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She is clothed with strength and
dignity, and she laughs without, fear
of the future. When she speaks her
words are wise, and she gives
instruction with kindness.

Proverbs 31:25-26
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August 8, 2010

Ms. Wheelchair America, Inc.
1959 Timber Ridge Road
Lincoln, NE 68522

Dear Friends:

It is my pleasure to welcome you to Michigan for the 2011 Ms.
Wheelchair America pageant hosted by Ms. Wheelchair America, Inc.

I applaud the talented young women competing for the title, and hold
great admiration for their courage and commitment to tackling the
challenges in their lives head on. I especially want to thank Ms. Wheelchair
America, Inc. for its advocacy on behalf of the more than 52 million
Americans living with disabilities. Your work is helping to change lives and
attitudes.

While you are in Grand Rapids, I encourage you to explore some of the
area's great attractions, including Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture
Park, John Ball Zoo, the Public Museum, the Children’s Muscum, and the
Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum, to name a few, And if you have some
extra time, you may want to explore other areas of our state — including
Michigan’s beautiful Upper Peninsula. There is so much to see and do here.
I am confident you will find Michigan inviting and our hospitality warm.

Again, welcome to the Ms. Wheelchair America pageant. Please accept
my heartfelt best wishes for an exciting and inspirational pageant.
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MW A President Welcomes You!!

Dear Friends.

Over the last six vears of my involvement with the Ms. Wheelchair America
Program. I have frequently thought of Gandhi's renowned quote. “Be the change
vou wish to see in the world.” It is my belief that our organization echoes this call
to action in this week’s empowering event. Honoring women for their
accomplishments, advocacy. and example redefines the concept of a pageant.
Instead of a stage filled with participants who exemplify society’s idea of physical
perfection. our contestants impart a progressive notion that real beauty is not
measured by the number of heads you tum. but by the number of hearts vou
touch.

This event would never be possible without the tireless efforts of the state
coordinators and volunteers encompassing all of the Ms. Wheelchair programs
across our nation. the support of our generous sponsors, and the participation of the
mspiring women who serve as state titleholders. Most importantly it is you. as a
spectator. that I wish to thank for being a part of this pageant. Your presence is a
vehicle to share our vision. When you return to work or enjoy a meal with friends,
convey to them the stories you will hear about overcoming obstacles, eliminating
stereotypes. and breaking down barriers. This retelling is a pivotal step in changing
the conceptions that the public has about the abilities of those with disabilities.

Please join me in celebrating these outstanding women who are proudly

-epresenting all Americans with disabilities,

[y

Yours Sincerely.
Angela Wrigglesworth

President



Welcome to Michigan!!

August 9, 2010

Dear Titleholders,

| am contagious, and | hope you will be too! The enthusiasm you will experience during the Ms. Wheelchair
America 2011 pageant should impact you in a mighty way! You will meet amazing people. You will hear
impressive and inspiring stories. You will learn things about yourself and others. You will gain knowledge that

will empower you. You will understand the power within each of you. You will leave Michigan different, and
you will believe different is "Great!"

| have been able to take three of my favorite things and bring them together. First, there is Grand Rapids, my
hometown, the best place to grow up. I'm proud of "My Giant Little Town" and it is a pleasure to share it with
you! Secondly, Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital, my rehab hospital. Over 23 years ago, | entered
"scared", but left understanding | had a future. They truly are "Restoring Hope and Freedom" and giving
patients a life that is "to be continued..." It is an extreme pleasure to introduce them! Third, the Ms.
Wheelchair America program is my passion. | have seen this program change the lives of women with
disabilities. It took me on an emotional journey, but left me empowered. It is more than a program; itis a
sisterhood driven to help you become an advocate for yourself and each other. You will feel a sense of
achievement and know that you are impacting the world. You will understand that this is an opportunity for
you to leave a legacy. So, make me proud and let Grand Rapids and Mary Free Bed understand why | believe
in you and all of the Ms. Wheelchair America family!

Hosting the Ms. Wheelchair America 2011 pageant has been a challenge | was not planning on, but God had
different plans. | attend Frontline Bible Church of Byron Center, where we are encourage to "Go out and
make a lasting impact for Jesus Christ". | want you to know that is the only reason | "rolled" out in Faith and

accepted the challenge. This is God's doing, not mine. So don't "Thank me", but God! | know | will continue
to be amazed, because He took the ordinary out of my life and moved me to Extraordinary!

I am honored to consider each one of you, a friend!

God Bless!

sheLLg Loose



History

In 1972 Dr. Philip K. Wood of Columbus, Ohio had devoted his career to treating and rehabilitating
persons with functional impairments. During his practice, he became aware of the talents,
capabilities, determination and courage of persons with disabilities. As a result, he established
Ms. Wheelchair America as a forum for promoting the achievements and accomplishments of
women who utilize wheelchairs for mobility, as well as the needs of all persons with mobility
challenges.

The mission of Ms. Wheelchair America is to provide an opportunity for women of achievement to
successfully educate about and advocate for the more than 54 million Americans living with
disabilities. The Ms. Wheelchair America Program is in no way a traditional beauty contest.

Purpose and Goals

Each year the Ms. Wheelchair America Program holds a competition to select the most
accomplished, articulate spokeswoman for people with disabilities. The titteholder must be able to
communicate and educate the public, business community, and lawmakers regarding the dignity,
productiveness and basic value of people with disabilities. Ms. Wheelchair America continues to
eliminate the architectural and attitudinal barriers that prevent people with disabilities from assuming
their rightful place in society.

Ms. Wheelchair America has numerous duties. During her reign she has the opportunity to travel, visit
advocacy groups, make public appearances and conductinterviews. Ms. Wheelchair America
promotes her chosen platform in a variety of settings. She serves as a positive role model for the
next generation of Americans with disabilities inspiring them to leave their own legacy. Her
commitment and personal example serves to further the mission of Ms. Wheelchair America.

The pageantis made up of a multitude of activities. This allows the judging panel time with the state
titleholders, while enabling the competitors an opportunity share with each other and develop
friendships. They become stronger advocates throughout the week because of the variety of the
interesting workshops that strengthen them. They develop skills that heighten awareness onissues
within the community, and open a dialogue between the women about their thoughts, ideas, values
and experiences.

The Ms. Wheelchair America 501(c)3 non-profit is staffed and coordinated totally be volunteers from
many different community organizations, businesses, private citizens, and previous titieholders. ltis
through the monetary and in-kind support of the many sponsors that the national titleholder is able to
fulfill her duties throughout the year and travel across the country with her message of empowerment
for the people with disabilities. The Ms. Wheelchzair America Program is actively seeking sponsors
and volunteers and would appreciate any support that is offered.



Ms. Wheelchair America 2010
Erika Bogan

On January 20, 2002, | was injured in a motor vehicle accident.
After being in a coma for 2 2 months, | awoke to learn that my life
as | had known it for 21 years had been changed forever. The
doctor’s told me that | would never walk again, and that | would be
“confined” to a wheelchair for the rest of my life. They had no idea,
and neither did | or my family, that | was going to be where | am
now in life. | have proven to all of them, and myself, that anything
is possible, as well as give them a reason to redefine the definition
of “confined”.

The first couple of years after my injury, | was not introduced to
other people in wheelchairs, especially other women in
wheelchairs. The only thing that kept me getting out of bed from
day to day was my children. Inside, | felt as if | had no purpose,
but | knew that everything happens for a reason, and that if nothing
else | had to show my three little girls that they can be strong,
independent, and motivated women; no matter what obstacles
they faced in life’s journey. |knew that | had to find a way to make my negative situation a positive
one, and help not only my children believe that anything was possible, but also millions of other
people that found themselves in the same situation that | was facing. | have never been one to give
up, or stop living, and | was not going to stop now; that’'s how [ roll!

| started networking on the internet, building relationships with other woman, just like me that were
living with disabilities and realized a whole community existed that | never knew about. This
community showed me that I could still surf, ride a bicycle, dance and play sports. They did not judge
people’s outward appearance or disabilities, but instead they focused and motivated each other to
bring out their abilities; showing the world that life rolls on. That is when | found out about the Ms.
Wheelchair America Organization and their mission to educate the public about disability issues, and
promote awareness. | figured this would be a great way to meet even more women like myself, and
share my story with people across the nation, all with hopes of making a lasting impression of
determination and motivation to others. Little did | know that | was embarking on one of the greatest
adventures of my life.

Now, a year later, | can’t believe how fast time has gone by, and what an amazing year it has been!
When this journey all began for me in April of 2009, when | was crowned Ms. Wheelchair North
Carolina, | never expected what the future held for me. | had no idea that | was going to meet some
of the strongest, accomplished, and vivacious women that | have ever met, who were also in
wheelchairs from day to day. My week at the national competition in Rapid City, South Dakota was,
by far, my most cherished memory of my year as Ms. Wheelchair America 2010. Throughout the
week prior to being crowned, | was so humbled and touched by the other girls that were pariicipating

in the competition with me. We had all overcome so many obstacles to get to that point in our Fves
and each of us brought a unique and inspiring story of persistence and determi nation. | did not expect
to leave that competition with a crown, but rather with new friendships that would 2st = i=ire 2e =

sense of humbleness for where | had come o 2z2i == oo R = =



After | was crowned Ms. Wheelchair America 2010, | definitely
realized that with my title, | was going to represent all of those
women plus the millions of others across the United States. |
had to inspire them and set an example about accomplishing
their goals and reaching their dreams, no matter how they may
“roll” through life.

| have had many, many adventures along the way this last year.
Here are a few highlights. There have been way too many to
write.

In November | traveled to Washington D.C., to speak on behalf

of the National Disability Institute and the IRS for the Real

Economic Impact Tour kick-off at the National Press Club. It was definitely for a purpose that | hold
very close to my heart. The REI Tour promotes financial means and stability for people living with
disabilities through education and vocational opportunities.

On New Year's Day, | was honored to participate in the
Tournament of the Roses Parade in Pasadena, California, along
with Alyson Roth. (Ms. Wheelchair California 2009 and my
second runner-up) We rode on the Kiwanis International
Foundation floatin this famous parade.

At the end of January, | traveled back to Rapid City, SD to
downhill snow ski with the Black Hills Annual Ski for Light
Organization, where | was able to visit with old friends and make
many new ones, as well as experience adaptive snow skiing for
the first time!

Another one of my favorite highlights was attending the Abilities Expos in October 2009, April 2010,
and May 2010, in Atlanta, Los Angeles, and Edison, NJ. | was able to meet many people with
disabilities and many companies within the disability ind ustry.

Thank you to my sponsors over the past year, including Colours Wheelchair, Lega Wear, the National
Disability Institute, 54 Freedom, NCAMES, VGM, and the many supporters who have donated toward

my travel needs. And finally, my daughters and my family for standing behind me, as | reached for the
stars.

It wasn't until | had @ moment to catch my breath at the end of my year, that | realized that | finally
reached my biggest dream. That dream was to touch the lives of many people living with disabilities
with my story, and to show them that there is always a road ahead no matter what limitations they
were facing, anything is possible. | made many friends and left an impression on so many by
advocating for, not only myself, but for the disability community at large. | know that this year's title
holder, as well as the Ms. Wheelchair America Organization will continue to thrive and make a
difference in lives of many. To all who are competi ng this year, and in future years, | want to say that
everyone of you are winners. It does not take a crown and sash to make a difference. |t only takes
going out into the world and showing that we are not “Dis"abled, but rather “Differently” abled. We
are actually very able, just in a different way. It takes many voices, formi ng a community, to spread
our messages and break the stigmas that exist about people who are living with disabilities, and that
is the community that we are all building within the disability industry by representing our states and
competing for the national fitle. [t is not this week, and whether or not you win, that makes the
difference, but rather the fact that you have overcome so many obstacles to get to this week in your
life. You are all winners! Ms. Wheelchair America 2011. enjoy the adventure that you have just
embarked upon!



Contestants

MS WHEELCHAIR ALABAMA

Joanne Pearson
Joanne lives in Huntsville, Alabama and is actively working to open a non-profit organization called
The Abilities Council which will have a school, daycare and resource referral department for at-risk
students and student with special needs. She is currently attending Athens State University pursuing a
BS in Elementary Education. Joanne enjoys working on fundraising activities for her community.
Joanne has been in her chair since February 2006.
Joanne describes herself as genuine, kind, driven and motivated.

MS WHEELCHAIR ARKANSAS
Judy Little

Judy lives in Cave City, Arkansas and is retired from the U.S. Post Office as a rural carrier. She is the
recipient of the Exira-Ordinary Leadership Award, given in honor of the late Winthrop Rockefeller and
she desires to help those in need when possible. Judy enjoys swimming, fishing, camping, traveling,
and time with her 6 grandchildren as well as the rest of her family. She is a para-1 and has used a

wheelchair smce her automobile accident 10 years ago.
Judy describes herself as positive, compassionate, and friendly.

MS WHEELCHAIR CALIFORNIA

Jennifer Kumiyama
Jennifer lives in Long Beach, California and is a smger/actress m Disney’s “Aladdin; A Musical

Spectacular” at Disney’s California Adventure Theme Park and the Chief Editor of Disabled Guides
for Not Another Guide. She enjoys volunteering for Habitat for Humanitv, Free Wheelchair Mission &
the Life Rolls On. Jennifer enjoys surfing, sking, singing, and mspiring others with disabilities. She
has Arthrogryposis Multiplex Congenita (AMC) since birth & has used a power wheelcharr all her life.
Jennifer describes herself as outgoing, balanced, and optomistic.

MS WHEELCHAIR COLORADO
Zara Kruska-Vargues

Zara has used a wheelchar her entire life as she has Cerebral Palsy (quad), and lives with her parents
in Highlands Ranch, Colorado. She is a Youth advisor (part time) for the Colorado Medical Home
Youth Advisory Council. She attends college continuing her studies to become a counselor for special
needs children. She loves reading, taking her dogs for walks, swimming, and dancing with her friends.

Zara volunteered at the Ronald MacDonald’s house for over 3 years and.
Zara describes herself as happy, positive and having a caring attitude.

MS WHEELCHAIR DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Tiray Spriggs
Tiray Spriggs lives in Washington, D.C. where she volunteers at the One Stop Center, a local
unemployment office. Through her volunteer work she is able to assist people with the T computer skills
and other technical abilities. She has a fiancé that she loves and adores. Tiray enjoys singing n a choir
andwas a cheerleader in high school
Tiray describes herself as confident, beautiful, and a diva.




Contestants

MS WHEELCHAIR FLORIDA
Shannon Horne

Shannon lives i Jacksonville, Florida and is a local Radio Talk show co-host for "Physical Issues™. =

show serving the disabled community of Duval and surrounding counties. Currently she is mentormg = &

school students with varying disabilities. Shannon enjoys surfing, water skiing, rowing & hand cycknz
She was diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy at 2 yrs old, and has never walked.

Shannon describes herself as bold, caring, and passionate about life and the rights of the disabled.

MS WHEELCHAIR INDIANA
Joey Murello

Joey lives in Noblesville, Indiana and is employed by International Medical Group in downtown
Indianapolis. She attended Anderson University and enjoys being the Head Coach for Upward Basketball
cheerleading team. Joey enjoys volunteering with children in local theatre productions. She has Frederick's

Ataxia and has had the degenerative disease since birth. She was mobile until college and has been
wheelcharr bound since that time.

Joey describes herself as dedicated, loyal, and self-assured.

MS WHEELCHAIR IOWA

Samantha Edwards
Samantha lives in Marshalltown, lowa and is currently a public relations intern at the American Red
Cross. She is obtaining a Bachelor of Arts degree in Journalism and Mass Communication from Iowa

State University. Samantha enjoys writing, painting, and going to concerts. She was born with Cerebral
Palsy and received her first wheelchair at age four.

Samantha describes herself as creative, caring, and studious.

MS WHEELCHAIR KANSAS
Tiffany Nickel

Tiffany Nickel lives in Wichita, Kansas and is an elementary special education teacher for the
Wichita Public Schools. She received her education degree with an emphasis in special education
from Emporia State University, Emporia, Kansas. She enjoys planning, organizing and
participating in Wheelchair Sports activities. She suffered a spinal cord injury from a diving

accident which occurred n September 1, 1996, almost 14 years ago, and is identified as a
quadriplegic.
Tiffany describes herself as social, motivated and assertive.

MS WHEELCHAIR KENTUCKY
Cheryl Medley

Cheryl lives in Louisville, Kentucky and serves on the Board of Directors for the Metro Disability
Coalition. She received her Associates Degree in Human Services from Jefferson Community College
and a Bachelor of Science Degree in Social Work from Spalding University. Cheryl enjoys spending
time with family and friends, watching University of Louisville football and basketball, and serving as
an advocate for others with disabilities. She has Cerebral Palsy and uses an electric mobility scooter.
Cheryl describes herself as caring, committed, and concerned.




Contestants

MS WHEELCHAIR MAINE
Jessica Littlefield

Jessica lives in Presque Isle, Maine and is a college student. She believes in sharing her story with
younger people, especially those with disabilities. Jessica enjoys swimming, water skiing, canoeing,
and watching sports events. She is a quadriplegic and has been in a wheelchair for five years.
Jessica describes herself as outgoing, friendly, and outspoken.

MS WHEELCHAIR MARYLAND

Shannon Minnick

Shannon lives in Silver Spring, Maryland, and works full-time at the National Rehabilitation Hospital as
a Spmal Cord Injury Navigator, assisting and mentoring newly disabled individuals. She has a college
degree in Social Science. Shannon enjoys skiing, water skiing, power soccer, rowing, dancing, and

helping others reach their goals. She’s a Quadriplegic C6-C7 and has been using her TDX power
wheelchair for 19 years.

Shannon describes herself as an independent, charming, honest, and most importantly ABLED

MS WHEELCHAIR MASSACHUSETTS

Santara Sen
Santara lives in Norwood, Massachusetts and is currently volunteering for Partners for Youth with

Disabilities (PYD) and is also working on a Post-Bacealaureate in Early Childhood Education at
Bridgewater State College. She received her Bachelor of Science in Psychology from Bridgewater
State College. Santara enjoys volunteering, spending time with friends and family, and working
wih children of all ages (with or without disabilities). She has used a wheelchair since she was
zbout three years old due to Spina Bifida.

Samara describes herself as humorous, diligent, and determined.

MS WHEELCHAIR MICHIGAN

Emily Blauw

Emily lives in Ada, Michigan and is a speech-language pathologist working with children and adults
at Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital. She has a Bachelor's of Art's in Psychology from Hope
College and a Master's of Art's in Speech-Language Pathology from Western Michigan University,
both achieved post SCI. She also volunteers taking her certified therapy dog to local hospitals and
offering peer support to newly injured patients. Emily enjoys hand cycling, adaptive snow skiing, and

spending time with friends and family. She had a C6 spinal cord injury due to a car accident in 2001.
“mu v describes herself as compassionate, determined, and motivate.

MS WHEELCHAIR MISSOURI

Katie Banister
‘2= [mes m Affton, Missouri and is president of Access-4-All She received her Bachelor of

“cemce . Recreation from the Umiversity of Central Missouri in Warrensburg., Katie enjoys
wmimz periorming, and educating her community about the disability culture. Katie has been a
women on wheels smee an auto accident m 1990 at the age of twenty-five.

‘ate desorbes herself as determined, organized and vivacious.




Contestants

MS WHEELCHAIR NEBRASKA
Joan Naber

Joan Naber lives on a farm in Waco, Nebraska, and works as a Registered Nurse and Utilization Review
Coordinator at York General Healthcare Services. She received her Nursing Diploma from Bryan
Memorial Hospital School of Nursing in Lincoln, Nebraska. Joan enjoys knitting, reading, gardening
(especially flowers!), crafts, and making new friends. She has the side effect of radiculopathy from
radiation treatments for a rare benign growth treated when she was 14. She has used a wheelchair fully
for mobility smee 1996.

Joan describes herself as determmed, enthusiastic, and always smiling.

MS WHEELCHAIR NEW HAMPSHIRE
Jamie Plourde

Jamie lives in Pembroke, New Hampshire and is a senior at Keene State College majoring in Psychology
with a minor in Criminal Justice. She has been on the Dean's List every college semester and has been
mitiated into the Social Sciences Honors Program. Jamie enjoys meeting new people, being an advocate
for people with disabilities, horseback riding, caring for her 7 pets, and spending time with her friends.
She has Friedreich's Ataxia and has been in a wheelchair for 7 years.

Jamie describes herself as responsible, enthusiastic, and determined.

MS WHEELCHAIR NEW YORK

Michelle Fridley

Michelle Fridley lives in Canandaigua, New York and works with the Center for Disability Rights and
ADAPT, to further the independence of all seniors and individuals with disabilities. She is working on
her degree in Health Care Administration, but bemg a full time mom keeps her the busiest! Michelle
enjoys bike rides with her daughter Felicia, traveling, and advocating for others. She is a C5/C6
quadriplegic and has been in a wheelchair since she was 9 months pregnant with Felicia, ten years ago.
Michelle describes herself as being independent, strong-willed, and outgoing.

MS WHEELCHAIR NORTH CAROLINA
Alexandra McArthur

Alexandra lives in Charlotte, North Carolina and is employed at Davidson College as the Fellow for
Leadeshp Development. She graduated Cum Laude from Davidson College with a Bachelors of Arts
m History. Alexandra enjoys meeting new people, reading, planning parties, wine tasting, and working
towards mclusion for people with disabilities. She has Muscular Dystrophy and has used a wheelchair
smece 2007.

Alexandra describes herself as charming, ambitious, and compassionate.

MS WHEELCHAIR OHIO
Amy Jo Riter

Amy Jo lives in Canton, Ohio and is mom to Reece and Annalise Wolfe. She volunteers at Edwin
Shaw Rehabilitation, Plus or Minus 60 and is an active member of Toastmaster's #637, VHL Family
Alliance and the American Legion Post 44. Amy Jo enjoys traveling and competing in wheelchair
sports with the Paralyzed Veterans of America, reading and writing, and spending time outdoors. She
has a rare disease that causes tumors called Von Hipple Lindau(VHL), 2yrs 11months ago after
walkimg mto surgery to remove a spmal tumor, she awoke paralyzed.

Amy describes herself as courageous, determined and funny.




Contestants

MS WHEELCHAIR OKLAHOMA

Samantha Moreno
Samantha Moreno is lives in Ada, Oklahoma. She relocated m 2008 m order to complete her
bachelor’s degree in Human Services Counseling. Sam will begin her third semester this 121l She

Rehabilitation Services. Sam has enjoyed using a power chair smce she was around six vears old.
She has a form of muscular dystrophy called Spinal Muscular Atrophy. Sam feels she is ata good
balance in her life and she has high hopes for today, every day.

She describes herself as diligent, kind, and goofy.

MS WHEELCHAIR PENNSYLVANIA

Kristin Durniok

with friends and family. She has used a wheelchair since birth.
Kristin describes herself as outgoing, dependable, and organized.

MS WHEELCHAIR RHODE ISLAND
Heather Melaragno

Heather lives in Greenville, Rhode Island and is an Independent Sales Representative for Sensaria
Natural Body care. She received her Teacher Assistant Certification from the Community College
of Rhode Island. Heather enjoys being with friends and family, singing karaoke, and playing
computer games. She was born with Spina Bifida and has used a wheelchair for mobility her whole
life.

Heather describes herself as caring, understanding and compassionate.

MS WHEELCHAIR SOUTH DAKOTA
Kristina Allen

since she was 15 from an onset of Transverse Myelitis from a Lupus flare.
Kristi describes herself as strong, witty, and unique.

Kristin lives in Pittsburgh, PA, and is employed at UCP/CLASS as a housing/service coordmator.
She received her Bachelor of Arts in Speech Communication from Edinboro University, and a
Master's in Education from Gannon University. Kristin enjoys reading, shopping, and spending time

Kristi lives in Sioux Falls, South Dakota and is employed by the Reeve Foundation as a blogger
pending the website being built. She received her Bachelors of Science m Busmess Management
from Colorado Technical University. Kristi enjoys the Dallas Cowboys, rock concerts, fantasy
football, crafting, and being an advocate for those with disabilities. She has used a wheelchair



Contestants

MS WHEELCHAIR TEXAS
Kemi Yemi Ese

Kemi lives m Houston, Texas, and is employed with Americorps 4-H Capital Project as a teacher’s
assistant. She received her Bachelor of Science in Neuroscience and Studio Art from Baylor
University. Kemi enjoys painting, reading, and mentoring newly injured patents at TIRR (The
Institute for Research and Rehabilitation) in Houston. She has used a wheelchair for mobility for

four year due to a spinal cord injury resulting from a car accident in 2006.
Kemi describes herself as empathetic, humorous and driven.

MS WHEELCHAIR UTAH

Kelie Babcock
Kelie Babcock lives in Ogden, Utah and works at an Independent Living Center teaching

classes and helping people acquire assistive technology devices. She spends part of her
week working as a leader for a legislative advocacy group, advocating for others with
disabilities. She received her Bachelors of Science in Social Work and Minor in Visual
Art. Kelie enjoys painting, managing a men’s wheelchair basketball team, and traveling to new places, whether ona

cruise ship or road trips in her mini cooper. She has Escobar Syndrome and has used a wheelchair full-time for ten years.
Kelie describes herself as easy-going, happy, and adventurous.

MS WHEELCHAIR VIRGINIA
Niki Swann

Niki Swann lives in Richmond Virginia and is an adjunct English instructor at
Rappahannock Community College. She is currently working on her Masters in English Literature at
Virgmia Commonwealth University. Niki interests include 19th century British literature, disability

studies and antiques. She has used a wheelchair since the age of sixteen when she suffered a spinal cord
mjury due to a motor vehicle accident.

Niki describes herself as vivacious, charismatic, and hard-working.

MS WHEELCHAIR WASHINGTON

Korystal Monteros
Krystal lives in Tacoma, WA and just graduated from Tacoma Community college where she

carned her Associate’s degree n Sociologyv. Krystal enjoys helping under privileged, troubled
youth and dreams of opening a HOPES (Helpmg Others Physically, Emotionally and Spiritually)
Center dedicated to her best friend Tonv McCane who recentlv passed away. She was bomn 23
years ago with Spina Bifida and has been a wheelchar user since then.

Krystal describes herself as friendly, passionate and carmg




Awards
Ms. Wheelchair America 2011

The title of Ms. Wheelchair America 2011 is chosen by the judging panel The comesmor T sarms The mamoest 102l
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score during the judging sessions will become Ms. Wheelchair America 2011

Lifetime Achievement

The Lifetime Achicvement Award is chosen by the judges to the comtesiam they belenve mmne mmds O argest
contribution and significant impact for people with disabilzies.

Nicki Ard Achievement

The Nicki Ard Achievement Award recipient is chosen by the judges and awardsd ©o S woman w00 exemplifies the
philosophy of Nicki Ard, which is to “always exhibit a positive atiude and be willine 1o serve others.™ The delegate will
have made an outstanding contribution to the disability community through her lemis. her efforns and example.

Outstanding Speech

The Outstanding Speech Award is chosen by those I attendance on Speech Night. Each mdividual attending receives one
vote to cast for the contestant they feel delivered the most memorable speech of the evening.

People's Choice

The People's Choice Award is present to the person that gets the largest number of votes, which cost $1.00 per vote. The

“mds raised will be used for the MWA 2011 travel fund. People's Choice votes can be purchased anytime during the

wesk

Congeniality Award
The Congeniality Award is chosen by the contestants. Each contestant casts one vote for the contestant they feel was the
mdes<t. friendliest, most helpful and caring during the week.

Business Award

ssmess Award is chosen by the various businesses that present workshops, attend events, or mteract with the
<. They will give this award to the contestant they feel was able to communicate on a variety of topics.

0w



More on the Nicki Ard Award

Nicki Ard was Ms. Wheelchair America 2001 and passed away in 2002, about a month
after crowning her successor. Nicki was born with a debilitating disease called Spinal
Muscular Atrophy which resulted in her using a wheelchair.
She also developed Scoliosis, as a result, she lost full function
m her left lung. Although she was given a predicted life span
of 13 years, she faced and conquered her physical challenges
for almost 30 years. She began singing at the age of 6,
established "the Music Ministry of Nicki Ard" in 1986, and
released two albums "From Nicki, With Love" and "Walk With
Me".

Nicki was also enjoyed writing poetry.

My Thoughts
I've seen © lite when| was given only five seconds to say the rightwords, only to have them come outwrongornotatall.
Times whe i with everypartof me and then lost thatwhich | loved so much.
Times when! the odds were against me, but thought, "Who created the odds anyway?"
Times wh was so full of grief thattears meantnothing.
Times when wasn't mine alone.

These are the tnothing can change.

They will mmzin foreverz partofme, butl cannot bring them backand make them ower to be times of joy.
Sadnessand grief are inevitzble.

So, I must =zke those memories end hold them dose, for | hawe alsoseen times of happiness that some onlydream of.
This life God gave me is MY life and itis good.

~nicki

A quote from Nicki that the contestants will appreciate

"The night I won was one of the most humbling experiences because every girl there deserved it. I mean it was
amazing just being among a group of women who all had the same goal in mind: to overcome the barriers that

we face every day.”



Judging Criteria

The Ms. Wheelchair America judging is based upon criteria established by the national committee of the Ms.
Wheelchair America Program. The following excerpts were taken from the official guidelines:

A. Accomplishments

1. Personal Achievements and Accomplishments Since Disability in the following areas:
A. Academic
B. Vocational
C. Personal

2. Adjustment to Disability

B. Community Skills
1. Ability to Deal with Media, Peers, Civic Groups, etc.
2. Public Relation Skills

3. Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities
4. Self-confidence - Motivation - Initiative - Creativity

C. SelfPerception- Projection
1. Poise and Demeanor
2. Appropriate Attire and Personal Presentation

MS. WHEELCHAIR AMERICA CREED

As Ms. Wheelchair America, I promise to do my best
to promote public awareness of people with disabilities.
to use my time and efforts to this purpose.
to strive to achieve the best that is within me.
to offer my hand in friendship to everyone I meet.
to be cheerful, honest and loving.
to give hope to the less fortunate.
to set an example by my attitude.
and to do all this with grace, warmth and dignity.




L

Judges

Head ]udge - ]'LL liette RIZZO, as one of Maryland’s Top 100 Women for 2010, Juliens
Rizzo knows firsthand the power of transforming limitations mto opportunities. An award-wmning
public relations professional, Juliette is employed as the Director of Exhibits and Agency-wide
Outreach in the U.S. Department of Education in Washington, D.C., assisting the Department m Is
communications and outreach activities, designed to engage the general public, as well as other
stakeholder groups, in the President's and Secretary's education agenda for the nation.

Juliette acquired three physical disabilities, juvenile rheumatoid arthritis, scleroderma and
fibromyalgia. Serving as Ms. Wheelchair America 2005, Ms. Wheelchair Maryland 2004, and an
international speaker, event hostess and televised spokesperson, she has appeared m publications anc

“on radio an 1\7%i0n, including Talk Radio Europe, the CBS Early Show, The Today Show, the Discovery Health

Channel’s “National Body Challenge™ series, Women’s World magazine, Ve getarian Times magazine, NPR, New
Mobility magazine, The Washington Post Magazine, the Miami Herald, Washington Hispanic and the Washington Afro
American.

Juliette holds a Master of Journalism degree from the University of North Texas and a Bachelor of Science from Texas
A&M University. She resides in Bethesda, MD, is serving her third governor-appointed term on the Maryland
Commission on Disabilities, is appointed to the Maryland Statewide Independent Living Council, and was recognized as
the 2009 Disability Advocate of the Year by the League of People with Disabilities in Baltimore. She has judged
numerous Ms. Wheelchair America state and national programs. Amidst the stories of great disability leaders, Juliette’s
passionate message can be found m the compilation “Enabled in Words: The Real Lives, Real Victories of People with
Disabilities.”

ROC CO ATiZZi was born in Stratford, NJ in December 1973 as the fourth of 4 children. He

was diagnosed with Spinal Muscular Atrophy at about age 3. When he was 4, he was selected as
| the MDA Goodwill Ambassador for New Jersey and shortly thereafter began a 2-year reign as
National Goodwill Ambassador. His family moved to San Antonio, TX when he was 5. At age 16
| Rocco was one of 200 Texas high school students chosen to attend the Texas Academy of
Mathematics and Science, a 2-year early entry college program, at the University of North Texas.
| He went on to attain a Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering at University of Texas at San
Antonio. While working as an adjunct algebra instructor and tutor at a local community college, he
attained a Master's degree in electrical engineering at Florida Atlantic University in Boca Raton.
Rocco resides in Barrington, NJ and is employed as an electrical engineer at the Naval Surface
Warfare Center in Philadelphia. His is also pursuing a PhD in EE from The Catholic University of America in
Washington. He served as a judge for Ms Wheelchair Texas m 2006 and 2007, and for Ms Wheelchair Virginia in 2009.

RICI{ dedEﬂ is a young man happily married to his beautiful wife Karen for close to 23 years.
They share three wonderful children, Jenna (18), Aimee and Kyle (12) and have two other children
Rick and Richelle and three gifted grandchildren Isabella, Lucas and Reece. Rick hasa T-8 spinal
cord injury 34 vears post and has enjoyed working in the wheelchair industry for the last 24 years. He
believe the people he has met during these 24 years are without a doubt the best people on this planet.
He has been truly blessed with his family and friends. Currently, Rick holds the position of VP Sales
. and General Manager for Colours Wheelchair. Colours has moved beyond being just another

| wheelchair company, but truly a Lifestyle and that is as it should be. Team Colours is a group of
individuals that lead the way for many in the disabled community that wish for a more fulfilling lifestyle filled with
excitement and challenge. One small step towards changing the world®



Judges

Darci R. Luyk MS OTR isan Occupational Therapst wih over 25 vears of

OVET L3

experience working m the field of physical rehabilitation. In addtion to workmg as a therapist

at Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital m Grand Rapids., Michigan. Darci has held the
position of Therapy Recruiter and for the past 6 years as the Professional & Community
Relations Specialist m the Marketmg & Public Relations Department. Darci has served on a
variety of boards and task forces mchiding Malcom Baldridge Award Committee for Mary
Free Bed; Therapy Times Advisory Board Member; Mid-Michigan Healthcare Recruiters
Group; Customer Service Traming Program Task Force Member & Tramer for Mary Free

. Bed Rehabilitation Hospital and the West Michigan Healthcare Facilities & Kent ISD:

. Healthcare Career Task Force. Darci has extensive experience m media and public relations

and a strong background in event planning.

' ]Ohﬂ Skulborstad was born and raised in South Dakota. Residng m Rapid City, SD

| since as owner and photographer of Heritage O'Neill Portrait Studio. John serves on the Board
of Black Hills Regional Ski for Light. He is the Mayor's advocate as an Advisory Council
Member of the Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP). John volunteers with the meals on
Wheels program in Rapid City. His interest mclude working as an advocate for those with
| disabilities, mcluding guiding visually mpaied alpine (downhill) skiers, through the Black
| Hills Regional Ski For Light. John enjoys outdoor activities such as biking, fly-fishing,

hunting, skiing, as well as nature photography:.

Judge Coordinator

JI” CCITMSO was Ms. Wheelchair Michigan 1987. Jill has severed on several city, state

and national boards advocating for people with disabilities. She competed m Wheelchair
Olympics winning many metals. Born and raised m Wyandotte Michigan. Her dream of
becoming a teacher was cut short when she was struck by a drunk driver. Jill was blessed
with two children, Devan (16) and Mia (4). She worked at the Ability Center of Greater
Toledo where she taught individuals with all different disabilities, focusing on skills for living
independently. Currently Jill is working as a motivational speaker and consultant, a career
she finds fulfilling, because she is still educating people and helping them to achieve their

. goals. Jill explains that none of this would be possible without God in her life. She owes it




Judging

The contestants will have three private judging sessions with the panel of judges during the
week. On Friday evening each state titleho Ider will present a two minute speech. The speeches
are also judged. During the Saturday Crowning Gala the five contestants with the highest
scores will give their speech again and answer two on stage questions. After the scores are
tallied the runner-ups will be announced followed by the new Ms. Wheelchair America 2011.

Workshops

During the week the contestants will take part m many workshops. These workshops are
designed to provide information on topics that will help each state titleholder develop various
skills that are need to be an effective advocate, while building relationships with each other.
Some of'the topics are: Mental Toughness, Dealing with Media, Public Speaking, Service
Dogs, ADA and A year in the Life of MWA.

Entertainment

The contestants, companions, family members and others will be entertained throughout the
week by a variety of special guests and local talent. This year there will be a few theme nights.
Movie Night is dress as your favorite movie star or character, but there is a Murderer among
them. Crusin' to Motown will include a performance by Living Proof. The contestants will be
dressed in "Motown" attire, while listening to some famous Motown Hits!

Amanda Johnson will sing at the welcoming dinner and also at the crowning gala.

A few surprises are also planned!




Alabama — Joanne Pearson
Heavenly Creations

Christy Terry

Attitudes Day Spa

Jeanne Schrader

Girl Scouts of Service Unit 34
GENCA

Park Lavne Jewelry

Tammy Palmer

Kerri Sturrock

Mlargaret Sellers

DaveLong

Kathy Rae Formal Wear

Alabamna Pediatric Dental Assoc.
Dr. Lackey

Angsln Ticke

TheMitchell Fanuly

Madizon Professional Firefi ghters
Association — Local 4566
Huntsville Professional Firefighters

Arkansas — Judy Little

The Peabody Hetel

Peterson’s Warchouse

Ms. Wheelchair Arkansas Board
Leal Abermathy

Ken and Judv Heath

John Schoeder

Debbie Shands

Jodi Ruavan

Bob Reed

White River Roadrommers

Ken MacSpadden

Barb Moreno

Kall=pick

Team SSA Batesville

Askansas Postal Rural Carriers
Believes Comnmmity Church
Charles Landers Anto Sales
Cushipan Electric & Mechanical Ine
Evening Shade Feed Mill

Cave City Flash Market

Friends in Memorv of Judy Bee,
Reed Physical Therapv
WalMart — Batesviile

First Commmnity Bank

Home Town Market

Tudge Tudy Harkey

Unressal Motos

Mac’s Race Timing Service. 11.C

2010 Titleholder Sponsors

California — Jennifer Kumivama
Krwanis Rose Float Distnict Comm
Abilities Expo

Karen and Rene Garza Castillo
Straightline Transport

Ann and Fric Orbon

Henrietta Orbon Kumivama
Eddie Kumuvama

M=t Tinker and Kevin Gifford
Heather Kumivama

Ritchie & Chemrse Cruz

Gary and John Hemandez-Borjan
ND Capture Photography

BAR 195 m Angherm CA

Robert Orosco

Jacqule Dorothv & Alex Chester
Conme & AlexMendista

Sarah Kobayashi

Teresa Castilio

Dvlan White

Juzn Guillen

Raymond Patterson

Jeanine Robmson

Kristina Marie Lanpimo

Jeff Summer

Helen Gardea

Jason DeRosst

Tamnv To

Jeff Max

Steve Donner

Colorade — Zara Vargues
Adrienne Carr

AMac Construction

Argonaut Liguors

Barron Criswell

Casev Hanull

CraigHospital

DiaBooggenmn

Denver Police Cadets

Eivis Connection Fan Club

Endre Saom & the Living Vision Band
Farmers Insurance group

Federal Fruit & Produce

Frontier Arlines

Impact Colorado

Jeff Butler Photographv

Lori Muha “Shelvis

Mercedes & Bob Norman

MSR Travel Biz

MWCO Board

Nathan Colburn

Pappadeax Seafood Kitchen
Pepsi Boltlng Group

Rad & Jerry's Event Center
Reddy Ice )
Swift & Company i
Wheslchar Getaways

DC —TiraySprigss
Michael Poce
Mansa Poce

Mary Ch=mon

Lakesh Prce

rz Accountng Services
Imelhigent Office

A New Dz Counseling Service
Plante From Withm

Nicole Hemandez

Good Shephard United Methodist
Church

Jack Gitrap

LeAnn Sagmeister

TWear Today Gone Tomorrow
The Dream Society

Indiana — Joey Murello
Helmer

Wilson. Kehoe & Winningham
Indianapols Musenm of Agt
Borshoff’

Rehabilstation Hospital of Indiana
MS Compantes

United Methodist Women
Sam’s Club

Kroger

Entbroid Me

Run Bach

Cannon IV

Sancepan Creative

Wark Talanmntes

Iovwa — Samantha Edwards
VGM Group

Barillz America

Wavne & Fern Edwards
Johad Lori Sicldes

Tanya Hellvans & Fanuly
Philip & Linda Tetzloff — Holulk
Mark Miller

Eldon Loffgen

Rod & Cheri O'neil

Betty Kremer



Kansas — Tiffany Nickel

“Today for Tonwmow™

Demnnz Sumimers

Wheelchair Sports, Inc.

Eansas Truck &M obiliry

Wachira Children’s Theatre & Dance

Cenfer

Prarie Band Potawatonu Nation

Kansas Resource Centers for
Independent Living

Three Rivers_ Inc.

Emporia State University

South Central Kansas Alunmd

The Duvanels. Bloomers, Millers,
and Parks

Mutvane Cliristian Church

Senior Samts

Family Prescription Shop

Shawn Thompson

Roger & Val Nickel

Grandona

Alvin & Priscilla Musser

Barb Keamey

Renee Handrahan

Velma Wallace

Tim & Amanda Surry

Mara Neves

Judy Jennson

Laurz Pearce

Jean & Don Thomas

Kathy Holloway

Kentcky — Cheryd Medley
Supenior Van & Mobiity
Jefferson Comnmmnty College
Mero Disabdity Cozlition
Advantage Heatmg & Cooling
A & THeating & Asr
Transit Awhonty of River Citv
Yankee Candle Company

Maine — Jessica Littlefield
Reddmgron Fairview Hospital
The Aroostook Medical Center
Hardmg Law Offices

People of the State ofMaine
Universtiy of Maine at Presque Isle
Maiden Vovaz Book Sellers

Mr. Malcolm E Wilhams

Hubbert Gogzn

Kathryn Hughes Associates Inc
Witcox Flectric Inc.

John Couture

StateFarm

G Young

Michael & Cathy Muphy

Fanuly & Friends

Grant Memorial United Methodist
Church

Enights of Columbus

Presque Isle Fire Department

2010 Titleholder Sponsors

Aarvland - Shannon Minnick
Robert Watson

Randy & Odette Bowen
Doc Bethea

Ride Away

Koons Ford

Warda Davis

Joseph Burnes

SMEMO

Nancy Eopp

Holly Cole

Barbarz Vanleer

FErmmz Byrd

Advanced Medical Concepts
Florence Huichinzon

Delores Johnson

Barbara Clements

Mary Little-Delon

Norma Courlang

Massachuserts - Santara Sen
Elizabeth Robbins

Megan Dobro

Kristen O"Heamn

CeceliaPula

Fiizabeth Denist

Jonah Beukman

ArnaFegan

Spina Bifida Association of MA
Theresa LaBrecque

Glorgio™s Pizza

Betro Pharmacy

Theresa Peterson
AtyssaLeBel

Elizabeth: Mac Isaac

Enos Home Oxygen Therapy
MEM Medical Supply

Al Care Medical Supplr
Aftlesbore Area Medical Exquipment
Surgmed

Maureen Smith

Bavsrate Medical Center

Michigan — Emily Blauw

Governor Granholm

People of the State of IMichigan

MWM Board

Former MW titleholders

State Coordimater Shelly Loose

Health Partners

Mary Free Bed

Holland Hospital

Lakewood Family Medicine

Clock Conversions

The Pontiac Chub

Culvers

TheMichigan Grill

Spectrum Bowling Lanes

Frederik Meter Gandens

WZZN 13 Take 5

WOOD TV 8Maranda

Dr. Adam Kremer

Dr. Daniel and Cecilia DeCook

Dr. Bavid Lowry

Dr. David and Carol Myers

Ellen Hale Amold

Sanmel Martm

Tim and JoArme Blany

Shelley Irvin

Diavid, Barbara, Anna, &
Nathan Blawwr

Stu & Bernice Blauw

3dagy Thompson

Laura, Dan. & Mary Blaaw

Ellen B lworw

AMissowri — Eatie Banister
Mome & Phvilis Bamster
SADI CIL — Cape Girardean
Unsted Access

Ozark Independent Living
David Cartledge & Leianne Brubaker
Park-mark

DCAT CIL — Viburmum
Services for Independent Loving
ETROK

Aymee Welnneter

Peggy Barbis

Katie Serfas

Michael Henges

Judy Sperlock

Bruce & Coleen Menz

Marie Haynes Winfree
Rhonda Macum

Hirah Fchele

Tim & Anne Macas

That Upptty Theatre Conpany



MNebraska — Joan Naher
York Medical Clinic

Gloystein Veterinpry Clic
Farm Credit Services of Americe
Edwin & Lavomne Duer
York Agri-Products
York General Health Care Services
Chances “R” Restaurant
Brenda Hesmm g Insurance Agency
Naber’s Trock & Equipment
Bennett Ag Service. Inc.
Cormerstone Bank
First Bank of Utica

Dr Michael &Judv Rapp
Jarsde & Rhonda Kovac

‘oizke Funeral Home
Hanger Orthotics & Prosthetics
Allergy Asthrn & Inmmonalogy
Associates
Design Industrial Radiztors, Ine.
Jensen Tnpiber Comparny
Underwood Realty & Auction
Penners Tue & Aufo
The Western Edee
Mez Mortuary Inc.
Verle & Peggy Stahr

Tomes Industries, Iar.
Rasmussen Auto Supply
United Farmers Cooperative
Secott-Houngan Co.
Romans Wiemer & Associates

New Hampshirve — Jamie Plourde
Associated Grocers of NE

Turning Pointe Center of Diance
NE M edical Equipment Dealers
Seidner Famity

Plourde Family

Martel's Salf-Care

Grantte State Credit Undon

Pouliry Produocts of Northeast

New York — Michele Fridley

Pat Plyster

Finger Lales Radiclogy

Ciccno’s Restaueant

Viilage Del

Noose Club

Marsha Soath

Rodolfo Queiroz

Shervl & Gary Bonaey

Mledical Associates of Finger Lakes
I Sessler Excavating and Wredking
Coe-Genung Funeral Home
Tohnson — Kennedy Funeral Home
Center for Disabilify Rights

Doc’s Seafood Restaurant

2010 Titleholder Sponsors

Morth Carelina —
Alexzandra McArthar

Wells Farpo — Wachovia
Kathie Turner
Pat Baker
{Feorgia Ringle
Jan Blodgett
Bonnie Wri
Mr. &M, Clarence McArthur
Naney & Emery Herman
Christie Mason
hlarie Reedy
Lorraine Woodward
Enable Amenica
Ed Kania

wen Fitzpatrick

Ohio — Amy Jo Riter
GOD

Morris Brothers Scrap Metal

Olio Assoc. ofMedical Equipment
Heinz Frozen Foods

Jed’s BBQ & Brew

Smith Gang

T Johnson

Les Wolfe & Family

{ibo’s

Italo’s Pizza

Tovwn & County IGA

Wdiller’s Healthcare Products

Liz Reves

Goodtime Take Frie Island Cmises
Paralyred Veterans of America—
Buckeve Chapter

Carol Motz

Melissa Hiles

Feista Hair Salon

Bake Sale Helpers & Bakers
Maboning Vallev SCT Support Growp
Broad's Auto Sales & Towmg
Loree Lantzenhuiser

Eristi Doubledee

Northgate Commmmity Church
Pastor Chris

Mr &M C Chock
Toastmasters #637
Christing Stone
Flaine Farthney

OHahoma —Samantha Morens
Rane Baleubs

theastern State University
Tzhlegnah Beauty College

S amn — Lora Luon
Chack into Cash

Tight Eves Beads

Cherokee Nation

Delaware Nation

Cherrokee Giit Shop

El Zerape

El Charro

Pennsylvania — Kyistin Durnick
UCPI CLASS

Gregand Susan Bush

Darell Phillips

Joell Sperry

Bob & Nila Bush

Lex & Mamot Vujan

Salty Shannon

Frances Sperry




2010 Titleholder Sponsors

Fhode Eland — Heather Aelaragnoe
Stanley & Carolyn Hopkins
Mary BethMiller

Yoan Melaramo

Majors Medical

Peter & Maguernite Armmstrong
John & Rebecca DelSesto
Walter & Jovce Dias

James & Sharon O'Grady
Kathleen & Joseph Hubert
Terrence O'Connor

Robert & Nanev Winters
Paul and Susan Melargno

Jani Ouellette

Robert & Renee Melaramo
Mike & Joznne McCarthy
Katie Rowlinson

Scott & Stephanie York

JB Mastiopietro

Jeif Muse

Rudulph & Maureen DeCrescenzo
Richard & Vielz McKenna
Michael & Maragaret Twist
David & Michelle Pereira
Harlen & Kathleen O gnt
Robert & Michelle Mupiy
Mary Svivia Hamison

Marv Carson

South Dalota — Krist Allen
NALC Branch 491
Sanford Health
Stoux Falls Storm
103.7 ERRC Radio
Excel Chiropractic
Clezan Finish Car Wash
Hy-Vee
Colorado Techmical University
Dr. John Forretie
Body Garaz
Stoux Falls Rofler Dollz
Vein Eide
IHOP

Vild Water West
Pizza Ranch
Cal Hansen
Sioux Falls Cadillac
Rainn Szloa and Spa
Empire Bowl
Granite Citv
The Aftic
M Goodscents
Joevs Seafood
PizzaInn
Eastway Bowl
Scooters Coffechonse
Lewis Drug
Tonmmnry Jacks
Year Round Brown
Sunshine Foods

Texas — Kemi Yemi Fse
Angela Wrigglesworth
Angels Henmen

Dr. Chitra Viswanathan
The Wheeichair Shop Inc.
The Yenw-Fse Family
Roll?Walk

Adapirve Driving Access
Laura Cellins

Yolanda Green

Toni Harrison

Julie Hess

Bonnie Likover

Alissa Maples

iam O Rourke

Jackie Pontelio

Virginia Steppe

hielody Braun Wilds
Greg Miller

Mike Hart Photograpliy

Utah — Kelie Babrock
Merit Medical

MMyt Marty Stephens
Ume” Boutigue

Yirsinia —NId Svom
Fam Burean Women
Wezt Home Health Care
Mechanicsville Honda
Rehab Hezlth Care
Arcade Cafe

b & S Photogaphy
Tomniy s Restaurant
Albert Pollard

€6 Swann & Sons Farm
Cheryi Swann

Marie D Swapn

Washington — Krvstal Monteros
Tacoma Christian Center

BEOPES Foundation

Lee Anu Tuohy —Cockee Lee
Northwest Paralyzed Veterans
Association

Tacoms Area Coalition for Indrridua’s
with Disahiliies

Tamnw Wilber

Northwest Women Wheelers
Tilite

Seattle Adaptive Sports



Ms Wheelchair Michigan Sponsors
to host MWA 2011

Diamond Sponsor: Pearl Sponsors:

Mary Free Bed Astra Tech
Flexiciser

Amethyst Sponsors: Freedom Motors

Acclaim Meijer

All American Roll Models

Anonymous Opal Sponsor:
Fusion Medical

Murder Mystery Company Spartan Medical

VPG

Van Hoecks Shoes The B.O.B.

Starbucks-Amway Grand Hotel Bar Divani

7’s Fine Food and Good Spirits

A special Thank You to the many friends and volunteers that have helped make this event possible!
There are so many this book could be filled with all of your names. You know who you are...Thanks!!

2010 MW A Sponsors

Dzmond Sponsors:
American Arlines
Flexiciser

Schwartz Zweben Law

Szpphire Sponsor:
Anmerican Association for Homecare

Friends of MWA
Cascade Design
Richard Hayden
Simon Marcis

srant Funding from:
south Dakota Developmental Disability Council



You make the
Lone Star State shine,
Kemi!

Samantha Ecveards
Ms. Wheelchair lowa 2010




DateAble,
Inc.

The Dating

Service with
Heart

www.TheCPGroup.org
Proud Supporter of

Shannon Minnick, Ms. Wheelchair Maryland
&

Ms. Wheelchair America 2011 Pageant

DateAble. Inc. is a non-profit organization that provides
dating and social opportunities for people with and without
disabilities.

DateAble, Inc.
15520 Bald Eagle School Road
Brandywine, Maryland 20613
301-657-DATE (3283) www.dateable.org



wwld i@é&e tﬁ% msh the
best of luck to Emily Blauw
‘and all the contestants at
Ms. Wheelchair America

2011

W@gm ok Health Plrtners would
_Li%g i:@ am@mmm You ou owy veigm as
s, Wikgglohair Michigan and wish pou
the best of Lugkll You are an inspiration
to evertdone!!

we ave oLl so proust of pou!

i L @t Health Partners




DEFINING BEAUTY focuses on the exiraordmary Ives of
five women and ther journey toward the 2010 Ms.
Wheelchair America pageant. Unlike radzional beauss
pageants, Ms. Wheelchair America & 2 compeizion based on
advocacy, achievement, and commmication. that sckex e
most accomplished and articulzte spokesperson for the 32
million Americans living with diszbilzies. Throush ssues of
sexuality, femininity, independence and personal idemay

DEFINING BEAUTY tels the story of women who
challenge themselves to live life bevond ther Emzations and
by doing so redefme the perception of beauty and what &
means to be disabled.

Directed by Alexis Ostrander and produced by Megan Keere.
DEFINING BEAUTY is a non-proft International
Documentary sponsored production funded by donations and
sponsorship of supportive organizations. corporations and
individuals,

To find out more about Defining Beauty

Check them out on facebook!
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L}of-riec;

With water-loving Urof

Surface Technology -

and refains ¢ shppery iuyer of wat
fo its surkace, |

To request samples,
visit www.lofric.us or call 1-8.

e
ot e s S L ;

MQRE TI—IAN A

SHE EDUCATES, INSPIRES A CTION
AND MOTIVATES CHANGE.

SO CAN YOU.

AL LA nClEre
Moy

usersfisi.og

The Wsers Firat Alllance seeks to ensure appropriate access to seating and
mobliity equipment by empowering Wheelchair Users, Clinicians and Providers
with edusation and informetion resources that enspire aclion and motivates change.
SO TODAY AND MAKE YOUR VOIGE HEARD.

T
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Crreative * f gl
your He | your story | your way

MELINDA LOWDER
Senior Conrgirany

CM IDRE4222555

2150 Conider Ridge Dirive 5W
Byron Center, Michigan 49315

hormer H146.583.1964
cell: 8100176797

email; mrsresiowder@yehon.com
web: weaemyomsite. comdmbovwder

Law Offices of Owen B Dunn Jr.

The Spitzer Building
520 Madison Ave., Suite 330
Toledo, OH 43604

Phone: (419) 241 9661
Fax: {(419) 241.8737
Mounroe, MI: (734) 240.0848

hitp://www.owendunnlaw.com

1021 NMulholen D
Morroe, Michigan £8161
(734) 7778334

mcam carusoB@comcast net

Jill Caruso  Moswasons! Soester & Consultan

Proud Sponsor

of Ms. Wheelchair America, Inc.

2011 Crystal Drive, Suite 725
Arlington, VA 22202-3709
Tel: 703.535.1881

Fax: 703.836.6730

www.aahomecare.org

Elisa Tomaszewski Mantey
Independent Sales Director
(734)457-0159 or (419)340-7158

nwsikr@aol.com

www ltsJustfewelry.com

Sherric Goble
3281 Richmond Ave
Lincols Pask, MI
sherried 8146 @yahoo.com



celebrating g (e /}mfas‘f()fz delermanalion
and. i;/){f‘!f s all,

Jet Airwoay 1w O Ly XY he.

/ he a /? ard ()/ YOUL SUCCCSS: /

Rehab specialists to assist in all your equipment decisions
Madison location showroom featuring rehab/sports equipment
Equipment repairs and maintenance by our trained technicians

adapted sports and recreation equipment / power & manual wheelchaits / seating & positioning products
pediatric rehab equipment / bath sufety ifems / hoafae ve;atflaim‘sf {]mhﬂ ﬁfﬂﬁf nrdsf aids to ’éﬂiE‘{ lmag}’ equsapmen? sepﬂ

C‘ AIRWAY

Home Medicagl & i

Battle Cieek 800.445.5820 = Benton Harbor E88. 6?6 5153 = Cadillac Sﬁﬁ 323 61 60 Cnidwa?nf B66.484.1444
Crand Rapids 800.632.0730 » Hasfings 866.7/ 67 + H d B8f 1.5 00.4022
Lansing B800.365.1006 « Mt. Pleasant 866,77 :
Traverse City 888.596.8511 » Wyo




| The Care E On is a patented, ride-along platform that is designed to attach
| tothe back of most power wheelchairs allowing a rider to effortlessly glide
behind the wheelchair user. The Care E On is self-supportive and when

. notin use, it simply folds up and out of the way!

As seen in Los Angeles, For More Information, Ordering

New York, Chicago and Houston! And Video of The Care E On In Action, Visit Us At:
The Care £ On is without a doubt

the most exciting and innovative WWWTh eCa re E O n.com
disability product in years!

More Independence, Greater Confidence, Increased Mobility and Fun!

MICHIGAN
40688 Van Dyke
Sterling Heights, MI 48313
586-939-8600

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL
THE CONTESTANTS IN
MS. WHEELCHAIR AMERICA

2950 Lapeer Road
Port Huron, MI 48060
810-987-8118



American Airlines

Proudly Salutes
Ms. Wheelchair America 2011.

Congratulations On Your Accomplishment!




Yes, you can.

Invacare Corporation is
proud to sponsor
Ms. Wheelchair America

2011

YallvoLaQiT LU



GRAND PLAZA

GRAND RAPIDS,

MICHIGAN

Let the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel make your next

celebration one to remember. From our attentive service

and numerous on-site catering options, to our 42 different

reception rooms, meeting spaces and elegantly decorated

ballrooms - the Amway Grand Plaza is the perfect venue

for every occasion.

AMWAYGRAND.COM

616.774.200040
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PHYSICAL MOVEMENT THERAPY DEVICE . 2} | B
THERAPEUTIC MEALTH FORTHE MOBILITY CHALLENGED 1

INCREASES:
Range Of Motion
Endurance
Weight Control
Circulation
Recuperation
Muscle Tone
Pain Control
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Life
Can’t Wait

ION
MEDICAL

1607 Prairie Sireet, Essexville, MI 48732 - 989-894-5906




l'l"SiTIME TO TAKE A STAND IN THE SUPERSTAND

Standing in the Superstand Standing Wheslchair
{maﬂu@ half-power, full-power) is good for your
" body. Frequent st:

anding will:

Strengthen bones

Eliminate skin breakdown
Improve respiratory function
Reduce bladder/bowel issues
Improve circulation

Reduce swelling

Reduce spasms/spasticity
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The Superstand: Made in America — American owned]

CALL 1-800-STANDING FOR A FREE EVALUATION

The Standing Company
5848 Dixie Highway
Saginaw, MI 48601

www.thestandingcompany.com

supports Ms. Wheelchair America 2011



Schwartz Zweben Is a national law firm focused on enforcing
and defending the civil rights of individuals with disabilitics.
We represent every client with knowledge, commitment and
passion. Our attorneys specialize In all aspects of disability
law including Tities |, I, & 1l of the Americans with Disabilities
Act, the Fair Housing Act, and the Rehabilitation Act. We
also consult for businesses and municipalities who wish to
draft a work plan to remove barriars and engage in voluntary
ADA compliance. Please coniact us regarding issues
affecting your civil rights in any state to determine whether
we can be of assistance.

DEDICATED TO DEFENDING THE RIGHTS
OF INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES

Schwartz, Zweben LLP 3876 Sheridan Street, Hallywood, Florida 33021

Phone 954‘9%66,2483"1'0“ Free 877.232.5297 Fax 954.966.2566*E-mail gzweben@szalaw.com




. AEEORDABUE} o REUIABIE] - SARE

Scion XB
Side-Entry Conversion

RIDE OR DRIVE
FROM YOUR WHEELCHAIR!

X-WAV Conversion PT Cruiser ToyotaSienna  Dodge Grand Caravan Th All NEW

of the Honda Element  Convertible Conversion Conversion Conversion

S

CALL FREEDOM MOTORS TODAY
FOR ALL OF YOUR MOBILITY NEEDS.

1-888-625-6335

www.FreedomMotors.com
Manufacturing wheelchair accessible vehicles since 1987.

VW Routan



Welcome to Grand Rapids!

Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital
is a
Proud Sponsor
of the

Ms.Wheelchair America

Pageant 2011 gitmsy

Best wishes to all participants
from the staff at Mary Free Bed!

Restoring Hope ang/ée‘:)m.
Mary Free Bed

Rehabilitation Hospital
COMPREHENSIVE INPATIENT AND OUTPATIENT REHABILITATION FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS




