g
i -

il g

W PAIVATAY P Ad
b N SR A

HARNESSING ENERGY AND

, P EMPOWERING
WOMEN ON WHEELS

MBE R | C A
207+

PAGEANT AND LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
JuLy 15-21, 2013 HOUSTON, TEXAS




{“"‘(’:I(//%‘, £ -.

7

.

2 7 A
{ tre

7z

(eidelets:

72

/_/’

4

=sche

rich Niet



In August 2012, I began my year as Ms. Wheelchair America with a thought, a possibility, to transform
communities across the United States. An ideal for cities to be “Inclined for Inclusion.” A hope that
architectural and attitudinal barriers could be broken down in order to transform society as a whole. From Texas, to
Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, Arkansas, South Dakota, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Oklahoma and Illinois, that
possibility fueled my travels throughout the year.

I’ve enjoyed this once in a lifetime opportunity to share my message and mission. It was an honor to be an
advocate and spokesperson for the more than 57 million people living with (dis)abilities throughout the United
States. While I had the chance to share with newspapers, magazines, radio and television media, attend
conferences, resource fairs and expos. my favorite part of the year was always connecting with the people at each
event.

In Tennessee, [ shared at Belmont University. I had the opportunity to meet 100’s of occupational therapy
students. These students were inquisitive, curious and encouraged me in my goals. By hearing the lived
experiences of someone with a disability, they were better able 10 understand the world that their future patients
live in. Their thoughts on disability were expanded and transformed. They could see firsthand the importance of
Inclusion. The elementary schools in Arkansas, Hawaii and Texas were some of my favorites. I loved meeting the
students and encouraging them to have a positive perspective on people with all abilities. By transforming the
youth, society as a whole can truly be transformed.

In Arkansas, 1 took part in a sports and recreational group that is transforming the views of their community.
The I Can! Dance group, is actively demonstrating that i/ things are possible. In the dance group children of all
abilities perform and have their moment to shine. The recital is well attended by community members, including
the First Lady of Arkansas.

I also got to take part in many fun activities throughout the year. This was especially true in South Dakota
participating in my unforgettable week with Ski For Light! Along with more than 80 skiers, I got to fly downhill
on a bi-ski, make snow angels and cruise on a snowmobile. The volunteers that I met were the best of the best.
During my interview at Ms. Wheelchair America, | was asked if I had the chance to take away my disability would
L I immediately answered no to the question. The reason | answered no, is in part because of experiences like Ski
For Light. The people at Ski For Light are the true example of friendship, encouragement and support. They
motivate and inspire your spirit. I have met many amazing people like that throughout all my events this year.
These connections and friendships have transformed my life.

The Ms. Wheelchair America participants have become like my sisters. Their encouragement has been a big
support this year. I was able to reconnect with some of the Ms. Wheelchair America participants in almost every
trip. In Columbus, OH we attended the National Presidential Forum on Disability Issues. In the nonpartisan forum,
presidential candidate representatives presented their campaign’s positions on matters relating to Americans with
disabilities. We were encouraged to use our voices to transform society and fully pursue the American Dream
alongside our able-bodied peers. The opening remarks were profoundly inspiring: “Lead on. Lead on. Speak out
loudly and proudly with one voice that nothing shall be done about us without us. As a community of Americans
with disabilities our voices need to be heard when deciding the policies that affect everyone in this nation. We must
exercise our full participation. If we don 't step up to that next level of evolution we will always be subject io the
ignorance that results in low expectations masked as compassion that robs us of our true viable future as fully
participating members in this experience called America. It will be a better America because we are fully
participating in it.”

My year that started as just a thought. became possible due to the efforts of many who have supported my
dreams through their generosity, kindness and encouragement. You have a special place in my heart and 1 will
forever by grateful.

Thank you,
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T TS o ooz 2 o vouto the great state of Texas for the 2014 Ms. Wheel-

Chmr Agmerce Peemem. The Lone Star State has a deep-seated history anchored in
mome mdlememcemcs. o Lo alny - all qualities of the titleholders who have traveled
B e cowmer o participate in this week’s events.

zw.2s Foundation has worked tirelessly over the past 14

TRW STouic @ Troomio ool is strong in content, unyielding in fun, and rich in
rhoad. Tow Zow oo oz Pageant Country”, but the Ms. Wheelchair America
Poreran prowdh serrs 2 & f:,','-i'. oicture. Honoring women for their accomplishments,
BOVOCEC . I owarr e Tedeiines the concept of a pageant. Instead of a stage filled with

seropanes wie are ciiigued based on society’s idea of physical perfection, our

osiamis wmpart 2 orogressive notion that real beauty is not measured by the number of

=acs vou mEm bes by the number of hearts you touch.

he namesals o -ost oy and first governor of Texas, Sam Houston, said, “A leader
s somcomes W heps mmprone the lives of other people or the system they live under.”
He has pomoo ) oomed oven participant in the Ms. Wheelchair America Program. The
A OHNCT CHETES o w2 2s therr stateTs titleholder and the countless other advocates from
1he orzamimoor = =2 sz estony, have answered the call to action bestowed upon them by
the need for champe The Inves of people with disabilities in our country today have been
ch Temzemec o0 the zood works of a program that was built upon a foundation

Houszon. the Energy Capitol of the World. evervone will know that
=x2s or the empowered women of Ms. Wheelchair America 2014!

Yours sincerely.
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Hi Yall,

On behalf of the Ms. Wheelchair America Inc. Board of Directors, | would like to welcome you to Ms.
Wheelchair America 2014, here in beautiful Houston, Texas. Are you ready for an amazing week? Are
you ready to learn and share? | hope so. You will be challenged and changed.

Dr. Philip K. Wood saw challenge. He had devoted his career to rehabilitation, helping people use their
talents, capabilities, and determination to be productive members of society. In 1972, he established
Ms. Wheelchair America as a forum for change, a simple way for promoting the achievements and
accomplishments of women who utilized wheelchairs for mobility. This year, as we crown the 42" Ms.
Wheelchair America it is important we take a moment to thank Dr. Wood for his commitment.

This organization has challenged and changed countless people, including you. | want to congratulate
you for all you have achieved to get here. You truly represent what Ms. Wheelchair America is all about.
You will have the opportunity to show your talents, capabilities, determination and share your platform.

Behind the scenes of this amazing organization are the state coordinators. They keep this program
running at the state level, without their time and commitment, you would not be here. 1 would like to
thank them for their hard work and dedication, as well as, challenge them to continue the work started
by Dr. Wood.

A very special thank you goes out to Angela Wrigglesworth, The Ms. Wheelchair Texas Foundation and
the amazing volunteers that have worked tirelessly to prove everything is bigger (and better) in Texas! All
the planning will help them share the Lone Star State and prove why you “Don’t Mess with Texas”. Hold
on tight, we are in for a wild ride!

Finally, thanks to all of you for being here and helping us recognize and celebrate an amazing group of
women!

SM&LL@ Loose

President, Ms. Wheelchair America, Inc.

P.O. Box 86 —Byron Center, Michigan 49315
1-877-MSWHEEL (679-4335)
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Rachel McNeill came back home when she joined Local 2 in September 2001.

Her career has taken her on the road 1o stations in New Orleans, Raleigh, N.C. and Midland, Texas. Her
education is pure Texan: Rache! gracduated from Cypress Creek High school in northwest Houston, and she
has a Broadcast Journalism degree from the University of Texas at Austin.

Some of the "big" stories Rachel has covered recently for Local 2 include the Newtown School Shootings,

the West Plant Explosion and the 2013 Presidential Inauguration.

When she is not working at Local 2. Rachel is proud to host the "Big Taste of Houston" benefiting Big
Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Houston. www.bbbstx.org. Rachel is also an Advisory Board member with
Dress for Success Houston, which helps provide interview suits, confidence boosts and career development
to more than 3,000 women annually. Another group close to Rachel's heart is the Zina Garrison Academy,
www.zinagarrison.org. The non-profit organization provides mentoring, educational opportunities and, of

course, tennis skills to children in Houston.

You can see Rachel on KPRC Local 2 News at 4 p.m. Monday through Friday.



Corelestants

MS. WHEELCHATR ALABAMA

| PAULA MONTGOMERY RODNEY
| Paula lives in Huntsville, Alabama and works at Yendora Advocacy Group. She obtained a Bachelors of Science
4 from Spelman College. Paula enjoys traveling, Broadway productions, and singing. She has multiple sclerosis
! onset from February 5, 2005. Paula describes herself as compassionate, active, and driven.

| MS. WHEELCHAIR CALIFORNIA
3 “ MARGARITA ELIZONDO

W Margarita lives in San Diego, California and is the Director of Public Relations at Access Medical. She studied
Administration in Disability Services at Grossmont Community College. Margarita enjoys dancing, painting, and
writing. She has a spinal cord injury at ¢/6-7 level. Margarita describes herself as spiritual, loving, and passionate.

Ms. WHEELCHAIR COLORADO

MARY COLECCHI

Mary resides in Denver, Colorado and is a disability advocate that aspires to own an Independent Life Skills
Trainer Company. She is obtaining a bachelor’s degree in health care management from Regis University. Mary
enjoys photography, gardening, live music, and being outdoors in her beautiful state. She is a hemiplegic with an
acquired brain injury due to a stroke in 2008. Mary describes herself as aspiring, motivational and reliable.

4 MS. WHEELCHAIR DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

. | LAKENDRA NELSON-PETERSON
4 akendra lives in Washington D.C. and works for Bread for the City. She obtained a diploma in medical assistance
| from Everest College. Lakendra enjoys writing, spending time with family and traveling. She has had type III
Osteogensis Imperfecta since birth. Lakendra describes herself as confident, energetic, and kind-hearted.

MS. WHEELCTIAIR FLORIDA

LISA JACKSON

Lisa lives in Pensacola, Florida. She reccived her Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education from the University
of West Florida. Lisa enjoys singing, directing the youth and fellowship choirs at church, and spending time with
family and friends. She is a double amputee and legally blind since 1995. Lisa describes herself as dedicated.
outgoing and funny.

MS. WHEELCHAIR ILLINOIS

DANIELLE AUSTIN

Danielle lives in Carol Stream, Illinois and works at the Community Consolidated School District 93 and Glenbard
School District 87. She received a Rehabilitation Services BS and University Studies BS from Southern Illinois
| University Carbondale. Danielle enjoys reading, watching sports, and working out. She has cerebral palsy onset
from birth. Danielle describes herself as ambitious, honest, and trustworthy.
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| MS. WHEEI i
| BRANDY MCCORI
Brandy lives in Greznwood. Indiana and works at Corizon, a medical and mental health provider for the Indiana

Department of Correcuon
recei\'eda? hel

21so volunteers at Faster Seals Crossroads with Special Needs Children. She
s i So nd Behaviora[ Sciences with a Minor in Criminal Justice from Indiana University

was diagnosed wi;h Systemic Lupus in 2002 and End Stage Renal Failure in 2003. Brandy
s ouigomg. joviul, and unstoppable.

+ Hartford, Iowa and works for the Waterloo Community School District as a Para-Educator.
1 Associate in Science degree in Human Services and Disability Studies from Iowa Lakes
=ge in Estherville, Iowa. Tasha enjoys participating in adapted basketball, track & field and
¢ with family and friends, taking care of her miniature pinscher-Speedy, and mentoring young

R KANSAS

WaKeeney, Kansas and is primarily a domestic engineer or co-manager of her household. She
reiary at Wakeeney Church of God, is a piano teacher, and a bookkeeper. She obtained Bachelor’s
naviorzl Science and Bible/Theology from Mid-America Bible College and a Master’s Degree in
from ‘:nends Umver51ty Angel en_]oys spending time with family and frlends readmg, and

Iz, Kenmcky and works as a Rehabilitation Technologist for the Kentucky Office of

Vocational R he eamed a Bachelor’s from Texas A&M University, a Master’s from Midwestern

State Universin ond ?.'*:'e* s from the University of Pittsburgh. Heather enjoys photographing whatever
catches her é; e. 2t every opportunity, and surfing with Life Rolls On. She was bom with Limb Girdle
Muscular Dw \ _:::._‘TE:-L until 1990, and it was eventually diagnosed in 2002. Heather describes

herself as creative. compassionate. and adventurous.

Ms. WHEEI
ANITA GRAY
Anita lives in Baton Rouge. Louisiana and is a Senior Technical Support Advisor at Kelly Services. She studied

Philosophy from Louisianza S State L niversity. Anita enjoys reading, genealogy. cooking, attending events to support
others in the community who live with a disability, and spending time with her niece. She has been a paraplegic
(T4/5 SCI) since December 17. 1599. Anita describes herself as friendly, resourceful, and pragmatic.

MS., WHEELCHAIR MARYLAND

PATRINA FRANKLIN

Patrina lives in Churchton, Maryland and works at Omni House. She obtained an Associate degree from Anne
Arundel Community College. Patrina enjoys shopping, scrapbooking, and spending time with family and friends.
She has a spinal cord injury. Patrina describes herself as energetic, courageous, and dependable.
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MS. WHEELCHAIR MASSACHUSETTS

NICOLE TARZIA

Nicole lives in Pembroke, Massachusetts and works at Grandma Em’s Diaper Cakes and More, and ACN
International. She earned a Master of Social Work in Clinical Therapy from Simmons College. Nicole enjoys
traveling, mono-skiing, teaching religious education, and spending time with her family. She is quadriplegic onset
3| from cerebral palsy since birth. Nicole describes herself as approachable, fun-loving, and determined.

Ms. WHEELCHAIR MICHIGAN

LINH HUYNH

Linh lives in Grand Rapids, Michigan and works as the Social Media Director for Nail Works while volunteering
with the Child Life Department at Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital and Metro Health Hospital. She eamned a
Bachelor of Science in Psychology from Grand Valley State University. Linh enjoys baking, spending time with
her family/sorority sisters, painting and volunteering with children. She was born with Spinal Muscular Atrophy.
Linh describes herself as funny, wholehearted, and compassionate.

Ms. WHEELCHAIR MINNESOTA

. | CRISSA KNOTT

N Crissa lives in Winona, Minnesota and has volunteered at the Kenyon Sunset Home and Paws and Claws. She
received a B.A. in Psychology from Winona State University. Crissa enjoys fishing, reading, watching movies,

and spending time with family and friends. She was bormn with Cerebral Palsy. Crissa describes herself as
| intelligent, friendly, and empathetic.

Ms. WHEELCHAIR MISSISSIPPI

| KEBRA MOORE

| Kebra lives in Meridian, Mississippi, and she is a Gospel/Inspirational singer. She received her B.A. in Music
»' | Education with a concentration in voice from Claflin University in Orangeburg, S.C. Kebra enjoys singing,

reading, and involved in her “Beautiful Campaign”, while travleling with the “Ability Expo”. She has a T-12
incomplete fracture. Kebra describes herself as passionate, caring , and ambitious.

MS. WHEELCHAIR NEVADA

ASHLEY VARNDELL

W | Ashley lives in Las Vegas, Nevada and works at Home Depot as a Specialty Sales Lead Generator, and volunteers
8| with the Clark County School District. She obtained a Culinary Certificate from Chantilly Academy Culinary
| School in 1999, a Department of Criminal Justice Certification in 2002, a Virginia Real Estate License in 2004 and

became a Virginia Certified Tax Professional in 2009. Ashley enjoys cooking, home remodeling projects,
wheelchair basketball and being an Aunt to her identical twin nieces, Sydney and Natalie. She has had an
undiagnosed progressive disability since the age of 10. Ashley describes herself as confident, positive, and driven.

MS. WHEELCHAIR NEW JERSEY

MAGGIE REDDEN

Margaret “Maggie” Redden lives in Jersey City, New Jersey and works as the community outreach coordinator for
Paralympic Sports Club NJ. She received her bachelor’s degree in Communications from Pennsylvania State
University in 2007. Maggie enjoys singing as a member of the Cantigas Women’s Choir, going out on the track in
¥ her racing chair to stay physically fit and healthy, and taking yoga and zumba classes. She contracted Polio as a
B baby in India. Maggie describes herself as eclectic, philanthropic, and athletic.




= MS. WHEELCHAIR NORTH CAF

il MORGAN NORRIS
Morgan lives in : ville. North Carolina where she earmned her Dental Hygiene license at Asheville/Buncombe
| Tech and looks forv I her career in the pediatric area of her field. Morgan was injured at level T12

8 in February of 201 1. She describes herself as smart, compassionate, and motivated.

tves o Fostoria, Ohio and works at Wright Patterson Air Force Base. She is studying Organizational
ip om Wright State University. Jessica enjoys shopping, bowling, event planning, and Relay for Life.
mal Muscular Atrophy which limits her ability to gain muscle. Jessica describes herself as outgoing,
orking. and smart.

JKL AHOMA
KELSEY BALLHORN

Relsey lives in El Reno, Oklahoma and works at the Bank of Union. She received her diploma from El Reno High
School. Kelsey enjoys spending time with family and friends, going to the lake, cooking, and doing things within
the community. She has been paraplegic since November of 2006. Kelsey describes herself as honest,
compassionate. and family oriented.

d MS. WHEELCHAIR PENNSYLVANIA

| KATIE SMITH

| Katie lives in Stahlsiown. Pennsylvania and is a substitute elementary and special education teacher at Mount
| Pleasant Area School District. Ligonier Valley School District and Valley School of Ligonier. She obtained a

k| Bachelor of Arts Degres in Psychology from Seton Hill University. Katie enjoys engaging in adaptive sports

including quadriplegic rugby. skiing, horseback riding, and handcycling, any outlet for artistic creativity, and

volunteering in the community. She became a quadriplegic in 2007 after a spinal cord injury. Katie describes
herself as genuine. compassionate and determined.

MS. WHEELCHAIR TENNESSEE

BLISS WELCH

Bliss lives in Harrison, Tennessee and works at Island Cove Marina & Resort. She obtained a Bachelor’s in
Organizational Management from Covenant College and is currently working towards her Master’s of
Accountancy at the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga. Bliss enjoys spending time with her family and
friends, documenting life through pictures, educating children about individuals with disabilities, and meeting new
people from all walks of life. Bliss was diagnosed with Limb Girdle Muscular Dystrophy 2B at the age of 19. Bliss
describes herself as compassionate, decisive, and resourceful.

MS. WHEELCHAIR TEXAS

HALEY CORNELIUS

Haley lives in Tomball, Texas and volunteers at Houston Elementary Schools and Children’s Hospital and Fort
Hood Hospital. She obtained a Bachelors of Liberal Arts from Nebraska Wesleyan University and Texas State
University. Haley enjoys golf, swimming, shopping, and Texans and Husker football. She is a traumatic paraplegic
that was injured on July 4, 2001 in a boating accident. Haley describes herself as stubborn, intelligent, and a
firecracker.




Corlestarts

MS. WHEELCHAIR UTAH

ARIANNE NAKASONE

Arianne lives in Roy, Utah and attends the Canyon View Life Program and volunteers as an Assistant LDS
| Activity Days Leader. Ari enjoys traveling, collecting cookbooks, visiting Diners, Drive-ins and Dives, and using
her communication device to read to young children. She has Spastic Quadriplegia Cerebral Palsy. Ari describes
herself as happy, adventurous, and kind.

MS. WHEELCHAIR VIRGINIA

BRITTANY YATES

Brittany lives in Bassett, Virginia and works at Friday Night Friends. She has an EMT certification and Child
CPR training from the PERT Program at the Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center. Brittany enjoys advocating,
mentoring, outdoor activities, and traveling to and visiting concerts and amusement parks, as well as spending
time with loved ones. She has Spina Bifida, a neural tube defect in which her spine did not close prior to birth.
Brittany describes herself as independent, reliable, and confident.

MS. WHEELCHAIR WASHINGTON

JENNIFER LYNN ADAMS

Jennifer lives in Tacoma, Washington and is self employed as a Motivational Speaker. She studied psychology at
| Pacific Lutheran University. Jennifer enjoys singing, oil painting, skateboarding, and public speaking, She was
born with partial limbs. Jennifer describes herself as joyful, musical, and giving.

MS. WHEELCHAIR WISCONSIN

AMBER LEE GILBERG

Amber lives in Eau Claire, Wisconsin and runs her independently owned business, Beautifully Different, where
| she is a freelance graphic/website designer and portrait artist. She is also an AVON sales representative. She
obtained a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in graphic and multimedia design combined with business marketing
from the University of Wisconsin-Stout. Amber enjoys bowling in her local bowling league, training her service

.8 dog, spending time with friends and family, and is an avid Apple fan. She was born with Athetoid Cerebral Palsy.

Amber describes herself as creative, intelligent, and compassionate.
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ALABAMA
Downtown Rescue
First Baptist Church
Union Hill

CALIFORNIA

The Hilton Long Beach
Push America

Phi Kappa Phi of CSULB
Coloplast

SC Foundation

The HSC Pediatric Center

The HSC Health Care System

D.C. Rehabilitation Services
Administration

The Family Center on Technology &
Disabilities

D.C. Statewide Independent Living
Council

D.C. Center for Independent Living, Inc.

BPWDConnect

Northwest Kiwanis Club

MedStar National Rehabilitation Network
D.C. Developmental Disabilities Council

Caruso Florist

Capital City Rental
McBride Real Estate Services, Inc.
Safeway

Catering by WINDOWS
Dark Rose Photography
Passion Parties by Tiajuana
Tastefully Simple
Annaessa Mortensen

Laura Somel

Larica Jones

D. Owens

Julie Moore

Djuna P. Wilson

FLORIDA

Mt. Sinai Baptist Church

Mr. Kevin Gilg - Gilg's Prosthetics
Ms. Sharetta Schneider

Dr. George Antonious
Dr. Matthew Edridge

Dr. Clvde Penc
Dr. Jason

e & Ass., Lon DeHaitre
«atzonal Threaded, Ken Graham

en Lamboy
le Decorating
of McMaster-Carr

Fasteners, Rich Pratt

epot
lops Tiki Bar & Grill

po

1 Photography

foward. and Kimberly Simon
\icholas LaPorte

ems, Steve Urhausen

Silver Eagle Harley Davidson

Spina Bifida Assocan

on of Iowa

George Clark

Jim & Amy Coloff

Cadillac Lanes & Monday Leagues

Liberty Bank lowa

Magical Mix Kids

Rick Hemsath

JRH Capoccioni

Leon & Cheryl Galehouse

Jean Trainor

Dr. Amy Hartman

Maple Lanes & Thursday Leagues

AmiCare Pharmacy, Inc. Employees

Green Hill Medical Group Employees

Dr. Susan Swift

Chad & Shelley Schwestka

Jennifer Wolff- MWI 2011

Clark & Associates

The Janssens, Junglings, Junkers &
Schrocks.

Parkersburg Pharmacy

Brian Geist

Damn Hildbrand

JD's Parkersburg, 1A

Jovee Geist & Jon Pint

Greg & Laura Weber

Brad Schwestka & Tracie Capoccioni

KANSAS

Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation
W.W. Drilling

Rosemary Hillman

Senator Bob Dole

Trego County

USave Pharmacy 16.

Tracabout In¢ 2.

Stan and Patty Grecian

Donna Bollig

Norton Lion's Club

Faith Hays

Vic and Shari Ramsey

Rita Shelton

Norton Church of God Bible Class
John and Elaine Lofgreen
Ogallah Christian Church Ladies Aid
Ruth Hartman

Jack & Mary Harvey

Precision Spinal Care

Keith Sebelius Foundation
Ottley Neurology Center

Bryant Motel

Sydna Reeves

Trego Lemke Memorial Hospital
Karen and Barnet Cox

Elleven, Inc.

Midwest Energy, Inc.

Roger and Deanna Braun
Lamont Shirk, DDS

Fowler Abstract and Title, Inc

KENTUCKY

Frazier Rehabilitation Institute Employee

Bake Sale and Fund Drive
William & Julia Carstanjen
Gordon & Kathy Markham
Nancy Markham
Anyonymous
Bryan Reed
Kentuckiana Aggies
Esther Wied
Amy K Hurst
Scott & Eilene Nielsen
Pauline Fincke
Bob & Dorie Bicknell
Teresa Carpenter
Shula & John Nedley
Paul & Melissa Kalajainen
June Gloom
Mary Ellen Buning
Bambi Brewer
Lisa Wame
Gail Kalbfleisch
Charlotte Katz
Heather Pendleton
Patti Fincke
Christina Jolley
Kaitlin Kennard
Carrie Copenhaver
Laura Bicknell Tilton
John Thomas
Erica Tamburo
Adrianne Angeli

LOUISIANA
Rhoda R. Robertson
Jody E. Saltzman

Allison Smith

Brian K. Frazier
Jeneita Smith

Josh McDaniels
Montrice Alexander
Lee Dismuke
Michelle Griffin
Peg Brown

MARYLAND

Cheaspeake Christain Fellowship
The Clark Charitable Foundations
Omni House

Von Franklin

Patsy Dennis

Kadeidra Franklin

A'mya Mackall

Tania Wiseran

Ruth Neal

Ray and Patty Mackall
DateAble

Martina Remond

Swamy Atchutanna

Marvin Simon

Jasmin Tirado

(Gail Brownlee

Darnell and Latoya Cameron
Nicele Spigone

Sharon Hiatt

Taliah Enofe

Donna Deyo

Dock Bethea

Shannon Minnick

MASSACHUSETTS

National Seating and Mobility

Twin River

Enos Home Oxygen

Tedeschi's Food Shops

Clinical Care One Home Medical Supply
Mussette Bridal

Lee J. Grindle

Juliette George

Tastefully Simple

Spina Bifida Association of New England
M & M Medical Supply

MICHIGAN

The Huynh Family

The Ms. Wheelchair Michigan Board
Rak Thai Bistro

Michael Aronin

Melanie Kom

Shelly Loose

Nail Works

The Heart + Wellness Institute
Toubee Yang

Amy Yik

Shelley Irwin

David Weinandy

Vivi Tran

Hien Nguyen

Troy Farley

Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital
Hanh Nguyen

Stitchtime International

The Hoang Family

Delta Phi Lambda Sorority, Inc.
Justin McKenzie

Cynthia Pinera

Trang and Larry Nguyen

Trung Hoang

Families of Spinal Muscular Atrophy
Ashley Cariello




Cherry Langford
Malecna Hoang
Jeremy Cotten
BeBe Nails

MINNESOTA
Alma and Darwin Knott
Gene Knott

MISSISSIPPI

Apple West Medical Supplies

Mobility Systems

Tracy D. Lott & Jennifer L. Avara-
Lott D.M.D. Denistry

Meridian Cleaners

Laveme Cook

Dodson Home Care

Kina Sanders

Ronnie Brock

Phyliss Gray-Ray

Yaqua Wilson

James and LaTonya Ross

Saleemah Cartwright

Arischa Conner-Frierson

Laurie Montgomery

Derrick Hudson

Premier Outdoor-Advertising

The Bible Book Store

Cheni Barry

Saxon Flowers

NEVADA

Varilte

Better Life Mobility

Loren Kiner Imperial Auto

Jeff Murhpy

National Seating and Mobility

Jennifer Walsh Transformational
Services

Chris Maglaras Jr AAA Mobile Repair

Don Bruce

Joy Schier

Steven Dores

Evan Echline

Kathy Barron

Dani Feret

Gwen Lion

Will Zeigler

James and Case Bane

Annie McFannie

Bithia Rissinger

The Henry Family

Patty Jarrett

Juston Daniel

Julie Johnson

Francesca Lombardo

Cheryl Prater Mrs Southwest Globe

NEW JERSEY

Patricia Redden

Jerramiah Healy Foundation

Teri Jordan, Penn State Ability
Athletics

Jeannie Senter

Greg Ferrer, Greg's Indian Adoption
Group

Miesha Marzell

Mike McHugh

Dennis Coleman

Vicky Taylor

NORTH CAROLINA
Brandee Ponder

OHIO

United Seating and Mobility

Michael Baltzell

Dr. and Mrs. Andrew Gase 16.

Mrs. Susan Hartshuch

Dr. and Mrs. James Felton

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Fulton

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Welter

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Kelbley

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Kelbley

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Lynch

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Sheppard

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Smeltz

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Rombach

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Kin

Mrs. Jean Perry

Ms. Amy Perry

Mr. and Mrs, Charles Barnes

Mrs. Linda Dettilion

Mrs, Marcy Reese - Avon Consultant

Mrs. Kim Doss - Tastefully Simple
Consultant

Mr. and Mrs. David Fisher

Fr. Frank Murd

Ramona

Alternate Endings

Mr. and Mzrs. Jerry K irian

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Kelbley

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Kelbley

Kenny Brock

Crista Heibertshausen

OKLAHOMA

Charles Eisenhour

The Bank of Union

Dr. Charles and Donna Eisenhour
Robert and Mary Lee Allen
Allenton Homes and Development
Daniel and Tory Byard

Dr. Amal Moorad

Keith and Terri Wilton

Mac and Dana McCrory

James and Kristi Moore

Don and Claudia Hardaway
Family Medical Supply

Yanda and Son Funeral Home
Ralph Royse Jr.

Richard Strubhar

Scott and Karen Deatherage

Dr. and Mrs. Williams Collins
Mary Hall

Larry and Janet Deatherage

PENNSYLVANIA
Sean Cassidy and Associates
Will and Pam Burkland
Anne Petrof Pennsylvania Insurance
Specialists, Inc.
Karen Koza
Nino's Restaurant
McCracken Insurance Agency
Out of the Fire Café
G Squared Gallery
Smail Auto Group
RSVP Greensburg
The Kitchen on Mam

TENNESSEE

Jain Foundation

Island Cove Marina and Resort
Bloom Photography
Diversified Companies
William and Esther Hwang
Southern Hearth and Patic

Wolfnever Creek Elementary PTA

Goodyear Express Tire

Carter Shooting Supply

Metro Lawn Care

South Marine Towing and Salvage

Bayou Sales and Service, INC

Dynamic Prosthetic and Orthotic, LLC

JilI’s Gymnastics

Mike and Sheila Stockard

Apple Independence Mobility

Permobil

Benchmark Physical Therapy

Texas Roadhouse

Amigo’s Mexican Restaurant

Hendrick Motorsports

Shooter’s Depot

Master-Tac

University of Tennessee at
Chattanooga

Coca-Cola Bottling Company

Beasley Distributing

The Athletic Shop

Eagle Bluff Golf Club

TEXAS
Ms. Wheelchair Texas Foundation
Frontier Home Medical

UTAH

The Hull Foundation

Neuroworx

The Larry H. Miller Group of
Companies

The Miller Family

NUSkin Enterprises

Richmond Corp./RealSalt

Del Sol

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Nakasone

Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Nakasone

Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Nakasone

Ms. Nancy Nakao

Mr. & Mrs. James Aki

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Hashizaki

Ms. June Hashizaki

Ms. Bertha Hing

Mr. & Mrs. Pat Amell

Mr. & Mrs. Stewart Bell

Mr. & Mrs. Brent Bingham

Dr. & Mrs. Tom Hicklin

Ms. Vickie Kanno

Ms. Itoe Yamamoto

Ms. Helen Orikasa

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Vander Heide

Thian, Shelley, Boone, & Finn
Nakasone

Mr. & Mrs. David Larsen

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Gates

Mr. & Mrs. Chad Wright

Mr. & Mrs. Leo McCabe

Utah Department of Travel and
Tourism

Whit and Meg Johnson

VIRGINIA

Brenda Yates (mother-in-law)
Thomas Systems (Stuart Thomas)
Community Baptist Church
Daphne Stanley & David Clark
Ronnie Suiffer

Sherry Francis

Sadie Deel

Eagles Club of Martinsville, VA
Ponzell Owens

Della Yates, Mark & Melissa Yates

Gloria Moran

Country Convenience
Akers Supermarket

John Adams Groceries
BTW 21 TV Station
Channel 18 Star News
Hubbs Auto Repair
Trippletts Grocery

James Torrey

Glenn Haper

Linda Luellen

Margaret B. Jarrett

Brenda Com

The Orange Family

Zac Barham

Jackie Turner

MWV A Board of Directors
Friday Night Friends

Carol and Larry McCulloch
Lala's Piano School

WASHINGTON

BeautiControl

Seattle Adaptive Sports

Denny Mountain Media

Barry Long with Talk&Roll

Varilite

Bellevue Healthcare

EasterSeals of Washington State
Tacoma Salon Professional Academy

WISCONSIN

Preferred Sands - Entry Fee Sponsor

Aging and Disability Resource Center
of Jackson County

Wisconsin Partners in Policymaking
Class of 2013

Wisconsin Partners Facilitators (Lisa
Pugh, Lynn Breedlove & John
Shaw)

Julie & Jason Endres - (Without you I
wouldn’t be here...literally!)

Diane and Dave Heusi (Mom & Dad)
- Thanks for EVERYTHING!

Ashley & Nick Heusi (Love you)

Amy Emerson (Soul-Sisters Forever)

Mark & Vicky Emerson & Family

Sue & Mitch Wester & Family

Carey & Lance Johnson

Don, Diane & the Gilberg Girls!

Jill Borreson & Family

Grandpa Emerson & Grandma Heusi

Becky Gunderson-Olson & Family

Lorraine & Larry Endres

Judy & Jim Johnson

Bob Heath & Donna Asamoah (-
Heath!)

Matt Kulhanek

Julie Derks & Family

Chrissy Engstrom

Kristin Kaker

Kathy Potter

Sue & Milo Tande

Geralyn Subra

Vicky Evans & Family

Jay Loftsgaarden

Bret Hetzel

Cindy Wesely & Family

Everyone that donated on GoFundMe
for Ms Wheelchair Wisconsin
2013, Thank you!



KRISTEN MCCOSH, HEAD JUDGE

Kristen McCosh. currently serves as the Disability Commissioner for the City of Boston, Massachusetts — a post
she was 0 in 2010 by Boston Mayor Thomas M. Menino. In this capacity, Kristen oversees ADA
Title II ¢ for the City, works toward reducing discrimination, and promotes inclusion in all aspects of

duated magna cum laude from the University of Massachusetts in Boston with a Bachelor of Arts
English and Political Science. She eamned her Master of Arts degree in Disability Studies at the City
University of New York in Manhattan.

Kristen has been involved in the disability field for over twenty-five years, in both her professional career and as
a member of the disability community, having sustained a spinal cord injury while in high school. Her previous
work includes Public Health research, non-profit program management, community organizing, and healthcare
access. Additionally, she has worked and volunteered as an advocate, writer, speaker, and peer mentor.

Kristen served as Ms. Wheelchair Massachusetts 2007 and Ms. Wheelchair America 2008. These advocacy roles gave her the opportunity to speak
about issues of importance to people with disabilities, including Independent Living, employment, empowerment, inclusion, and civil rights.

Kristen can be reached at kristen.mecosh(@cityotboston.gov, or www.cityofboston.gov/disability .

AJ BROCKMAN

AJ Brockman is an award-winning artist that has a passion for art, design, and all things that are awesome. He
has a progressive neuromuscular disease, Spinal Muscular Atrophy, and has utilized a wheelchair since age two.
He views himself as being “differently abled” rather than “disabled” and lives life to the fullest every day.

As a South Florida native, a lot of AJ’s work reflects the ocean, landscapes, and a beachside lifestyle. However,
his work runs the gamut and is not limited to a specific genre.

What AJ would like most of all is for others to enjoy his work, inspire creativity and prove that anything is
e | possible if you put your mind to it and have the drive to do so.

RAFFERTY LAREDO

Rafferty Laredo, MA, OTR, ATP graduated from Baylor University with a BA in Psychology in 1997. He then
earned his BS in Occupational Therapy from The University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio in
1999. In 2005 he received a MA in Occupational Therapy with a specialty focus in Assistive Technology from
Texas Woman's University.

Rafferty is presently the Executive Director with the National Spinal Cord Injury Association Houston, after
over 11 years at The Institute for Rehabilitation and Research (TIRR) in Houston, TX. In this role with NSCIA
Houston, he actively serves the disability community through resource networking, education, outreach, and
advocacy. Rafferty continues his clinical practice as a consultant in neurorehabilitation for Houston’s County
District, Harris Health System. Rafterty serves as adjunct faculty for Texas Woman's University, The University
of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston, and Lone Star College for both the occupational therapy and physical

therapy programs.

)
i

|

Rafferty has been an expert reviewer for several SCI Clinical Practice Guidelines and has co-authored the SCIT
chapter in the OT text, Ways of Living. Rafferty is a staff member with SCI Seminars, Inc., and provides ongoing continuing education across the
U.S. on advanced care in rehabilitation.

In 2011, he was awarded the Academy of Spinal Cord Injury Professionals’ Therapy Leadership Council (TLC) Excellence Award for his
leadership in the field. He presently serves on the TLC Board of Directors. Rafferty is honored and grateful to be a part of this year’s MWA
celebrations.



JEWELL MASSEY

Jewell Massey retired from teaching in 1996 due to post polio syndrome and recently returned to Knoxville,
Tennessee after teaching high school biclogy in Florida and elementary gified in Georgia. Currently, she is
| remodeling a 1930's bungalow and reinventing herself as a raised bed gardener.

Shortly before polio vaccine was discovered, Jewell was diagnosed with the acute paralytic polio and could only
move the fingers on her left hand. At 13, a counselor at Camp Easter Scal had suggested college and changed the
| course of Jewell's life. Graduations followed from Lincoln Memorial University with a Bachelor of Arts degree
in Biology, Mercer University with a Masters degree in Biology, the University of Georgia with an Ed.S. in
| behavior disorders, and Macon College with an Associate degree in criminal justice.

Jewell served as Ms. Wheelchair Georgia in 1988 and Ms. Wheelchair Americal 989. She has been an advocate
for many years in various capacities: peer supporter at Shepherd Spinal Center in Atlanta, First International
Conference on the Church and Disability, Project Smile, Camp Phoenix for children with burns, child abuse,
National Association for Mental Illness, Council of Exceptional Children, Diabetes Association, American Heart
Association, American Arthritis Association, MDA volunteer for several years, committee for fundraiser for AIDS Center, Para Olympic torch
bearer, polio poster child, Shriner's poster child, mito-chondrial diseases, Cerebral Palsy, and Alzheimer's. She was Pilot Club's Georgia
Professional Woman of the Year, Gifted Teacher of the Year in Macon, served on the Georgia Governor's Council on Employment of Persons with
Disabilities, Executive Director of Macon Mayor's Council on Employment of People with Disabilities, Macon Council's Citizen of the Year, 1990
Census Committee, and others.

She would tell you that there have been many "encouragers" along the way and folks who believed in her before she was strong enough to believe
in herself. Somehow, there were always bridges from one phase to the next level of adventure. There were honors and achievements and titles, but
the biggest honor of all was the one allowing her to accompany her Mother as a 24/7 caregiver on her Alzheimer's Journey.

LLOYD J. UPDIKE

Lloyd Updike is an Area Sales Manager for Braun Ability the world’s largest manufacture of adaptive equip-
ment for our disabled community. Lloyd is responsible for the Braun dealer network in the country of Canada
and is the liaison for his company between Toyota Motor Sales U.S.A. as well as Toyota Canada Inc.

Lloyd has been serving the disabled community for over 15 years providing service and products to the Braun
g% Ability dealer distribution network. He works closcly with various State and Federal agencies as well as Rehab
| and Care faculties. He resides in Lincoln, Nebraska and travels extensively throughout Canada and the U.S.

| Lloyd can be reached at lloyd.updike@braunlift.com

HARNESSING ENERGY AND

EMPOWERING
Ms. WOMEN ON WHEELS

A MBE R I C A
207+



The Ms. Wheelchair America judging is based upon criteria established by the national committee of the
Ms. Wheelchair America Program. The following excerpts were taken from the official guidelines:

A. Accomplishments
1. Personal Achievements and Accomplishments since Disability in the following areas:
a. Academic
b. Vocational
c. Personal
2. Adjustment to Disability

B. Community Skills

- Ability to deal with media, peers, civic groups, etc.
- Public Relation Skills

. Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities

O N

. Self-confidence—Motivation—Initiative—Creativity

C. Self Perception—Projection
1. Poise and Demeanor
2. Appropriate Attire and Personal Presentation

As Ms. Wheelchair America, I promise to do my best
To promote public awareness of people with disabilities,
To use my time and efforts to this purpose,

To strive to achieve the best that is within me,

To offer my hand in friendship to everyone I meet,
To be cheerful, honest and loving,

To give hope to the less fortunate,

To set an example by my attitude, and

To do all this with grace, warmth and dignity.




Snecial THanks to e Sponsaes

GOLD
TIRR MEMORIAL HERMANN

SILVER
PERMOBIL

BRONZE

(GRIFF AND MINDI JONES
JASON AND CARLY MADERER
JOHN AND COLLEEN ERNST
MARGARET EVANS
METHODIST HOSPITAL
SALIENT PARTNERS
ULTRA PETROLEUM

OTHER
ADA — ADAPTIVE DRIVING ACCESS
ANADARKO PETROLEUM CORP
DR. CHITRA VISWANATHAN
FABRICLEAN SUPPLY
JIFFY LUBE INTERNATIONAL
ROY AND BRENDA KELLER
Ms. MARY MCKNIGHT
SPECTRA ENERGY

IN-KIND SPONSORS

ADA - ADAPTIVE DRIVING ACCESS
BLISS
BRUCE SENIOR
CHANDLER WHITE
CHRISTINE ADAIR & SUSAN THOMAS (TIRR)
DIGITAL NETWORK ASSOCIATES- WEBCAST
FOLK FAMILY REVIVAL
HoOUSTON FIRE DEPARTMENT PIPE AND DRUM
HoOUSTON MUSEUM OF NATURAL SCIENCE
KAREN WALROND
KEVIN JACKSON

MELANGE JEWELRY
MINUTEMAN PRESS | POST OAK
NANCY WILLIAMS
ParPA'S BBQ
PARTY PrOPS INC.

PRIMP BAR
PUSH PLAY DESIGNS- T-SHIRTS
TABITHA AND MEGAN MCKNIGHT
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS COWBOYS
VISIBLE CHANGES
WENDY MARTIN



Congratulations to all of the nominees for Ms. Wheelchair America from your
friends at TIRR Memorial Hermann and Memorial Hermann Health System!

TIRR Memorial Hermann

 Stroke + Spinal Cord Injury + Medical Services for Persons with
» Amputation » Multiple Trauma Disabilities

* Brain Injury  Spasticity + Adult Outpatient Rehabilitation

» Neurodegenerative Diseases Pediatric Outpatient Rehabilitation

# 3 Rehabilitation Hospital

— U.S.News ¢ World Report

1333 Moursund ® Houston, TX 77030
713.799.5000 phone ® 713.797.5790 TTD
1.800.44REHAB (447.3422)

Follow us in facebook and linkedin

tirrrmemorialhermann.org



BEHOLD the BEAUTY

As a proud sponsor of the 2014 Ms. Wheelchair

America pageant, Permobil admires your poise,

beauty and strength. We encourage all women

to achieve and believe in themselves.

permgbil

THE POWER OF MOBILITY"

800.736.0925 | permobilcom | EICI Follow us
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TEXAS
BASEBALL FOOTBALL BASKETBALL

Does your child dream of playing sports?
Then, join us for Challenger Baseball, Football, Basketball, and Cheer in

A League of Their Own...

where everyone plays, everyone scores, & everyone wins!

The 2013-14 season schedules will posted in August
Information is listed below as a highlight for what you can expect! In our tenth baseball, eighth football,
and third basketball seasons, children with varying diagnosis, abilities and disabilities who are ages 5-21
are welcome and we encourage your to join us! You must register in advance so see below!

2013 Football & Cheer Games will be held at:

Strake Jesuit College Preparatory (game is set for Saturday, September 28 at approximately 10:30 am)
Episcopal High School (TBA - usually on a Thursday around 6 pm)

St. Thomas High School (TBA - usually on a Thursday around 7 pm)

Southwest Football League (TBA - on a Sunday at 2 pm)

Rice University (TBA - on a Sunday at 2 pm)

2014 Basketball & Cheer Games will be held at:
Episcopal High School with co-host St. Agnes Academy (TBA on a January Saturday around 10:30 am)
St. Thomas High School with co-host Strake Jesuit (Saturday, January 11 at 11:00 am)
These alternate back and forth between the schools listed above

2014 Baseball Games will be held at West U LL on:

Saturday, March 1 at 11:00 am Opening Day & Carnival

Games on Sundays from the end of March through mid May at 2:00 pm weekly. Prior to game 1, we will
have team/individual photos and wonderful Iunch for all starting at 11:00 am and after the last game, we
will host a BEQ & Season End Celebration both in the West U Elementary Multi-purpose room

Y v VVYVVY

Y

To request a registration form for Challenger Football, Basketball & Cheer,

Contact Joni Hruska Fichter at cptempsi@aol.com or 713-621-8880 asap and a form this will be
emailed to you to complete and return with the $25 registration fee for all football & basketball
games.

To register for Challenger Baseball, go to www.westull org starting November 1 and click on
Challenger on the left side and register on line for spring 2014. The cost is $20 for all games.

Other questions about any Challenger Sports, contact Joni at cptempsi@aol.com!




Meet other customers
and caregivers and learn
about our entire product

line-up at the BraunAbility
Facebook page.

[Ei/BraunAbility]

Chrylser, Dodge, Honda & Toyota
Accessible Minivans

bY

iersar




tvery yeoawr since 1981,
we hawve beenv blessed
to-hawe Bliss ivv our

“ongratulations , Love &
est Wishes to-Bliss Welch/

Us. Wheelchair Tennessee 2013

From Your Proud & I
Loving Family N




Complete emptying,
safer catheferization for more women.

No two women are the same.
For this reason our new catheter,
LoFric® Sense™, has been designed
to cater to both women’s medical
and lifestyle needs. With not only
a catheter tube length that enables
complete  bladder emptying but
also aftractive packaging, instant
activation and simplified handling,
LoFric Sense ensures safer and
easier catheterization whenever
necessary, regardless of where you
are. Discover the benefits.

- Contact us for FREE samples!
;j‘;l-'=3“?{7-4-‘LOFRIC (456-3742)
www.lofric.us

loFric® Sense™ — a catheter that makes sense for real life

|

Lot NI
TN

sl

Smarter design,
safer catheterization.

MNow that makes Sense.

« Safe

comfortable, complete emptying
and proven safe for long-term use.

« Hygienic

before, during and after use.

« Convenient

functional design from storage
to disposal.




Texas’ Premier

Handicap Van
and Mobility
Equipment Dealer

Exclusive BraunAbility dedler for kboth the Greater Houston and
Corpus Chiristi regions | Authorized conversion decler for VMI,
Tuscany, El Dorado and Vision Rear Eniry vans | Lowered Floor
Minivans | Wheelchair Lifts/Restraints | High-Tech Driving Systems
Raised Roofs & Doors | Rental Vans | Bruno Scooter Lifts
Power Transfer/Lift-up Seats | Hand Confrols & Steering Devices

o AlLEE

ADAPTIVE DRIVING ACCESS INC.

Largest inventory of new and pre-owned modified vans in Texas!

Pasadena Houston Corpus Christi
3430 E. Sam Houston Pkwy S 6836 N. Sam Houston Pkwy W 2201 Gollihar Rocd
281.487.1969 713.874.9100 361.852.0922

www.adaptivedriving.com | 888.553.6003




~ Starage and Shipping Containers Available in both Houston and Dallas a

EMS Dallas e Lo
732 E. Wintergresn | 11000 Beg
Hutchins, TX 75141 | Housten,

wiww.2ms-llc.com 713.675.4442 Www.ems-llc.com




DateAble, Inc.

The Dating Service with Heart
& www. TheCPGroup.org

Proud Supporter of
Patrina Franklin

*}V% Ms. Wheelchair Maryland 2013
D & Ms. Wheelchair America 2014 Pageant

DateAble, Inc. is a non-profit organization that provides dating and
social opportunities for people with and without disabilities.

15520 Bald Eagle School Road, Brandywine, Maryland 20613
301-657-DATE (3283) www.dateable.org

P
McGrath Solutions

‘ Providing "Access" to Work and Technology
i l www.mecgrathsolutions.org

Proud Supporter of

Bliss Welch, Ms. Wheelchair Tennessee 2013
& Ms. Wheelchair America 2014 Pageant

McGrath Solutions is a non-profit division of DateAble, Inc. that provides remote work
experience to people with disabilities while providing information technology services to
nonprofit organizations, small businesses, and government agencies.

1217 Bentley Park Lane, Knoxville, Tennessee 37922 865-288-0912




: .
AmericanAirlines ¢

Our hat’s off to you.

American Airlines is proud te support
Ms. Wheelchair America 2014,




Proud Supporter of the Ms. Wheelchair Texas Foundation:

FAMILY TREE

-HOME CARE=—

Specializing in personal services, companion services,

and home-helper services for you or your loved one

Your Family Is Our Family

Call us at 866-514-4764 or visit our website at

www.FamilyTreelInHomeCare.com
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Kirsten Passmore
Little Miss Wheelchair 2013




Ms. Wheelchair Kentucky
and the Entire Commonwealth

wishes you Good Luck!
0




PRESENTED BY

@ TOYOTA

e Train & Carousel Rides

e 0ff-Road Adventure Ride

e Catch and Release Fishing
e _.and So Much More!

1604

Morgan's Wonderland is the world's first | Ao, &5 ™
theme park that embraces the true spirit N
of inclusion. Here people of all ages and >

abilities can play and learn together. | &

| |

5223 David Edwards Drive
San Antanio, TX 78233 i
210-495-5888 Morganngnder!and.com

Congratulations to Mariah Kilbourne, Ms. Wheelchair
America and Morgan’s Wonderland Walk of Fame
recipient- Class 2012. Thank you for all your support
of our unique theme park to continue our mission of
inclusion through play.



NATIONAL
q SEATING &
MOBILITY

National Seating & Mobility is the most
experienced provider of complex rehab
technology in North America.

Since our founding in 1992, we have grown
from five locations to a nationwide network of
professional Assistive Technology Professionals
(AT Ps) serving our clients, therapists, and
physicians from facilities throughout the country.

We serve those who are the most severely,
physically-challenged, especially children.
Over half our clients are pediatrics with typical
diagnoses of birth defects, cerebral palsy, spina
bifida, and muscular dystrophy.

We also specialize in providing custom
seating & mobility systems for teens, adults,

and seniors who are challenged with severe
trauma, disease, and skeletal disorders.

8313 KNIGHT ROAD
HOUSTON, TX 77054
713.791.9080

Visit our website hsm-seating.com
Follow us on Twitter @MobilityNSM
Join us on Linkedln National Seating & Mobility



Is your
muscular
dystrophy
genetically
confirmed?

No? The Jain Foundation can help!

Why is genetic confirmation important?
* Lets you know your diagnosis is correct
* It could affect your treatment options
* Is often required for inclusion in clinical trials

Contact us today!
info@jain-foundation.org

We are proud to support
Bliss Welch!
2013 Ms Wheelchair Tennessee

JAIN
FOUNDATION

ORCHESTRATING A CURE

LGMDZB DYSFERLINOPATHY MIYOSHI

www.jain-foundation.org
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| | T-Shirts
NIGRO DERMATOLOGY GROUP | el
: Hoodies
| | Trucker Hats
Koozies
Much More!

|
|
|
|
|
!
L
|

Screen Printing * Promo Products Eo/ggfl;ggn Graphic Design.
www.facehook. comlpushplaydestgns com wwmpushp[ayclesigns com

MEDICAL DERMATOLOY
PEMMATRIC DERMATOL O
SURGICAL AND COSMETIC DERMATOLOGEY
BOTONE AND FILLERS
SO0 REUT PTIMNG™

Al af sz dbetors o, af Mgre Dermatodgy would Qe f congratuibie e
Farticiazats of the zofz Me Wheeltfasr Americs Fagzant.

~"Wir gadmire and calefrate your acfinvemenis,

% Marjory . Migro, M.D.

< James F. Figro, M.D. )

% Somali 5. Hansom, *L.D.

4 Jeanne H. Spedale, M.I0. - NO SCREEN FEES

< Reena Jogi, M.I. % e you mention this add! Minimum orders apply. Gall or email for mcrelnfu
% Karrie Amor, M.D. . infoBpushplaydesigns.com

% Michaal Leslie, M.I. =R Y Visa | B [PayPRall

Promotional products, also known as ad specialties, make up a nearly $16 billion dollar industry
and are used by virtually every business in America.Why? Items like t-shirts are memorable
and provide a better cost per impression for advertisers than almost every major marketing effort
like TV, magazines and the internet.

Best of luck to our lovely

£E

HALEY G.RNEIJUS

My | “wmm Texoy

Fow ndation

Ms. Wheelchair Texas 2013
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Numotlon proudly supports
Ms. Wheelchair America.

We congratulate all participants of the Ms. Wheelchair America
pageant. We thank you all for your dedication to supporting and
inspiring women with disabilities.

National Customer Care Center » 800.500.9150 |L mol:|on

Visit www.Numotion.com Mobility starts here




CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL PARTICIPANTS IN
Ms. WHEELCHAIR AMERICA 2014!

r Silberman Realty

Residantial Real Estate Services
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Mobility limits are set by power, determination and dreams.
MK Battery has powered the equipment of leading mobility
anufacturers for 30 years and helped fulfill the dreams

of thousands of consumers. MK Battery is dedicated to providing the reliable power ——
that enables people to dream big and go boldly into their mobility adventures, : |
while living a more active lifestyle.

}Ll,,JIEL%
=30 Years 1983-2013—=*"

' When runtime, cycle life, safety and service matter; equipment manufacturers,
providers and consumers DEPEND ON THE POWER OF MK BATTERY.

g

(800) 3729253 Fax:(714)937-0818 MadeinUSA www.mkbattery.com © MK Battery 2013 =]
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YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO NEEDS US.

Your First Choice for Creating
Healthy Behavioral Change

Keeping Him Close By

Broadcasting for over 50 years in Houston \
Non-Commercial Christian Radio

Music, Bible teaching, Dramas
and Children’s programs

Listen live on the Internet or o
download the free phone app thecouncilon\ﬁ\ alcoholanddrugs houston®

Counseling & Outpatient Treatment
for Families, Adults, Teens & Children

School, Workplace & Community Prevention

75 —_— | 12-Step Recovery & Other Support Services
i e T g Community Education Workshops & Classes

V‘Nﬁfﬂ“r.khcb.org " | it el b gl " 3-241. il
888-777-KHCB " A e e s
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Welcome and Good Luck
2014 MS. WHEELCHAIR AMERICA CONTESTANTS
A Special Salulte

HALEY CORNELIUS
2014 MS. WHEELCHAIR TEXAS

2014 TEEN AMBASSADOR BOARD

Katelin Ames, Second Baptist Schoal Samantha Bazbaz, Clements Iligh School Elizabeth Carl, The Kinkaid School
Kayla Cecil, Memorial ITigh School Sophie Gaylor, The Kinkaid School Collin Likover, The Kinkaid School
Louisa Lummis, The St. John's School Maggie Lummis, The St. John's School Robert Perlick, Episcopal High School
Kendall Plank, Episcopal Iligh School Brindley Mize, The Kinkaid School Madison Reid, Memorial ITigh School
Ward Sheffield, The Kinkaid School Timmy Streller. Second Baptist Schaol Jessie Ustick, Memorial Tligh School

Seagren Wilson, The Kinkaid School

Teen Ambassador Board Mission
To engage youth in philanthropy and begin a path to nonprofit leadership by
building awareness amongst teens of the challenges of persons with disabilities
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“When life gives vou lemons... MAKE CUPCAKES.”

PIEPER-HOUSTON ADebl:i?? Sm—mff"
ELECTRICLP Ao fecomone

) P 7139849342
1708 Oak Tree Drive F 7130841417

Houston, Texas 77080 debbies@pieperhouston.com
pieperhouston.com TMEL #3738,/ TECL £17343
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Of You!
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Pupase and Gaals

Each year the Ms. Wheelchair America Program holds a competition to select the

most accomplished, articulate spokeswoman for people with disabilities. The
titlecholder must be able to communicate and educate the public, business
community, and lawmakers regarding the dignity, productiveness and basic
value of people with disabilities. Ms. Wheelchair America continues to eliminate
the architectural and attitudinal barriers that prevent people with disabilities from
assuming their rightful place in society.

. Wheelchair America has numerous duties. During her reign, she has the

opportunity to travel, visit advocacy groups, make public appearances, and
conduct interviews. Ms. Wheelchair America promotes her chosen platform in a
variety of settings. She serves as a positive role model for the next generation of
Americans with disabilities inspiring them to leave their own legacy. Her
commitment and personal example serve to further the mission of Ms.
Wheelchair America, Inc.

The pageant is made up of a multitude of activitics. This allows the judging panel

time with the state titleholders, while enabling the competitors an opportunity to
share with each other and develop friendships. The titleholders become stronger
advocates throughout the week because of the variety of interesting workshops
that strengthen them. These workshops develop skills that heighten awareness on
issues within the community and open a dialogue between the women and their
thoughts, ideas, values, and experiences.

The Ms. Wheelchair America, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit that is staffed and

coordinated totally by volunteers from many different organizations, businesses,
private citizens, and previous titleholders. It is through the monetary and in-kind
support of the many sponsors that the national titleholder is able to fulfill her
duties throughout the vear and travel across the country with her message of
empowerment for people with disabilities. The Ms. Wheelchair America
Program is actively seeking sponsors and volunteers and would appreciate any
support that is offered.
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PAST TITLEHOLDERS

2011

1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013

PATRICIA NEVINS ..o MICHIGAN
JANIE ROBINSON - covusiesmpmismsmsmnsnmssmms TEXAS
KATHY SMITH-TILEY wooooeeieeeeeeee e ALABAMA
DIXIE LEE ETHERIDGE :covocsmniasssns MISSISSIPPI
BEVERLY CHAPMAN ..oooiriririreee s FLORIDA
MARGIE SLOAN cosiniecccmsasismas s v GEORGIA
MARGE CHMIELEWSKI...veeeeiervireeeeeenn MICHIGAN
NAKCY PUDVIN sovummemesmsnmmermenos, GEORGIA
VIVIAN THOMPSON ... MASSACHUSETTS
MARIAN SCHOOLING-VESSELL................ MARYLAND
BARBARA CROZIER ...t ALABAMA
GAYNELL COLBURN ..vooiiiiceeen MARYLAND
LORI COTTAM et UTAH
DONNA CLINE cocoieeeceeeecieeeeeees NEVADA
SANDRA HONBATER ...cooveenvenee. NORTH CAROLINA
PEGGY SIMPSON..cuvvieeieeeciee e ALABAMA
JEWELL MASSEY ...ooitmeteemeeemsicsneieieceeennes GEORGIA
KATHY GARCIA-FARNSWORTH....cooovveeeeinannnn, UTAH
MERCEDES RODRIQUES-FOWLER ............... FLORIDA
DEANNA GREEN-VANHOOK ...oovveviireieeeee. TEXAS
KIM MENSI ccciiicieeeicsreei s esseens ALABAMA
DAWN BLODGETT .o, CALIFORNIA
WENDY PETZOLD...ooeeiiiiiieeee WISCONSIN
AMY BAKER-LEY oot TEXAS
ELAINE STEFANOWICZ c..vvvvvneeecnnrcnee.. WASHINGTON
TERRI CECIL vvvereeieieeeeieeeeeeeeee e KENTUCKY
CHRISTINA GILMORE wovecviiiieeiiieieeeene WISCONSIN
TRACY CHARLTON-O’CONNOR ...... SOUTH DAKOTA
NICKEARD s SouTH CAROLINA
CANDY MARSH coeevrecie et COLORADO
CATHERINE QUGALA. Looussmvsrismunsmaima WISCONSIN
CINDA HUGHES o OKLAHOMA
JULIEETTE RIZZO covvecvvvnninivssnsonses MARYLAND
KRISTEN CONNOR ..o RHODE ISLAND
AUTUMNIGRANT coecmmmavm s MASSACHUSETTS
KRISTEN MCCOSH woueeeeeeieeeeee. MASSACHUSETTS
MICHELLE COEVARD wvors o TEXAS
ERIKA BOGEN ...ovvieceeeeieeeeee NORTH CAROLINA
ALEXANDRA MCARTHUR ............ NORTH CAROLINA
JOSIE BADGER c..cvviveceee e PENNSYLVANIA

MARIAH KILBOURNE ..oovtiiiicecceceecir e, TEXAS
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In 1972 Dr. Philip K. Wood of Columbus, Ohio, had
devoted his career to treating and rehabilitating
persons with functional impairments. During his
practice, he became aware of the talents,
capabilities, determination and courage of
persons with disabilities. As a result, he
established Ms. Wheelchair America as a forum
for promoting the achievements and
accomplishments of women who utilize
wheelchairs for mobility, as well as the needs of
all persons with mobility challenges.

The mission of Ms. Wheelchair America is to
provide an opportunity for women of
achievement to successfully educate about and
advocate for the more than 354 million
Americans living with disabilities. The Ms.
Wheelchair America Program is in no way a

traditional beauty contest.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
SHELLY LOOSE

Vice President
Jupy Horr

Secretary
MEGAN ABRAMS

Treasurer
CARRIE GREENWOOD

Member-at-Large
JENNIFER KUMIYAMA

Executive Director
JOEY MURELLO

STATE COORDINATORS

ALABAMA oz s s S i XAVERIA POWELL ANDERSON
ARIZONA cooveeecciee e TERRY AND KAREN CHARLTON
1, T JENNIFER KUMIYAMA
COLORADO «ovvveeeiiiie e CHANDA HINTON LEICHTLE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.......ccoiieiiecenrrenseeeeneeeseeeenessssesed JERI WASCO
FLORIDA (e ttiecteeit ettt et SHARI WILSON
D 5 [ KRISTIN BLEVINS
TLLINOIS cotiieceeett ettt PAMELA LAPORTE
L I NANCY COTTERILL
TOWA L Jupy Hoit
L CARRIE GREENWOOD
KENTUCKY oereeirtenirecsireerriessseeessesessesessssseseeeeeneeeenes PAT O'BYRANT
LOUISIANA smnvismmmmmsrmamsmiasswa o ANITA GRAY
MARYLAND ceeteevrie e et eeere e ROBERT WATSON
NMASSACHUSET IS wsmovsovinmmarn sty s PATTI PANZARINO
IMICHIGAN ettt seeeeiiitt e e e e e e e e e eeemnnneeeeeseanas SHELLY LOOSE
o IS 2T 1 SO U P — LEXY BACKSTROM
IMISSISSIP L.t et ee e e e vee e KEBRA MOORE
NEW JERSEY counnmmmmmnessns s MAGGIE REDDEN
NEW YORK coiiieeiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e SHAMEKA ANDREWS
NEVAD A cncmsmmsmssme v s s e v e S TAMMY STAY
NORTH CAROLINA .eeeetteeeeeeeee e BRANDEE PONDER
(] 1 R MELISSA MILINOVICH
OKLAHOMA ¢ etiiieeiteeieeeie e eeee et se e e e en e eeaenean JESA LOPEZ
PENNSYLVANIA Lot csiee et MEGAN ABRAMS
TENNESSEE ..ccciiiniveininnenrinesseeenenns SAMANTHA MORENO MCGRATH
TEXAS e ANGELA WIGGLESWORTH
L T KATIE JOHNSON
VIRGINIA ottt e et a e e e s snee s Pam COBLER
WASHINGTON v s s 5 s s nsnansons MEG PAULSEN

R O 1 RN CAROL BANKS



2014 PLANNING COMMITTEE

ALEX BONNETI*
TARAH BURRIS

ANA CALVO*

KRISTIN CLOSE
MICHELLE COLVARD*
SHAMUS DONAHUE*
ASHLEY MYERS DUGGAN
MATT DUGGAN

PATTY EDWARDS*
COLLEEN ERNST
BRYAN EVANS™
KRISTEN EVANS™
LAURA FINNEGAN
AMANDA HALL*
ANGELA HEMMEN*
KATIE LAIRD

STACIE LANKFORD*
BONNIE LIKOVER™
CARLY (WATSON) MADERER*
STACT MOSS™

LiaAM O’ROURKE*

AMY PASSMORE
BARBARA PERLICK*
CHRISTINA PERRY
STEPHANIE REYNOLDS
DEBBIE SAVAGE*
VIRGINIA STEPPE*
DEBBIE STEPHENS™
GLORIA TENNENBOWN®
JOHN TipPIT

ASHLEY THOMAS

KiMm TuLLis

CHITRA VISWANATHAN
ANGELA WRIGGLESWORTH*

*MS. WHEELCHAIR TEXAS FOUNDATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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HARNESSING ENERGY AND

EMPOWERING
WOMEN ON WHEELS
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