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Dear Ms. Wheelchair America Contestants, Families, and Friends,

On behalf of The Greater Bethesda-Chevy Chase Chamber of Commerce, we want to
welcome everyone from across the country to the 35t Annual Ms. Wheelchair
America Pageant.

We are delighted that you have decided to visit and hopefully will have time to
experience a small part of all this wonderful area has to offer. Bethesda-Chevy Chase
offers superb accommodations, hundreds of ethnically-diverse restaurants,
numerous art galleries, a world renowned music center and several theatres to
choose from, just steps away from your hotel.

In addition, named after the “Bethesda Healing Pool,” Bethesda is known for being
the center of world-class research and health facilities, including the headquarters
for the National Institutes of Health, Suburban Hospital, National Navy Medical
Center and the Howard Hughes Medical Institute. With the spectacular gardens,
outstanding specialty boutiques, malls and entertainment centers and historical
attractions, you'll never run out of things to do here!

Hopefully, one of your “must do's” on your visit will be to take advantage of the
Dreams Inc. National Mobility Tradeshow on July 25%, and learn more about many of
the new products and services available. You'll also have the opportunity to attend
informative presentations, and meet industry leaders dedicated to those with
disabilities.

Again, welcome and thank you for visiting us. We hope you experience a few of the
many reasons why Bethesda-Chevy Chase is the best place to work, live, do business
and visit.

Sincerely,

/éf/%

Kevin P. Malaoney, Chairman
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Greetings!

1 would like to welcome everyone to the 35th anniversary of the Ms. Wheelchair ;
America Program, here in beautiful Bethesda, Marvland.

This year we have 27 states represented. We are experiencing some exciting times
and look forward to having all 50 states represented in the near future. With your |
continued support, I know we can reach that goal.

Robert Watson, Host State Coordinaror, joined forces with Judy Hoit, Ms. Wheelchair
Iowa State Coordinator, and Jeri \Wasco, Ms. Wheelchair DC State Coordinator to

{1 organize this wonderful week of activities. They have done a tremendous job and we
| thankthem for their hospitality and hard work.

To our state coordinators I want to thank you for all the energy and enthusiasm you
have put forth to keep your state programs going. It is appreciated.

My gratitude goes out to all our delegates and their companions. You make this
program. Thank you.

A big thank you to our sponsors. We are grateful for the funds and services they have
generously donated to the Ms. Wheelchair America Program. A very special thanks to
Schwartz, Zweben & Associates, American Airlines, Dateable, Inc., and Dreams, Inc.
our long-time sponsors and friends.

I want to express my personal gratitude to the members of the Executive Board of Ms.
Wheelchair America. These people deserve your respect and thanks: Robert Watson,
Vice President, Judy Hoit, Treasurer, Ida Esh’t, Secretary, Denise DiNoto and Laura
Abdelaziz, Executive Director. They work for Ms. Wheelchair America because they
love this program and believe in its mission.

Thank you for being here to celebrate the 35th anniversary of the Ms. Wheelchair
America Program!

Gail McKoon
President
Ms. Wheelchair America

%
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Dear Friends,

I would like to welcome everyone to the great state of Maryland where within a few
hours you can go from the mountain tops of western Maryland to the sandy shores of
the Atlantic to the tributaries of the Chesapeake Bay. It is our Honor to host the 2008
Ms. Wheelchair America gala and to also celebrate the 35th anniversary of this great
organization.

You have the opportunity to witness the first Ms. Wheelchair America celebration

ever organized by a Dream Team of State Coordinators, and veteran volunteers. The
three major Ms. Wheelchair programs involved in the orchestration of this venture
are Jowa, Washington, DC and Maryland. This is a new pilot concept created to give :
Ms. Wheelchair America more flexibility when choosing a national site for the gala.

This will create better visibility for the organization and assist us in our goal to have

51 state programs represented during Gala week.

On Monday everything will began as State Title Holders start arriving from all

across America. We will have a fun day full of laughter and experiences; to educating
ourselves with a day of exhibits and seminars followed by two days of intense judging
by day, to building extreme comradely at night. On Friday evening each Title Holder
will share their passion and drive through their platform speeches.

After a full week on Saturday, a representative for Ms. Wheelchair America will
be chosen by our 5 distinguished judges to travel around the country not just to
advance her platform but also to be voice for all women in wheelchairs.

It is my pleasure to be a small part of this movement and as we celebrate the
anniversary of the signing of Americans with Disabilities Act this week I ask all of
you to step out and make your mark on society.

Sincerely,

Robert S. Watson
Vice President,
Ms. Wheelchair America



Judges Bios

Matt Kelley — Head Judge

Matt Kelley is an anchor/reporter for state news networks in Iowa

and Nebraska and is heard daily on 95 radio stations. Iowa’s ,
“Journalist of the year” 2002, he’s also worked in radio, TV and
newspapers in Alabama, Illinois, Missouri and North Carolina. :
Matt emceed Ms. Wheelchair America 2003 in Des Moines, 1A, and

served as judge for the national event in 2004 in Richmond, VA. His

hobbies include: racquetball, SCUBA diving, woodworking and

guitar.

Tracey L. Kelley

Tracey Kelley is a marketing and communications professional from
Des Moines, IA. She is the owner of re: communications, a media
solutions company. Tracey is a former communications director for
the Eastern Carolina chapter of the March of Dimes and is active ina
number of different organizations, including Big Brothers Big Sisters
of Central lowa and as an assignments reader for college students
with disabilities.

Denise Thomas

Denise Thomas has resided in Maryland for 27 years. She graduated
from St. Andrews College, with a BS in Business Management and

a minor in Computer Information Systems. Denise is currently
employed as a Transportation Program Manager for a DDA provider.
She volunteers on the Commissioner of the Montgomery County
Commission of Persons with Disabilities, Tutor for the Montgomery
Literacy Council, Volunteer at Children’s National Medical Center,
Member of the Maryland Developmental Disabilities Council, and
Member of the Americorp’s Grant Review Board. Denise enjoys
board/video games, movies and decorating.
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Judges Bios

1 Tracy Charlton O’Connor
: Tracy O’Connor lives in Spearfish, SD, and has the title Ms.
l Wheelchair South Dakota 1999 and went on to be crowned Ms.

Wheelchair America 2000. She was injured in a tragic motor vehicle
u crash that left her paralyzed from the waist down, but her national
i title gave her the opportunity to speak at the Library of Congress

and also meet the President of the United States in the White House.
Tracy also traveled to several Shriners’ Hospitals across the country.
She received the Girl Scouts’ Woman of Distinction Award and in
2002 carried the torch for the Winter Olympics. Today Tracy is active
with the Think First Program, along with being a wife and mother to
Cayden, their two year old son.

Jill Caruso

Jill Caruso holds the title Ms. Wheelchair Michigan 1987. She has
served on the Michigan Handicappers Committee and the Presidents
Committee on the Disabled. Jill currently works at the Center

for Independent Living in Sylvania, OH as an Independent Living
Specialist, and she also works at the Gap Outlet as a Sales Associate.
She is also a former athlete bringing home several gold, silver and
bronze awards for her participation in wheelchair games. Jillis also
the single parent of a 13 year old son and a 2 year old daughter.

Linda Jones - Judge Coordinator

Linda Jones is from Columbus, GA and has served as the Judging
Coordinator for several Ms. Wheelchair America Pageants, and is
active with the Ms. Wheelchair Georgia Program. After receiving
her Bachelor’s Degree, she worked as Director of Therapeutic
Recreation for the Columbus Georgia Parks & Recreation
Department for 18 years. This past year Linda retired and now
spends her time doing her life’s passion, quilting.

/Ns. TOheelchair America 2008
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Farwell Autumn

I am honored to have had, and will forever be grateful for, the
opportunity to serve as Ms. Wheelchair America 2007, Looking
back over this journey, I see that what started with my desire to
have a voice for an issue important to me has grown into some-
thing so much larger.

My involvement with the Ms Wheelchair America began with
my participation in the Ms. Wheelchair Massachusetts pageant.
My platform was based on the simple concept of “Independence
through Education.” Iwanted to try to make a difference to help
eliminate some of the barriers that people with disabilities face
of a daily basis. I chose “Independence through Education” be-
causeofthedismal statistics forwomen with disabilities involved
in post secondary education and full time employment. And
while I hope I did accomplish this goal, I soon realized that this
experience would become much more than me and my goals.

Immediately after the crowning ceremony and learning about my responsibilities for the year ahead,
I knew that this would definitely be a once in a lifetime experience. And what a life changing experi-
ence it turned out to be! As a woman who had only travelled on the east coast prior to this year, and
one who had not been on an airplane in over ten years, I was overwhelmed by the travel opportunities
that would lie ahead of me. I must admit that I was most excited about some of the larger events, like
attending the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade in New York City and the Tournament of Roses Parade
in Pasadena, California. While those are experiences I will certainly never forget, what I soonrealized |
was that my travels were less about the “where” I was going, and more about “whom” I met on the way.
My fondest memories are of times spent with the wonderful people I met on my journeys. ?

I began to see my role as Ms Wheelchair America not only as an opportunity to promote my platform,
burt as an opportunity to promote the goals and visions of the amazing people I have been blessed to
meet. Everyone has a story that deserves to be heard, and everyone has goals and visions that deserve
to be seen. IfI have helped tell those stories, or share those visions, then I have fulfilled a larger pur-
pose as Ms. Wheelchair America.

Along the way I also learned a |
greatdealaboutmyself. [learned |
that I am much stronger and de-
termined than I ever thought I
was. I pushed through the ex-
haustion of what often felt like
the equivalent of two full time
jobs. I learned that sometimes
you have to make sacrifices, like
postponing holidays with fam-
ily members, for a larger cause.
I learned that I do not have to
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be afraid of the unknown anymore, because with a strong
3 will and determination, I can make anything happen. And I
learned that just because I use a wheelchair, there really are
; very few things that I cannot do. I have shocked many people
by telling them about my ski trip to South Dakota, where I
proudly experienced my first sports injury ever.

As the year comes to a close, I want to thank all the people
along the way that changed my life, starting with the amaz-
ing women from across the country that I met last year at
the pageant in Little Rock, Arkansas. They likely have no
idea how much they influenced me and pushed me to do my
best to make them proud. I hope I have served you well. 1
would also like to thank the members of the Ms. Wheelchair
America program, the Board of Directors, and State Coordi-
nators, who offered me guidance and kept me out of trouble
] for the last year. To the people I have met along this journey
1 that touched and shaped me in some way, I hope I have done
' your causes justice. And most especially, I would especially
like to thank my family and my fiancé Kenny. Without them,
and in particular Kenny, none of this would have been pos-
sible. Your love and support has allowed me to experience
this wonderful opportunity and to begin the transformation
into the person that I want to be.

Congratulations to all of this year’s contestants. I hope this
week will instill the same motivation and inspiration in all
of you, no matter who goes home with the crown. You are all
winners, and I'm proud to be passing the torch on to you!

Autumn Grant
Ms. Wheelchair America 2007
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Secretary
Executive Director

2008 Me. TOheelchair America

Gail McKoon
Robert Watson
Judy Hoit

Ida Esh't
Denise DiNoto
Laura Abdelaziz

2007 STATE COORDINATORS

Alabama Kentucky Virginia
Melissa Zwilling Pat O’Bryant Pam Cobler
Arizona Maryland Washington
Leciah Laughton Robert Watson Tammy Wilbur
Arkansas Massachusetts
Ida Esh't Laurel Labdon
California Michigan
Ruthee Goldkom Monica Simith
Colorado Nebraska
Fred Criswell Crystal Childers
District of Columbia New York
Jeri Wasco Denise DiNoto
Florida North Carolina
Eileen O’Brien Kim Harvey
Georgia Ohio
Gail McKoon Stacey Hubbard
Illinois Rhode Island
Michelle McKeever Kristen Connors
Iowa Tennessee
Judy Hoit Will Clark
Kansas Texas
Carrie Greenwood Angela Wrigglesworth
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The Kiwanis Club of
Northwest Washington, D.C.

Wishes the very best
to all of the

/Ns. Wheelchain America

PARTICIPANTS

You GO Girls!!




%' 2008 SPONSORS

ARKANSAS - JENNIFER BIGGERS Ida Esh't & Joel Sazama, Calhoun County Bank, DM Apparel, Inc., Golden Hart Ford
Lincoln Mercury, Ms. Wheelchair Arkansas Board of Directors, Becton Timber Co. Inc., First Baptist Church, Hampton,
Linda Stringfellow, Dr. Udaya Kumar, Russell Chrysler Dodge Jeep, Inc., Ricky & Dottie Smith, Spina Bifida Association of
Arkansas, Presidential Conversions, J. Oliver’s Fine Jewelry, Peterson’s Warehouse, Little Miss Wheelchair Arkansas Katie
Mayberry, Mr. & Mrs. Andy Mayberry, Arkansas Rehabilitation Services-The Late Butch Barnes, Counselor, Georgia Smith,
Gail Deluil, Donna Cutler, Johnson’s Hardware-Kevin & Delois Kitchens, A & B Timber Inc., The Peabody Little Rock, Gregg
Herning GM & all the Associates, The Peabody Little Rock Gift Shop, Aromatique, Candy Bouquet International, Colony
Shop, Doroth's Magic Mirror, Blue Cake Company, Dennis Farmer, Wayne Smith’s Photography, Little Rock Convention
and Visitor’s Bureau, Discount Trophies, May’s Mission, Little Debbie Foods-Scott Young, About Vase-Phil Cato, Alda's
Sentimental Living-Alda Ellis, Ms. Wheelchair Arkansas Volunteer Judge, Amscan, Snell Prosthetic & Orthotic Laboratory,
Secretary of State Charlie Daniels, Stress Free Graphics, Tangles Hair Salon, The Academy at Riverdale, Jessica Franklin,
KARK Morning Producer, Arkansas Governor Mike Beebe & Staff, Mr. & Mrs. Ray Mills, Ms. Sarah Agee, Walmart-Bowman
Rd,, Little Rock, AR., Mr. Mathew Synder, Mr. Lee Burrell-Light Production, Rice Depot, Arkansas Secretary of State, Char-
lie Daniels and Staff, Ms. Annette Fraizer - Rebsmen Rehab. Hosp., Mr. David Bazzle, Ms. Monica Young, Mrs. Win Rock-
efeller, The CAIN Center for the Disabled, Inc., Kenneth Hamilton Sather Bruguiere-Riverdogstudios, Center for Accessible
Living, Jefferson Community & Technical College-Anthony Newberry Ph.D., And My Loving Parents.

CoLoraDO - MELISSA BURROUGHS Adaptive Automobiliey, AMAC Construction, Argonaut Liquor, Connections For
Independent Living, Colorado Commission for People with Disabilities, Craig Hospital, Denver Commission for People
with Disabilities, Elite Auto Glass, Frontier Airlines, Farmers Insurance-Mike Roberts, Denver Police Cadets, Direct Im-
pressions, Jeff Butler Photography, KEZW AM 1430, KOOL 105, Pepsi Bottling Group, Rocky Mtn. Chapter PVA, USO-Denver
International Airport, Swift & Company, Stay Active Shoppers.

DistricT oF CoLUMBIA - KATRINA PORTER City First Bank of DC (Ann Scoffie, SVP), DC Housing Authority, Northwest
DC Kawias, DC Center for Independent Living, Inc., Jackie Hess, AED, The HSC Healthcare System, DateAble, Inc., Na-
tional Rehabilitation Hospital, DC Rehabilitation Services Administration, DC Developmental Disabilities Council, Faith
United Ministry Church.

FLORIDA - AMANDA BAKER Team Adaptive, Disability Resource Center, Loonytunz Karaoke, Salon Fx, Anka Seeger,
Colius Studios, Jim & Joan Meyers, David & Cheryl Meyers, Barbara Key, Patricia Rives, Ellen Rump, Panama City Lions
Auxiliary, Bay Medical Center and the Bay Medial Foundation, Julien Vrooman, Bay Radiology Associates, P.A., ABC Re-
habilitation Services, Inc., Syfrett & Dykes Law Offices, P.A., Ethel Ferge, Donald Demma, Tommy Allen, Bay Area Case
Management Society of America, Bay County Aging IAC Council, Donna Vavala, Dr. S. A. Daffin, IT[, N. W. Florida Chapter
of the Society for Social Work Leaders in Healthcare, Civitan International 1970-2003, Dr. Larry Wade, Gween Sellars, Dr.
R. W. McArthur, Paul Brent Gallery.

ILLINOIS - ALANAWALLACE Governor Rod Blagojevich, Mayor Richard Daley, Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities
(Karen Tamley, Commissioner), Bureau of lllinois Tourism (Kelsey Holt-Austin), Bethal New Life, Inc. (Steve McCullough),
Cass Mental Health Center (Don Cates, Director), C & O Auto Rebuilders, Inc. (L.C. Townsell, CEO and Will Williams, VP/
GM), Dance>Detour, Dept. of Human Services - DRS (Audrey McCrimon, Assistant Secretary), Edible Arrangements (Lin-
da and Jeraldo Teneyuque, Owners), Jewel - Osco (Tony Zuehlke, Manager), Lakeside Community Committce (Barbara
Jones-Green, CEO/Founder), The Links Inc. - Windy City Chapter, Marcello’s, Mary Herrick Foundation (Dr. James W.
Wagner, Chair), 0'Neal's Transportation (Ruby O'Neal, CEO), Paul Young Fine Jewelers, Polish, a Nail Lounge, Jean A. Ad-
ams, Alba, Deidre & Jerry Austin, Gloria S. Brown, Margaurite Collard, B.L. Davis, Carolyn Day, Ann & John Dixon, Carol &
Herbert Dodd, Family and Friends, Harold Kelley, Doris M. Lomax, Tekki Lomnicki, Michelle McKeever, Nelson McLem-
ore, I, M.D., Eugene M. Moore, Kim Pate, LaVonne Perkins, John A. Pitts, Betty & Cleave Robertson, Grace J. Rowell, Jay
Rowell, Linnie A. Sims, Abraham Smith, Melissa Stratton, Kristy and Kevin Traynor, Delia Tyson, Cory Verben, Cornell
Wallace, Wycislak Family.

INDIANA - SaMATHA SMITH Teresa Smith, Tiffany Witt, Cory Crabtree, Nancy Beatty, Kathryn & Lauren Smith, Joe
Luebbers-1Iungry Howie’s Pizza, Ellen Miller, Books-A-Million, Toys R Us, Marsh, Best Buy, Frye’s Electronics, The Smith
Familyv, The Moore Family, The Wilson Family, The Crabtree Family, Cracker Barrell, Teresa Smith, Tiffany Witt, Cory
Crabtree, Nancy Beatty, Kathryn & Lauren Smith, Joe Luebbers-Hungry Howie’s Pizza, Ellen Miller, Books-A-Million, Toys
R Us, Marsh, Best Buy, Fryve's Electronics, The Smith Family, The Moore Family, The Wilson Family, The Crabtree Family,
Cracker Barrell.
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Contestants

Ms. WHEELCHAIR ALABAMA — XAVERIA ANDERSON

(¢:) Lives in Birmingham, Alabama with her husband and three children

(&4 Employed as a Graphic Designer for her home based family business
Virtuous Printing Services

g Founded XPA Qutreach Ministries which provides services to the homeless,
sick and shutin, and persons with disabilities, member ADA Board of
Birmingham, Board member of Is-able Ministries

[c 4 Quadriplegic as the result of an automobile accident

©3 Enjoys performing community activist work for individuals who use
wheelchairs

©3 Self Perception: Caring, Loving, Ambitious, Sincere, Determined

Ms. WHEELCHAIR ARKANSAS — JENNIFER BIGGERS
3 Lives alone in Hampton, Arkansas
8 Employed as a Coordinator for CareNet in Calhoun County Arkansas

3 Volunteers with the Calhoun Animal Rescue Effort (C.A.R.E.), AmeriCorps
V.LS.T.A. member

3 Disabled since birth due to Spina Bifida

5 Enjoys (raveling, meeting new people, and singing with “Spirit Reign” a
community praise and worship band

[ Self Perception: Christian, Passionate, Successful, Encouraging, Ambitious

Ms. WHEELCHAIR ARIZONA — HEATHER GROSSMAN

3 Lives in Paradise Valley, Arizona with her children and parents

3 Employed as an Office Manager for an automobile dealership

3 Founded Heather’s Haven of Hope which assists people with disabilities
who are victims of domestic violence, mentors newly injured patients for the
Arizona Spinal Cord Injury Association

[ Quadriplegic with vent dependency due to a gunshot wound

5 Enjoys movies, outings/events with family and friends, interior decorating,
and cooking

«3  Self Perception: Outgoing, Compassionate, Patient, Responsible,
Determined

Ms. WHEELCHAIR CALIFORNIA — SUSAN RoTcHy
o3 Lives in Dixon, California with her husband and two children
3 Employed as a Program Manager at Independent Living Resource

fe:s Vice Chair for In Home Support Service advisory Committee for Solano
County, board member of

3 Independent Living Resource of Contra Costa County, member of the Napa
Spinal Cord Network

3 Spinal Cord Injury as the result of an automobile accident

3 Plays the flute and piano. Enjoys quilting, cake decorating, swimming,
reading and skiing.

(&4 Self Perception: Inspirational, Advocate, Determined, Positive, Courageous

2008 /Ns. TOheelchair America L Judy 23 - 28, zo07




Contestants

Ms. WHEELC HAIR COLORADO ~ MELISSA BURROUGHS o
g Lives in Greeley, Colorado with her husband and two children

3 Employed as a Receptionist/Intake Specialist for Connections for
Independent Living

©3 Co-Chair of the City of Greeley Commission on Disability, volunteers with
various community groups including the Weld Advocacy Network on
Disability, the Colorado Cross Disability Coalition

3 Quadriplegic as the result of an automobile accident
5 Enjoys advocating on behalf of individuals with disabilities 1
3 Self Perception: Energetic, Happy, Charismatic, Helpful, Empowered

Ms. WHEELCHAIR DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA - KATRINA PORTER

Lives in Washington, DC with her husband and two children

Wife, mother, and homemaker

Volunteers as an Office Clerk at the National Rehabilitation Hospital
Disabled since birth due to Cerebral Palsy 1
Enjoys advocating for the rights of individual with disability
Self Perception: Responsible, Dedicated, Loyal, Determined, Trustworthy

ERERRR

Ms. WHEELCHAIR FLORIDA — AMANDA BAKER
[C"1 Lives on her own in Panama City, Florida

5 Employed as a Coordinator/Secretary for the Retired Senior Volunteer
Program

<4 Advocates for individuals with disabilities and provides training in self-
advocacy

fe:4 Disabled since birth due to Cerebral Palsy
[e:4 Loves music; enjoys singing and writing lyrics
o3 Self Perception: Determined, Intelligent, Friendly, Compassionate, Honest

i e

Ms. WHEELCHAIR GEORGIA -~ BEVERLY WATTS
(<4 Lives in Grantville, Georgia with her sister
5 Employed as a Receptionist for State Farm Insurance

o8 Volunteer for various programs in her community including Special
Olympics, Shriners, Hosea Feed the Hungry Foundation, the Shepherd
Center, and the Fernando Foundation

e Disabled due to paralysis
3 Enjoys traveling and meeting new people
3 Self Perception: Proud, Strong willed, Outgoing, Funny, Caring

E
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Contestants

Ms. WHEELCHAIR ILLINOIS — ALANA YVONNE WALLACE
©3 Lives in Chicago, Illinois with her husband

3 Founder and Artistic Director of Dance>Detour — Chicago’s first
professional physically integrated dance company

5 Founding member of “Bodies of Work™ Disability Arts and Cultural
Festival, a member of Ebony Society of Philatelic Events and Reflections, a
consultant for O&L Educational Services

(<1 Post Polio/Scoliosis as the result of contracting the polio virus at the age of 5
o3

Enjoys music, theater and dance. Other interest include reading, stamp
collecting, interior design

(<1 Self Perception: Grateful, Industrious, Multifaceted, Organized, Maternal

Ms. WHEELCHAIR IND1ANA — SAMANTHA NICOLE SMITH
¢ Livesin Indianapolis, Indiana with her boyfriend
8 Homemaker

2z Mentors and provides peer counseling for newly injured Spinal Cord Injury
patients

3 Spinal Cord Injury as the result of a lawn mower accident

©z  Enjovs stock carracing, reading, arts and crafts, painting, cross stitching,
scrapbooking

3 SelfPerception: Bighearted, Sensitive, Intelligent, Hopeful, Adaptable

Ms. WHEELCHAIR [owA — LUVORIA SANDERS
<3 Lives on her own in Cedar Rapids, lowa
¢z Employed as asorter/floor organizer by the Goodwill Industries

3 Volunteers for various community based programs including Peer Action
Disability Support, the Brain Injury Group

3 Disabled since birth due to Cerebral Palsy
3 Enjoys advocating for the rights of individual with disabilities
3 Self Perception: Kind, Loving, Loyal, Outgoing, Compassionate

Ms. WHEELCHAIR KANSAS — LORRAINE CANNISTRA
3 Lives on her own in Lawrence, Kansas

¢ Volunteer Peer Counselor and Access Task Force Member for
Independence, Inc, a member of the Working Ilealthy Advisory Council,
and Volunteer Mediator for the Johnson County Courthouse

&

Disabled since birth due to Cerebral Palsy

&

Enjoys speaking to groups regarding issues affecting individuals with
disabilities
©3  Self Perception: Unique, Funny, Compassionate, Creative, Resourceful
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Ms. WHEELCHAIR KENTUCKY — SHERRY HIXEMBAUGH

Ms. WHEELCHAIR MICHIGAN — SHELLY LOOSE

Contestants

Lives in Louisville, Kentucky with her fiance
Employed as a Tutor at a community college

Public Relations Assistant/Advocate for the Center for Accessible Living,
Assistant Counselor for Chaplain Dept., Frazier Rehab, Assistant Social
Worker for the King’s Daughters & Sons Home

Quadriplegic as the result of a car accident
Enjoys cooking and tutoring
Self Perception: Joyful, Resourceful, Knowledgeable, Candid, Achiever

Ms. WHEELCHAIR MARYLAND — CATHY PORTER

Lives on her own in Glen Burnie, Maryland
Retired Security Officer for Arundel Mills Mall

Volunteers with various community based programs to help raise funds to
assistindividuals with disabilities and to visit the shut-in at the local hospital

Disabled since birth due to Cerebral Palsy ;
Enjoys travel and sharing memories with her “wheel” sisters of Maryland ,

Self Perception: Determined, Confident, Courageous, Encourager,
Adventurous

Ms. WHEELCHAIR MASSACHUSETTS — KRISTEN McCoSsH

Lives in South Boston, Massachusetts with her husband

Employed as a Spinal Cord Injury Early Intervention Program Consultant by
Spaulding Rehab Hospital

Volunteer Director for the South Boston Neighborhood House, “Ollie Road
Race,” on the Board of Directors for Southie Kids Care, a member of the
South Boston Arts Association

Spinal Cord Injury as the result of a diving accident

An aspiring novelist, enjoys traveling, physical fitness, sports, exercise,
interior design, Universal Design remodeling

Self Perception: Highly Motivated, Positive, Strong, Resourceful, Intelligent

Lives in Byron Center, Michigan with her husband and children
Wife, mother, and homemaker

Volunteers with her church as a Sunday School Teacher and with her local
school as a Classroom/Teacher’s Assistant, and a Reading Buddy, Library
Helper

Spinal Cord Injury as the result of a motor vehicle accident
Enjoys sewing, reading and scrapbooking

Self Perception: Committed, Courageous, Curious, Inspiring, Selfless
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ONE-DAY MOBILITY TRADESHOW

WEDNESDAY, JULY 25, 2007 ¢ 9AM - 5SPM
Doubletree Hotel ® Bethesda, Maryland

e Meet Autumn Grant, Ms. Wheelchair America

e Meet contestants from across the United States
competing for Ms. Wheelchair America 2008

e National vendors exhibiting new products
e  Wheelchairs and other medical equipment

e Speaker: Jerry Crunk, Sure-Lok, will discuss the
importance of wheelchair securement in private and
public transportation, plus give demonstrations.

e Speaker: Judy Hoit, Access Now LLC, will tell about
her life from a wheelchair, raising 2 sons, different
employment situations, traveling to South Africa
alone, and other life experiences.

Come and join the excitement!
See new products and meet industry leaders
dedicated to people with disabilities.

Zreﬂm_c L/M

Call (800) 351-8375
www.dreamsforever.mfo




mobile woMEN.org

An online magazine for women in wheelchairs

WE ARE WOMEN!

We of mobilewomEN.org are ecstatic to provide a website where knowledge will be expanded and success will be
celebrated, thereby extending the horizon for women in wheelchairs all over the world.

We of mobilewomen.org believe that disabled women today steer their own lives. Empowered by knowledge, they
are having children, pursuing careers, competing in professional sports arenas, becoming community leaders, and
living life to the fullest.

Now at mobilewomen.org there is a place to unite, ask questions, share ideas, insights, and experiences, and learn
from a variety of perspectives.

mobilewomen.org is the creation of women in wheelchairs who were having difficulty finding answers to questions
about their health, relationships, sex, parenting, and many other issues. Our mission is to bring together current
and accurate information on issues of interest to our community.

mobilewomen.org includes ARTICLES, RESOURCES and an interactive FORUM specifically for disabled women
that allows participants to ask questions and share information with other disabled women, nurses, and

knowledgeable people in fields of special interest.
This wehsite is made possible through the California Endowment, the Christopher Reeve Paralysis Foundation, and the W. M. Keck
Center for Collaborative Neuroscience at Rutgers University.

www.mobilewomen.org For further information, please contact wendy@mobilewomen.org

We look forward with anticipation Eo firthering Fre
(o1~ Lerm relationships with new referral soyrces.
PIySicians, hospitals, nursing laciities and patients

Jerry Ackerman, President, Owner
Vince Wolrabh, Vice President, Owner

WATERLOO, IOWA
527 Park Lane - Suite 300
Waterloo, lowa 50702
3 Toll Free: 866.852.3363
Phone: 319.226.3363
Fax: 319.226.3584

CEDAR RAPIDS, I0WA
\/ b / 5 4701 J Street SW
J AA ,l/ Cedar Rapids, lowa 52404
/ 1 oo/l l/( /'I"lC- Toll Free: 866.418.3533

g ; Phone: 319.366.3533
Mobility is Our Specialty Fax: 319.366.3652




Marie Robertshaw
Health & Wellness Consultant

(KEN
INDEPENDENT

WELLNESS  Marie@dateable.org Cell: 540 631-5441
CONSULTANT Work: 301 888-2232 Fax: 301 579-6066

Julie Ullman
INDEPENDANT
COOQOKIE LEE CONSULTANT

phone: 410-465-7467
www.cookielee.com/julieullman

Call me for information about Home, Office &
Catalog shows and Fund Raisers!




TITAN’s distinctive
blue beilts assure you
of genuine Sure-Lok

quality.

Compact and low-
profile, TITAN
retractors fit under
most wheelchair

footrests. ———

THINK BLUE

S-hook configuration
easily aftaches to
wheelchairs and keeps
webbing flat.

Unique auto-tension,
auvto-lock retractors
aliow operators to safely
secure a wheelchair in
seconds.

Intfroducing TITAN by SURE-LOK. The newest high-performance securement system

from the name you count on for quality and service above all.

TITAN couldn’t be easier to use, and that's good news for operators and passengers alike.

You asked for a wheelchair and occupant securement system offering safety and increased

speed of operation. TITAN delivers.

And with TITAN’s unique auto-tension, aufo-lock system you can secure a wheelchair in

seconds - with only one hand. Find out more at www.sure-lok.com or give us a call foday.

Think Blue...Think TITAN.

SYSURE-L®

2501 Baglyoes Circle, Bethlehem, PA 18020-8027 = Toll free 800-866-0004




Ford Mobility Motoring
Congratulates all the Contestants of

the 2007 Ms. Wheelchair America
Pageant

MOBILITY ®
MOTORING.

www.fordmobilitymeforing.com
800-952-2248
TTY 800-833-0312




e 1-800-351-8375

WWW. myaccnow.info

TOP LOOP HANDLES X

i UPPER SECURITY STRAP %

#l LOWER SECURITY STRAP §

§ BOTTOM LOOP HANDLES

Personal Mobility Sling
MADE IN THE USA

. STEP ONE: R = STEPTWO: e S <
© Position Pakkie sling on seat as follows: -Buckle upper security strap under person's arms
<« White side facing up with web straps showing. and adjust snug across chest.
<+ Top loop handles over the top of seat back. = Buckle iower security strap and adjust snug
¢ » Botiom loop handles at bottom edge of across lap.
. seat cushion. +Adjust to fit using loose straps. (Shown in inset.)
CAUTION
' READ BEFORE USING
. Inspect straps and harcwa =
¢ before each use.
" * Do not use if worn of 2o
& edges are present.
«Larger persons may regurs
i more than two siaif memas
| tolift
CARE AND
MAINTENANCE
? s = i . = Do not bleach
| STEP THREE: e _STEPFOUR: . Machine wash cold
. One staff member stands behind seat, puts hands + At the count of three, staff members ’_ «Mild detergent
through Pakkie's top loops and grasps straps. lift person up from seat, cver arm rasts
¢ (Shown in inset.) and into second seat. {|= Tumble dry-low ssSag
-+ Second staff member stands next to the ! ,Dc i

_seat front and grasps botiom loop handies.




It means:
A quality mobility equipment dealer

who provides vehicle modifications for people

with disabilities. NMEDA dealers follow guidelines
established to ensure that equipment is installed
according to the highest level of industry standards.

To learn more about becoming a member of NMEDA
or to locate a mobility equibment dealer near you call
800.833.0427 or visit www.nmeda.org.

NATIONAL MOBILITY EQUIPMENT
DEALERS ASSOCIATION

3327 WV.Bearss Ave
Tampa, FL 33618




Travel with your own wheelchair in
corporate planes. Fares equal to

average airlines’ coach fares.
(Sit in 1st class seats - or in your own wheelchair).

Mobility Air Transport (MAT) is a non-profit
organization dedicated to making air travel more
accessible, convenient, and comfortable for persons
using wheelchairs, persons with disabilities, and their
travel companions.

Benefits:
* No checking luggage
* No screening issues
e No checking your wheelchair (risking damage)
e No waiting to be the last off the plane
» No waiting for your wheelchair to be brought up
* No layovers or changing planes
* Rental car awaits you right next to plane

Taking off - Summer 2007

http: / /www.iflymat.org
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Seeking Mr. Wheelchair America

You've heard it before. You can be anything you want to be.
Ifyou dream it, you can become it. But do you believe it?

It took me vears to dream. In 1991, I pub-
lished my autobiography, and on the cover I

put a picture of myself as a poster child for
the March of Dimes, sitting in a high back
wicker wheelchair.

I was interviewed by a newspaper re-
porter about my book, and was asked
what I dreamt about as a little girl in
that wicker wheelchair.

Iwas stumped. Ireally didn't have an

answer that day. And that bothered
me. After some thoughtIrealized Ire-
ally didn’t have any dreams when I was
thatlittle girl.

In the 1950’s, and having had polio, we were

taught to focus on surviving. As [ am sure
the medical community had no idea how, or
if some people, would survive.

But I did survive and live out many dreams.
I married, had children, and worked for a Big
10 University for 25 years. In 1996, I lived out a
marvelous dream. I was crowned Ms. Wheel-
chair Iowa.

Traveling the state of Iowa that year and meef-
ing many people, I learned first hand the im-
pact people with disabilities can have upon
other people. In 1997, I created a non profit or-
ganization to promote and educate the public
concerning disability issues. And when it came
time to select a name, Dreams, Incorporated was
created. Dreams, Inc. became the title, because I've
come to realize that everyone has a dream. And peo-
ple with disabilities should have, and do have, dreams
justlike everyone else.

Iknowwhat anational program can de for persons with
disabilities. For 35 years women have had their Ms.
Wheelchair America Pageant. [ became involved with
the Ms. Wheelchair America Pageant, and then decided
men in wheelchairs should be able to highlight their
achievements and accomplishments to inspire others,
especially men, to dream their dreams, (oo.

My dream is to see men in wheelchairs have the same
experience that women in wheelchairs currently have.

As Ms. Wheelchair America has traveled the nation for
35 years, she’s heard it numerous times. Where is Mr.
Wheelchair America? So, now it’s finally time for you
to help us find him...for men to come forward to share
their accomplishments and resources with others.

Recognizing men who use wheelchairs for their dailv
mobility needs is not a new concept. We have recog-
nized men in wheelchairs for many years in this coun-
try. Franklin Roosevelt, was our 32nd President of the
United States. He ran the country from his wheelchair.
Christopher Reeve, was once an ablebodied man, but due
to a tragic riding accident, he found himself paralyzed
and using a wheelchair for the rest of his life. We have
farmers across the country who use wheelchairs to ful-

A Mr. Wheelchair America 20072

fill their career dreainis
as farmers. We have
senators who represent
their states while from a
wheelchair. And thousands
of men in wheelchairs are fa-
thers, raising children, leading
families and assuming all the du
ties and responsibilities of father-
hood. Although they perform these
important jobs a little differently than
the rest of the world, they give their best,
with passion, and they do it while using a
wheelchair.

Dreams,; Ine. would like to have men highlight
theiraccomplishments and compete in the first ever
Mr. Wheelchair America competition. We are launch-
ing a national competition where a man in a wheel-
chair can serve as anational ambassador for all people
with disabilities. We want to provide the titleholder
a scholarship to pursue more dreams and to make
appearances across the country and speak to civic
groups, schools, colleges, and spread the word that
even though we use wheelchairs for mobility, we are
justlike everyone else. We share the same hopes and
dreams of all people in America.

Our goal is to have each state represented, and we
need your help finding contestants and sponsors.
Are you a man between the ages of 21 and 60 and
use awheelchairfor mobility? Do vou knowsome-
one who fits this criteria and has a dream to share
with the world? Are you a corporation or small
company that believes in people with disabili-
ties, wants to share in this empowerment oppor-
tunity and knows a man you can sponsor from
your state? Are you a durable medical equip-
ment company who believes in this dream and
wants to assist in sponsoring a contestant or
many?

We want men to ask for an application form.
And we want women to nominate the man
in their life, who might use a wheelchair. If
you're areading this article as a mother or fa-

ther who has a son you think is deserving of
the title Mr. Wheelchair America, let us know,
as well.

Dreams have to be voiced to become reality.
We want to hear from you. Please visit www.
dreamsforever.info .....for more information.

This dream is only beginning, and I believe
vou will help it take shape. One dayI even see ’% ;
the combining of the Ms. Wheelchair America

and Mr. Wheelchair America events on nation-
al television. Ok, I'm still dreaming, but from a
power wheelchair this time! So can you!

Judy Hoit is the President of Dreams, Inc., an ac-
complished author and the inventor of the Pakkie
Mobility Sling. Judy can be reached at 800-351-8375.
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Ms. WHEELCHAIR NEW JERSEY — KELLY RouBa
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Contestants

Ms. WHEELCHAIR NEBRASKA - AMBER Warson

Lives in Kearney, Nebraska with her husband and children
Employed as a Substitute Teacher by Kearney Public Schools |

Volunteers on the Kearney City Council, mentors newly injured patients at
Madonna Rehab and Good Sam, participates in Heartwalk and KidsExplore

Spinal Cord Injury as the result of a automobile accident

Enjoys speaking to local school children about Spinal Cord Injuries and other
disabilities

Self Perception: Courageous, Inspirational, Ambitious, Loving, Funny

Lives in Mercerville, New Jersey with her parents

Employed as a Public Relations Project Manager, Freelance Writer, and
Author

Public Relations Chairperson for the New Jersey Chapter of the Arthritis
Foundation, Vice President of Public Relations for then Kappa Delta Alumni
Association of Central New Jersey

Disabled due to onset of Juvenile Rheumatoid Arthritis
Enjoys writing articles that help to make a difference in the health of others ;
Self Perception: Determined, Intelligent, Advocate, Compassionate, Reliable

KiMBERLY A WALTERS 1
a2inted Post, New York |
ive Assistant by AIM Independent Living :

s through membership including the
>1ate Rehabilitation Council, and the Ny,

£ tomusic, traveling, meeting

sessemate. Courageous, Confident, Determined,
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Ms. WHEELCHAIR RHODE ISLAND — KATHLEEN P. LEONARD
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Ms. WHEELCHAIR SOUTH DAKOTA — SHAUNA ROHAN

Ms. WHEELCHAIR TENNESSEE — AMY SAFFELL

Ms. WHEELCHAIR OHIO — JANNI L. MITCHELL

Contestants

Lives on her own in Canton, Ohio
Employed as an Advocate for persons with disabilities

Appointed to the Ohio Governors Council on Pecple with Disabilities, Board
Member for the Canines Helping Independent People, member of the Canton
Women’s Club and Access Now

Disabled due to Scoliosis, Spinal Cord Injury, Arachoiditis, Reflex
Sympathetic Dystrophy

Enjoys reading, crafts, research, animals, gardening

Self Perception: Grateful, Passionate, Altruistic, Empathetic, Enthusiastic

Lives in Providence, Rhode Island with her husband
Retired from Pawtucket School Department

Vice President of the PARI Independent Living Center, member of the R.I.
Developmental

Disabilities Council, and the R.I. Irish Famine Memorial Committee, Reader
for Insight Radio

Spinal Cord Injury as the result of an automobile accident

Enjoys reading, jigsaw puzzles, crossword puzzles, singing, knitting, scuba
diving

Self Perception: Empathetic, Intelligent, Humorous, Articulate, Organized

Lives on her own in Yanton, South Dakota
Employed as a People Greeter by Wal-Mart

Supports the Children’s Miracle Network, participated in the Relay For Life
marathon

Disabled at birth due to Spina Bifida
Enjoys being with her family and friends

Self Perception: Determined, Stubborn, Kind, Funny, Friendly

Lives on her own in Franklin, Tennessee

Employed as a Group Telesales and Service Representative by EMI Christian
Music

Volunteer for various organizations Including ABLE Youth Sports &
Independence, Easter Seals,

Habitat for Humanity, Collegiate Educational Service Corps Book Buddies,
Graceworks

Disabled at birth due to Spina Bifida
Enjoys music, being with her friends
Self Perception: Dependable, Joyful, Persistent, Persevering, Fun-loving
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Ms. WHEELCHAIR TEXAS — JACKTIE BARTELS
3 Lives on her own in Grand Prairie, Texas

3 Volunteers for various organizations including the American Red Cross
and participates in several national campaigns such as the United Cerebral
Palsy of Dallas annual Elvis Run

3 Spinal Cord Injury as the result of a fall

¢ Enjoys painting, drawing, playing tennis, camping, listening to music,
country dancing

3 Self Perception: Enthusiastic, Bubbly, Faithful, Loving, Determined

Ms. WHEELCHAIR VIRGINIA - BuDDY HAYES
(¢ Lives on her own in Chesapeake, Virginia

5 Emploved as a National Motivational Speaker and Wheelchair Athlete.
Retired Special Education

©5 Preschool Teacher and Certified Therapeutic Recreation Specialist

<1 Chairman of the Chesapeake Mayors Board for Persons with Disabilities,
member of the American

3 Assaciation of People with Disabilities, and Co-founder of the Obici Kanine
Kandy Stripers

Disabled as a result of onset of Multiple Sclerosis

Enjoys traveling, movies, sporting events, museums, (rying new sports
Self Perception: Positive, Determined, Motivated, Flexible, Funny

& & &

Ms. WHEELCHAIR WASHINGTON — SIGRID LAEGREID ;
o3 Lives on her own in Lake Forest Park, Washington 4

3 Employved as a Vendor Relations Manager at
Nordstrom.com

3 Founding Board member of Teen Hope, Fundraiser, Co-chair for the
United Way Campaign, Fundraising Chair for the Washington Cathedral
pool project, and volunteer for Think First

< 4 Quadriplegic as the result of being run over by a drunk driver
5 Enjoys fashion, art, music, dining out, movies, sunbathing, shopping

©3 Self Perception: Empathetic, Resourceful, Creative, Adventuresome,
Generous
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Sponsors
Governor Rod Blagojevich
Mayor Richard Daley

Mayor's Office for
People with Disabilities

(Karen Tamley, Commissioner)

Bureau of lllinois Tourism
(Kelsey Holt-Austin)

Bethal New Life, Inc.
{Steve McCullough)

Cass Mental Health Center

{Don Cates, Director}

C & O Auto Rebuilders, Inc.

(L.C. Townsell, CEC and Will Williams, VP/GM)

Dance>Detour

Dept. of Human Services - DRS

{Audrey McCrimon, Assistant Secretary}

Edible Arrangements
{Linda and Jeraldo Tensyuque, Cwners)

Jewel-Osco
(Tony Zuehlke, Manager)

Lakeside Community Committee
(Barbara Jones-Green, CEO/Founder)

The Links Inc. - Windy City Chapter
Mary Herrick Foundation

{Dr. James W. Wagner, Chalr).

O'Neal's Transportation
(Ruby O'Neal, CEQ)

Paul Young Fine Jewelers

L8

Cy@%

To My Wonderful Supporters and Sponsors

5{}"9‘%@ asallace -
Ms W heelchair 7 (finois 2001

individual Supporters
Jean A. Adams Eugene M. Moore
Deirdre & Jerry Austin Kim Pate
Gloria 8. Brown LaVonne Perkins
Margaurite Collard John A. Pitts
B. L. Davis Betty & Cleave Robertson
Carolyn Day Grace Rowell
Carol and Herbert Dodd Jay Rowell
Ann & John Dixon Linnie A. Sims
Family and Friends Abraham Smith
Harold Kelley Melissa Stratton
Doris M. Lomax Kristy & Kevin Traynor
Tekki Lomnicki Delia Tyson
Michelle McKeever Cary Verblen
Nelson McLemore, [li, M.D. Cornell Wallace
Please forgive omission of hames received after ad deadline.




2008 SPONSORS

Towa - LUVORIA SANDERS Paul & Coreen Hanson, Tom & Gloria Thone, Kay Sloan, Fern Hatfield, Denise & Dave Rich-
ards, PRC, Rockwell, Pat & Mel Hill, April & Sean Upeer, Michelle & Adam Nicholas, Lois Wieman, Jackie Wieneke, Yours
Truly Sumpin Sumpin, Alvis Knitson, Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Sissel.

Kansas - LORRAINE CANNISTRA Tom & Geraldine Magee, Mick & Geraldine Dunphy, Sean & Margaret Magee, Nick
& Olive Cannistra, Rose Morrisey, Toney & Marilyn Cannistra, Frank & Mary Cannistra, Susan Miller, Bob Mikesic,
Fred & Sue Hose, Carrie Greenwood , Ronnie & Trisha Beach, Lawrence Vrology, Jean Hall, Senator Marci Francisco,
Senator Vicki Schmidt, Pat & Beth Whalen, Jim Pickert Real Estate, Resource Center for Independent Living, Osage,
KS, Topeka Center for Independent Living, Larry Rote, Jackie Anderson, Mike Seidel, Jeanne Waters Hill, Dan & Janet
Yoe, Emporia State Univ., Linda Gordan, Dave & Gloria Havsen, Mark & Carolyn McGinn, Ruth Teichman, Catherine
Rooney, Mark & Jamie Simpson, Kevin & Todi Bowersox, Dona Walker, Lloyd & Erma Verhoge, Pat Apple, Roll-A-Thon
Fundraiser Contributors.

KENTUCKY - SHERRY HIXENBAUGH The Cain Center for the Disabled Inc., Riverdog Studios, Center for Accessible
Living, Jefferson Community & Technical College.

MARYLAND - CATHY PORTER Curtis & Nancy Carey, Jason Carey, Dusty Carey, Wes Foster/Long & Foster Realtor,
Cathy & Scott Moser, Karen Hawks/Long & Foster Realtors, Steve Watson/Long & Foster Realtors, Maria Clark/Pros-
perity Mortgage, Mickey & Sis Fogler.

MASSACHUSETTS - KRISTEN MCCOSH All Care Medical Supply, NEMED (New England Medical Equipment Dealers).

NEBRASKA - AMBER WATSON Northwestern Energy. gos, Red Lobster, Madonna Rehab, Copycat Printing, Kear-
ney Clinic, Good Samaritan Hospital, Kearnev :ew al ( edit Union, Contemporary Ob &Gynecology, Jerry & Cindy
Stevens, Ted & Feme Sutton, Jerrv & Sheila Jorgenson, Janet & Chuck Hawley, Roger & Jan Moore, Kevin & Julie Kersh-
ner, Jim &Jan Gale, Hewgly & Associates, Kevin & Melissa Foote, Elizabeth Knepke, Kearney Voc. Rehab. Employees,
Platte Valley State Bank, Anonymous, Growth Management Corp., Nebraska National Bank, Eric & Penny Silvius, Gold
Crest Retirement Center, Nebraska Neurosurgery & Spine Center.

NEew JERSEY - KELLY ROUBA Project Freedom, Hamilton Mayor Glen Gilmore, Lois Cucciello, Asst. Commissioner of
Disability Services in New Jersey, Barbara King, Hamilton Physical Therapy Services, Michael Kline, Accessible Vans
& Mobility.

NEw YORK - KIMBERLY WALTERS Corning West I
ily, Dave Leonard, Marcia & John Scherer, Kapral's A
morial, Steve Rossetti.

ch School, Ruby Thompson, Ken Gabelmann, The Mitchell Fam-
uto & Tire, Richard Pope, Corning Lions Club, Robert Austin Me-

NorTH CAROLINA - JENNIE MARTIN Cashwell Appliance, Mercer Johnson, Sylvia Gainey, Roseboro Methodist
Church, Pleasant Union Church, Holland, Pode & and, Dr. Keaton, Pinehursh Surgical, Binswinger Glass, Lions
Club, Roseboro Mayor, NC Voc. Rehab & Association, J. Thornton, Nell Caldwell, Dr. Jones Women's Wellness, Star
Telephone Mem. Corp., Claude P. Downs, Wm. Roberts, Crissy & George Maynard, ) Mike & Rebecca Martin, Kay Beard,
Mildred Martin, Bethesda Health Care.

TENNESSEE - AMY SAFFELL Ms. Wheelchair TN, Inc., EMI Christian Music Group, Bill Greer, Christ United Method-
ist Church. .

TEXAS - JACKIE BARTELS The Wheelchair Shop, Party Props In

WASHINGTON - SIGRID LAEGREID Next Steps NW, Absolute Mobility, Rhinestone Rosie.
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Ms Wheelchair Maryland Proudly Presents
Ms. Wheelchair America 2008

i | I 1 (R
: Z@@i%%pfﬁg‘? Celebrating
35" Anniversary
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Friday Saturday Sunday
July 23 July 24 July 25 July 26 July 27 July 27 July 28 July 29
(Contestants) (Coordinators)
12:00-6:30PM | 7:00 AM - 7:00 AM — 7:00 AM - 7:00 AM — 7:00 AM -
Hospitality Suite | 5:00 PM 5:00 PM 5:00 PM 5:00 PM 5:00 PM
and Contestant | Hogpitality Hospitality | Hospitality Hospitality Hospitality
Registration Suite open Suite open Suite open Suite open Suite open
9:00 AM 9:00 AM - Judging begins | Judging begins Crowning 9:00 AM
5:00 PM 8:30 AM 8:30 AM Ceremony Queen’s
FUN DAY Rehearsal Breakfast
9:00-11:30
DREAMS AM
Contestants TRADE 9:00 AM 9:00 AM 9:30 AM Pageant Contestants
register and set | pyN DAY | SHOW Morning Moming MWA Annual | Hair, Make- | break down
up state workshops run | workshops run | Board Meeting | up and state
displays after concurrently concurrently and Elections | wheelchair | displays
12:00 PM The ADA and | with judging cleaning
You and 11:30 AM —
judging 3:00 PM
10:30 AM 11:00 AM
Judging MWA 2008
Interviews meet with
begin MWA
Board of
Directors
12:00 PM 12:00 PM 12:00 PM 12:00 PM 12:00 12:00 PM
Lunch Lunch for Lunch for Lunch for Lunch for Lunch on
Contestants | Contestants Contestants Coordinators your own
and and and
Companions | Companions Companions
1:00 PM - 1:30 PM 1:30 PM 1:30 PM 2-3:30 PM
4:00 PM Judging Judging Judging State
resumes resumes resumes Coordinator
Workshop
and
FUN DAY 2:00 PM 2:00 PM 45PM 5:00 PM
continues DREAMS | Contestant Contestant Independent Contestant
TRADE Workshops Workshops Delegate line up for
SHOW resumme and resume and Workshop Pageant
continues judging judging
6:30 PM 6:30 PM 6:30 PM 6:30 PM 6:30 PM 6:30 PM 6:00 PM
Welcome Dinner & Dinner Dinner Dinner Dinner
Dinner State Gift
Exchange 2008
Followed by Fifties Comed “9 to 57 “5to 5™ PAGEANT
Contestant “Name that Theme . Y Theme Night | Theme Night
Orientation Tune” Night Night
Contestant Contestant
8:15 PM Sponsored Followed by Platform Platform 7:30 PM
Judge By Dreams, | DJ Dance Speeches Speeches Dinner
Orientation Inc. Party following following foilowed by
dinner. dinner. Dancing

2008 /MNe. Theelchair America
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Rising Above presents

MICHAEL ARONIN

MichaelAroninisanationallyacclaimed
speaker who teaches his audiences how
to get past personal shortcomings and
move forward productively in their careers.
Being a comedian and motivational
speaker, he is able to make this difficult
topic both entertaining and enlightening.

You can contact Michael at 410-672-2565
1 or funnyguy @erols.com

; GRG

G.G.Tauber Company

Your leader in creative Identification Solutions, Promotional
Products, Awards, and Fine Gifts

(800) 638-6667
(301) 881-3567
(301) 881-1909 (fax)
cservice2@ggtauber.com

Check out our website:

www.ggtauber.com

Wemée&,&mwﬂéaﬂmmmwmtﬁum.
From badges, wearables, awands, frizes and gifts.
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1120 20th street nw washington dc 202.775.8545 www.igorman.com complimentary parking at central parking



Saturday night during the crowning
ceremony for Ms. Wheelchair
America 2008, one State Titleholder
will receive the Nicki Ard
Achievement Award.

Nicki Ard was Ms. Wheelchair
America 2001 and passed away in
2002, about a month after handing
over her crown. Nicki was born with
a debilitating disease called Spinal
Muscular Atrophy which resulted
in her using a wheelchair. She also
developed Scoliosis, and as a result,
lost full function in her left lung.
Although she was given a predicted
life span of 13 years, she faced and
conquered her physical challenges
for almost 30 years. She began
singing at age 6 and in 1999 released e
her album “Walk With Me”.

¢ 3

wor[c:[ wi[[[ rememée‘f' uu[ten

"
my. Song i3 comp[efc.

|19 [L:L’e mig £€' e every a/ay - el ;
wriling a meé;d:'f that the
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Jaekie,
Yeu make the
I.nne Star State

shinel |
Congraﬁllatians! |

The s, Whesichalr
Yexas Foundat
Board of Directors

PR

OQGQ Oréors Oré

Bt of Luck
Melissa

Ms Wheelchair Colorado Board
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Ms. Wheelchair

Kentucky

Sherry,
Everyone in Kentucky
wishes you lots of fun and
GOOD LUCK!

We are proud of you!

IOWA CITY, IOWA
2650 Mormon Trek Blvd.
® lowa City, lowa 52240

PRINTING and 319-337-6431
DOCUMENT SERVICES 888-887-9747

Proud Supporter of

Z/Eﬂﬂﬁ] (//45 &,

Ms. Wheelchair America

www.pipic.com e www.shredzilla-iowa.com e www.professionalslideimaging.com
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Best of Luck
Contestants

Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital would like to wish the best of luck to all
contestants at the 35th Annual Ms. Wheelchair America Pageant. Mary Free Bed is
a hospital unlike any other in Michigan, because we only do rehabilitation care.
And we do rehabilitation like no one else. At Mary Free Bed, meeting the special
needs of physical rehab patients is our singular expertise. We are passionate
about providing treatment and therapies that help our patients come the

farthest in the shortest amount of time.

Congratulations
Shelly Loose

Mary Free Bed would like to congratulate former patient, Shelly Loose, on being

crowned Ms.Wheelchair Michigan.

Restoring Hope an%m
Mary Free Bed

Rehabilitation Hospital

www.MaryFreeBed.com




American Airlines Proudly
Salutes Ms. Wheelchair
America 2008. Congratulations
On Your Accomplishment!

To find out more about American, visit us at AA.com.

AmericanAirlines

AmericanAirlines and AA.com are marks of Amearican Airines, Inc. oneworld is a mark of the oneworld Alliance, LLC.




DateAble, Inc.
The Dating

Service with
Heart

Ofticial Sponsor and Proud Supporter of the
Ms. Wheelchair America Pageant

DateAble, Inc. is a non-profit organization that
provides dating and social opportunities for

people with and without disabilities.
DateAble, Inc.

www.dateable.org



