Ms. Wheelchair Minnesota - Board 

Members 

Al and Betty Neuman 

Key Medical 

Reliable Medical 

Handi Medical 

Corner Medical 

Jackie Semrad 

Michelle Stout 

Jenn Kennedy 

Jo Erbes 

Veronica Schulz 

Monica Bingelli 

Fit for Recovery - Joshua Nix 

Jennifer Lutton 

Joan Wilshire 

Melanie Fry 

Jeff & Deanna Kerr 

The Board & all volunteers 

associated with Ms. Wheelchair 

America 

Last but first in my heart, my son, 

Oliver Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Mississippi 

Bike Crossing 

J's Mobility Unlimited Inc. 

Sidekicks Referral Agency 

The Feathered Cow 

Basil's 

Rooster's 

Shelter Insurance - Steve Thomas 

Stanley Family Dental 

Maintenance Man for Seniors 

Images Salon - Maggie Heath 

Martha Grace Gray Photography 

Wells Graphics 

Chane Studio 

New Life Baptist Church 

Mississippi Coalition for Citizens 

with Disabilities 

Mississippi Department of 

Rehabilitation Services 

Polles Properties 

Metro 24 Bowling 

Shayna's Boutique 

Rehabilitation Association of 

Mississippi 

ARC of Mississippi 

Mostly Martha's Florist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 Titleholder Sponsors 

“Every second brings a fresh beginning... 

Every hour holds a new promise... 

Every night our dreams can bring new hope... 

And everyday is what you choose to make it!" 

- Unknown 

 



 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Nevada 

Anderson Dairy 

Dave & Joan Coon 

Harley Davidson 

Mobility Center 

Bootlegger Italian Bistro 

Cynthia Townsend 

Alice Townsend 

Joyce Townsend 

Bill Townsend 

Barbara Evans 

Robert Malinowski 

Mark & Etenn Neese 

Tamara Vargas 

Maury Rincon 

Joe Stoner 

Shelly Loose 

Stephanie Deible 

Yvonne Manriquez and Frank 

Tim Welch 

Christy Means 

Shelly Collins 

Shirley Womack 

Rainbow Library Friends 

Paul Gray 

Lessie Rowland 

 

Ms. Wheelchair North Carolina 

Ashley Thomas 

Debbie Myers 

Jerry Stalls 

Kenny & Karen Stallings 

Dane Barber 

Sarah J. Atkins 

John Atkins, Jr. 

Mary and Jay-Len Roberts 

Lucille Barber 

John & Andi Atkins 

Allie Legett - Pink Allie 

Shannon Atkins 

Brent Atkins 

Brittany Stresing 

Natasha Brown 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Oklahoma 

Cailan Fry 

Ms. Wheelchair Oklahoma State 

Program 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Pennsylvania 

BLACKBURN'S 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Tennessee 

Clay Divas Design 

Pat & Ted Lewis 

Dr. Mark & Mrs. Regina Williams 

Sonia Klein 

Laurel Klein 

Andrea & Jack Southerland 

Kathryn Bryant 

Brad Williams 

Janice McLatchy 

Barbara Johnson 

Becky Smith 

Lenoy Joe 

Darrell Thurman 

Sharon Cook 

Jane Scruggs 

Dorothy Craigo 

Terry Beaty 

Mark Barnett 

Pat & Gary Stonecipher 

Susan Kilby 

Lori Coleman 

Marisue & Terence Martin 

Sherry Murray 

Araceli Gama 

Betty Brakebill 

Audrea McBrayer 

Donna Malone 

Susan Malone 

Lucie Farrar 

Alliese & Dave Owenby 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Texas 

Michael Hart 

Alfred Willis 

Arain Scott 

Don Scott 

Tikisha Goodman 

Toni Allen 

Jasmine Brown 

Christina Coffey 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Virginia  

Hart & Hart Attorney, Ltd. 

Ms. Wheelchair Virginia Board of 

Directors 

Fellowship Community Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 Titleholder Sponsors 

 “Never doubt 

that a small 

group of 

thoughtful, 

committed, 

citizens can 

change the 

world. Indeed, 

it is the only 

thing that 

ever has.”  

― Margaret 

Mead 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/61107.Margaret_Mead
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/61107.Margaret_Mead


 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Washington 

Ms. Wheelchair Washington State 

Program  

Harley-Davidson 

Bellingham Community Food Co-op  

Grace Church of Bellingham 

 Muscular Dystrophy Association 

ABC Medical 

Washington Tourism Alliance 

Magdalena's Creperie 

Amy Ashby - Tupperware  

The D.A.C. 

Curt & Thea Wilson 

 Walser/Reilly Family 

Bill Flint 

 Larry & Susan Forsythe 

 Doug & Libby Bateman 

 Melissa Espinosa 

 Bill & Robbi Winters 

 Wilson Family 

 Morris Family 

 Walter & Stephanie Flint 

 Larisa Snydal 

 Dan and Jan White 

 Leber/Smith Family 

 Steve & Judy Hazel 

 Felicity Nitz 

 Adam & Ann Fulton 

 Dave & Jamie Dickson 

 Jeff a Linda Vaughn 

 Curtis & MaryAnn Fenimore 

And all my wonderful family and 

friends who have so generously 

supported me 

 

Ms. Wheelchair Wisconsin  

Plymouth Brewing Company 

More Frosting Please 

Tim & Katie Hansen 

Dr. Jeffery Britton 

Sartori Cheese Company 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 Titleholder Sponsors 

"Be an advocate 

for the people 

and causes 

important to 

you, using the 

most powerful 

tool only you 

have—your 

personal stories.” 

― John Capecci 

and Timothy 

Cage 
 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/6905370.John_Capecci_and_Timothy_Cage
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/6905370.John_Capecci_and_Timothy_Cage
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/6905370.John_Capecci_and_Timothy_Cage


Ms. Wheelchair America & Host State Sponsors 

Ms. Wheelchair America, Inc., the host state of Pennsylvania, and Ms. 

Wheelchair Pennsylvania, Inc. would like to thank the following 

sponsors for their generous donations. Without their support, the 

National competition and advocacy efforts of our organization would 

not be possible. 

Ms. Wheelchair America, Inc. Sponsors: 

American Airlines 

Schwartrz, Roller and Zwilling 

Mobility Works 
 

Host State & 2017 Pageant Sponsors: 

Shriner's Hospital of Erie 

Think Beyond The Chair 

GNS Medical Supply 

Quantum Rehab                                                                                                               

HealthSouth                                                                                                                                 

McKean County Rifle Club                                                                                                   

Kenneth Cantrell                                                                                                                                

Philo & Sarah Blaisdell Foundation                                                                                                              

The Drummond Family                                                                                                               

Kenny Bergeron 

 

 







Sheri Melander-Smith 

Corner Home Medical is family owned business and an industry leader in Minnesota.  
We carry a full line of home durable medical equipment from hospital beds to mobility  

equipment to CPAP and complex respiratory equipment, including ventilators.   

866-535-5335     www.CornerHomeMedical.com 

Corporate Headquarters: 2730 Nevada Ave N, New Hope, MN  55427 

Eleven Retail Locations: Apple Valley, Bloomington, Fridley, Golden Valley,  
Maplewood, New Ulm, Osseo, Red Wing, Rochester, Saint Cloud, Woodbury. 

Your Friends at Corner Home Medical 

are cheering you on as you compete 

in the Ms. Wheelchair America Contest! 

Ms Wheelchair Minnesota 2017 



 





 



 

 

 

 

 

  



Ms.  Wheelchair  

Arkansas  2017  

G O O D  L U C K  T I F F A N Y  

Y O U R  F R I E N D S  A T  B E A R  S T A T E  
B A N K  A R E  S O  P R O U D  O F  Y O U ! !  





GNS Medical Supplies can provide all the supplies you need to 
treat a broad range of medical conditions, including incontinence, 
diabetes, ostomy and urological conditions. In fact, we have access 
to nearly 40,000 products to meet a wide variety of medical needs.

14304 Fenton Rd. Fenton, MI 48430
Phone: 1-810-208-6006 | Fax: 1-810-208-6007

Wound Care Supplies 
• Antimicrobial dressings
• Foam dressings
• Silicone dressings
• Gauze
• Wound cleansers
• Debriders

Urological Supplies 
• Intermittent catheters
• Foley catheters
• Male external catheters
• Catheter insertion kits
• Leg/Drainage bags
• Irrigation supplies

GNS Medical Supplies will work with your doctor or health care 
providers to select the right medical supplies to meet your unique needs. 
Please call us today at 1-810-208-6006 to learn more.

Taking Care of All Your  
Medical Supply Needs 

Why Choose Us?

Gaining New Self Medical Supplies (“GNS”) was created by Ms. Wheelchair 
Michigan 2011, Sharina Jones, out of the desire to provide quality medical 
supplies, while also giving back to the community. GNS Medical Supplies has 
one goal, enabling people and disabling stereotypes. We give 30% of profits 
back to the community in the form of grants through the non-profit, Think 
Beyond The Chair. We provide urological, ostomy, wound care, compression 
stockings, and diabetic supplies.  Give us a call to be a part of a company that 
cares about our community!

Please sign up for 
events and volunteer 

opportunities 

www.ThinkBeyondTheChair.org
248-247-8118

P.O. Box 70997
Rochester Hills, MI 48307

Provides Social 
Acitivies, Events, 

Support, 
Education and 
Advocacy for 
People with 
Disabilities.

Annual Events:

Party in the Park 
Detroit Tigers Game 
Comedy Night Out 
Holiday Gift Program

Quality of Life Grants 
Available





 

Wendy on Wheels is a proud 
supporter of this year’s  

Ms. Wheelchair America  

National Pageant! 



A mobility transfer sling that enables people to transfer a 

person who needs assistance from 

one location to another.  Without 

ever physically touching the person 

that needs assistance. 

The Pakkie weighs 9 ounces and supports 300 lbs. 

Compact and easy to use!

         800-351-8375

www.pakkie.info          pakkieinfo@gmail.com









We are proud to support
Ms. Wheelchair America
in its efforts to empower
women of achievement
through leadership,
advocacy, and education.

t f y i s
quantumrehab.com

 866-800-2002



American Airlines, the Flight Symbol logo and the Tail Symbol are marks of American Airlines, Inc. oneworld is a mark of the oneworld alliance, LLC. 
© 2016 American Airlines, Inc. All rights reserved.

Here’s to those 
who elevate the 

world around them.
American is proud to support Ms. Wheelchair America.



Experience Abilities Expo!

Achieve greater 
independence through:

Latest products and services
Expert-led workshops
One-on-one engagement 
Revitalizing sports
Kid-friendly fun
Adaptive dance
Service animals
Essentials for seniors

FREE
ADMISSION

Register online today. I t ’s free!

Serving the Community 
Since 1979

#AbilitiesExpo

Houston
August 4-6, 2017 

Boston
September 8-10, 2017

San Mateo 
October  27-29, 2017

DC Metro
December 1-3, 2017

 Toronto
January 19-21, 2018

Los Angeles
February 23-25, 2018

New York Metro
May 4-6, 2018

Chicago 
June 29-July 1, 2018
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